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18Mar. FIFA signs „game-changing partnership‟ 
with YouTube 

         YouTube        „   -               ‟    

  FIFA signs „game-changing partnership‟ with YouTube. 

         YouTube        „   -               ‟     

 YouTube made a World Cup deal with FIFA on Tuesday 
that lets rights-holding broadcasters stream game action live on 
the video platform that offers global access to young viewers. 

 YouTube                           ए       प                

                                           प                  

                      ,                         प                  

  FIFA announced a “game-changing partnership” that 
encourages World Cup rights holders to broadcast the first 10 
minutes of games during the June 11-July 19 tournament — in 
effect an appetiser encouraging young fans then to watch on 
traditional channels such as network TV. 

         ए  “   -               ”                     प        

          11        19                                        प    10 

                      ए                 —           प    ए  

                                                  प   प           प             ए                

  Broadcasters “will be able to stream a select number of matches in full on their YouTube 
channel, engaging global audiences and promoting where to watch more of the competition,” 
FIFA said. 

                      “ प   YouTube      प                     प     प                 , 

                                    औ               औ                                     ” 

  FIFA also pledged to share some of its World Cup archive on YouTube “including full length 
past matches and many more iconic moments in the sport‟s history”. 

                                प        प                    YouTube प             

“      प    प          औ                      औ                        ” 
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18Mar. Sage Vyasa‟s contribution 

                     

 As Sage Veda Vyasa was born on an island in 
the deep waters of the Yamuna river, he is called 
Dvaipayana, derived from the root Dweepa. 

                                         प       ए      

प        ,                       ,                   

        

 The river Yamuna is associated with Krishna, 
so he is also known as “Krishna Dvaipayana.” 

                             ,     ए     “          ” 

                

 The Vedas are considered the divine rules 
and codes of God (Lord‟s Sankalpa) for the world. 

                      ए     (             )        

     औ                       

 They describe what God has planned for the 
universe and human beings. 

                                    औ               

  ए                   

 Water is essential to the survival of humans 
and all living beings. 

                         औ                               ए          

 Yajnas (sacrificial rituals) are performed for the welfare of the world. 

                     ए    (              )   ए          

 It is believed that the offerings in yajnas reach the Sun and return to the earth in the form of 
rain. 

                         ए  ए             प         औ           प    प    प            

 Because of sufficient rain, water becomes available, and with water we obtain food 
(annam), which is essential for the survival of all creatures. 

 प                             प          , औ                       (  )            ,        

                   ए          

 These important ideals are mentioned in the Vedas. 

       प                             

 Sage Vyasa classified the Vedas into different groups. 

                                                    

 Sri Damodara Dikshitar said in a discourse that the Rig Veda hymns are used to invite the 
devas (deities). 

                    ए                                 प                                ए 

              

 Yajur Veda mantras are used while performing homa or yajna rituals to the devas. 

                    प                                           ए               

 In Sama Veda, hymns or chants are sung in praise of the deities. 

           ,                                 ए          

 These yajnas are generally performed by learned priests called Dikshitars. 

                                      ए        ,                         

 Because he divided and organised the Vedas, he came to be known as Veda Vyasa. 

                               औ            ,                                 

 The Atharva Veda contains knowledge of warfare, methods for defeating enemies, 
preparation of weapons, and information on medicines. 

               ,                            ,                    औ  औ                  

          

 Vyasa‟s disciples included Jaimini, Sumantu, Paila and Vaisampayana. 

                       ,       ,       औ                     
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 His important works include the Mahabharata (the fifth Veda), Brahma Sutras and Srimad 
Bhagavata. 

         प                    (           ),        औ                     

 The Puranas were compiled by Veda Vyasa. 

                                    

 
18Mar. QUIZ 

 U.S. President Harry S. Truman described 
America‟s role in the Korean War (1950–53). 

  Truman deliberately avoided calling the conflict a 
“war” and instead termed it a “United Nations police 
action”. This framing emphasized that the intervention was 
conducted under the authority of the United Nations, not as 
a unilateral U.S. war. 

  It helped project legitimacy and collective global 
responsibility. 

 Although multiple countries contributed forces, the 
United States led and sponsored the military effort in terms 
of troops, funding, and command.  

 Thus, Truman‟s description highlights that the U.S. 
acted as the primary driving force behind the UN mission, 
making it effectively a sponsor of the action. 

  Labeling it a UN police action allowed Truman to bypass a formal declaration of war by the 
U.S. Congress. It also aligned with the UN Security Council resolutions (1950), which 
called for collective action against North Korea‟s invasion of South Korea, thereby giving legal 
backing under international law. 

 The Korean War occurred during the early Cold War, where the U.S. aimed to contain the 
spread of communism. By presenting the intervention as a UN-backed effort, Truman sought 
to frame it as a defense of global peace rather than a direct ideological conflict with 
communist powers. 

 The phrase “sponsor of United Nations police action” reflects both the multilateral 
character of the operation and the dominant leadership role of the U.S. 

 . It also set a precedent for future international interventions under UN mandates, though with 
varying degrees of global participation and legitimacy. 

 1964 Gulf of Tonkin incident and the subsequent authorization of U.S. military 
action in Vietnam 

  Gulf of Tonkin Incident (1964) 
 In August 1964, U.S. naval vessels reported attacks by North Vietnamese forces in the Gulf 
of Tonkin. Though the second attack remains disputed, the incident was used by the U.S. 
administration to justify escalation. 

  It became a turning point, transforming limited U.S. involvement into a large-scale military 
commitment in Vietnam. 

  Role of President Lyndon B. Johnson 
 President Lyndon B. Johnson used the incident to seek congressional approval for stronger 
military action. He portrayed the attacks as unprovoked aggression, thereby gaining political 
support. 

  Johnson‟s leadership marked a significant escalation phase of the Vietnam War, shifting from 
advisory roles to active combat operations 

  Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 
 The U.S. Congress passed the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (August 1964), granting 
Johnson broad powers to use military force without a formal declaration of war. 

  It allowed him to take “all necessary measures” to repel attacks and prevent further 
aggression, effectively giving the President war-making authority in Vietnam 

 • Impact on Vietnam War 
 Following the resolution, the U.S. significantly increased troop deployment and initiated 
sustained bombing campaigns like Operation Rolling Thunder (1965). 
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  This marked the beginning of full-scale U.S. involvement, leading to a prolonged and costly 
conflict lasting until 1975, with major political and social consequences. 

  Later Criticism and Reassessment 

 Over time, the resolution faced criticism as evidence emerged that the second attack may not 
have occurred. In 1971, the Pentagon Papers revealed misleading information used to justify 
escalation. 

  This led to greater scrutiny of executive powers and eventually contributed to the War 
Powers Act (1973) to limit presidential authority. 

 Kosovo War (1998–99) and NATO‟s military intervention, along with its legal 
commitments 

 NATO Bombing of Yugoslavia (1999) 
 During the Kosovo War, NATO launched an air campaign called Operation Allied Force 
(March–June 1999) against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro). 

  The intervention aimed to stop human rights violations against ethnic Albanians in Kosovo.  

 The bombing lasted 78 days and targeted military as well as strategic infrastructure across 
Yugoslavia 

  Casualties and Impact 

 The NATO airstrikes resulted in significant destruction and civilian casualties, with estimates 
indicating over 500 civilian deaths.  

 Infrastructure such as bridges, factories, and communication networks was heavily damaged. 

  The campaign forced Yugoslav forces to withdraw from Kosovo, leading to the establishment 
of a UN-administered interim government in the region. 

  NATO‟s Commitment to UN Charter 
 NATO, as an international alliance, states that it acts in accordance with the principles of 
the United Nations Charter, including maintaining international peace and security. 

  Its founding treaty (1949) emphasizes collective defense and cooperation consistent with UN 
objectives 

  Debate over Kosovo Intervention 

  However, the Kosovo intervention remains controversial because NATO acted without 
explicit authorization from the UN Security Council 

 . While NATO justified the action on humanitarian grounds, critics argue it challenged the 
UN Charter‟s provisions on sovereignty and use of force, raising important debates about 
legality and legitimacy in international relations. 

 Russo-Ukrainian conflict, which began in 2014 and intensified later 
  Full-scale Invasion in 2022 

 In February 2022, Russian President Vladimir Putin launched a full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine, significantly escalating the conflict that began with the annexation of Crimea (2014) 
and fighting in eastern Ukraine. Russian forces advanced from multiple directions, including 
Belarus and eastern regions. 

  This marked the largest military conflict in Europe since World War II, causing widespread 
destruction and a major humanitarian crisis 

  Use of the Term “Special Military Operation” 

 The Russian government officially described the invasion as a “special military operation” 
rather than a war. This terminology was used to frame the action as limited and targeted, 
aimed at “demilitarisation” and “denazification” of Ukraine.  

 The term also had domestic legal implications, as Russian laws restrict the use of the word 
“war,” controlling public discourse and information dissemination. 

Post-9/11 U.S. policy framework and its global military implications. 

  Authorisation for Use of Military Force (AUMF), 2001 
 After the September 11, 2001 attacks, the U.S. Congress passed the AUMF (September 
2001), granting the President authority to use force against those responsible for the attacks.  

 This legal framework enabled military operations without formal war declarations and became 
the foundation of the global “War on Terror.” 

  Scope of the War on Terror 

 The War on Terror involved military interventions in countries such as Afghanistan (2001) 
and Iraq (2003), along with counter-terror operations across multiple regions. 
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  It included drone strikes, special operations, and intelligence activities aimed at dismantling 
terrorist networks like Al-Qaeda and later ISIS 

  Human and Global Impact 

 Studies by international research institutions estimate that these conflicts and related violence 
have contributed to over 4.5 million deaths, including direct and indirect causes such as 
displacement and infrastructure collapse.  

 The prolonged conflicts also triggered major refugee crises and regional instability, especially 
in West Asia and South Asia. 

  Continuity and Criticism 
 Successive U.S. administrations have continued to use the AUMF to justify counter-terrorism 
actions globally. 

  Critics argue that the law provides broad and unchecked executive powers, leading to 
prolonged military engagements without clear limits, raising concerns about legality, 
accountability, and long-term geopolitical consequences. 

 

GS Paper 1: Society 

TOPICS COVERED     18  March  2026 

18Mar SC allows 12 weeks‟ paid leave to all new adoptive mothers 

                                              12                      

                  
 

18Mar. SC allows 12 weeks‟ paid leave 
to all new adoptive mothers 

                                    

          12                      

                  

  The Supreme Court, in a judgment on 
Tuesday, declared the protection of maternity 
leave for working women as a basic human right 
while urging the Union government to legally 
recognise paternity leave as a social security 
benefit, noting that parenthood is not a solitary 
function performed by one parent alone. 

                          ए                   

             ए                         ए      

                       औ                     

                               प           

                      ,          ए        -

          ए      - प                    

 The judgment came in a challenge to 
provisions in the Maternity Benefit Act, which 
was replaced by the Code of Social Security in 
November 2025, which dictated that only 
mothers who legally adopt a child below the age 
of three months were entitled to seek maternity 
benefit of 12 weeks. 

                                           

                           ,            2025                                    प             , 

                                             ए                                           प    

           , 12                                   
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 „Lengthy process‟ 

 „          ‟ 

 The petition filed by Hamsaanandini Nanduri, represented by advocate Bani Dikshit, 
argued that the provision under challenge, Section 60(4) of the 2020 Code, unjustly deprived 
a mother adopting a child of three months or above of their physical and emotional well-being. 

                                   ,                                         ,                 

            ए  ए       , 2020                60(4),                                          

                              औ                          प                   

  Besides, the petitioner successfully argued that the process of legal adoption usually took 
over three months to complete, rendering the provision completely otiose. 

           ,                    प                                                प      

                         ,                 प                           

  Justice Pardiwala, authoring the judgment for a Bench comprising Justice R. Mahadevan, 
observed that an adoptive mother had the same rights and obligations towards the child as 
the natural mother. 

                   ,                  आ .            प        ए           ,                    

            प                         औ                  ए                          

  In fact, in a case of adoption, the emotional bond with the child has to be consciously 
nurtured through time, presence and sustained caregiving. 

        ,                                                     ,  प     औ                   

                    प        

  The court held adoption as an “expression of reproductive autonomy”. 

                      “                     ”       

  “The concept of maternity benefit acknowledges the ability of a woman to exercise her 
reproductive choices without fear of losing her employment, more particularly, the economic 
security. 

 “                     ए                                           प               

                                 ,        प                           ,              

 Thus, it ensures that motherhood does not become a factor for exclusion at the workplace,” 
Justice Pardiwala observed in the judgment, concluding that the provision was 
unconstitutional and discriminatory. 

        ,                                    प                      ,”          प         

               ,                   ए                         औ                 

 The court pointed out that a mother, without maternity benefit, would be driven back to work, 
leaving the child with, probably an older sibling. 

                                     ए             प             ए            प    ,       

                       -                ए    

  “And if the older sibling happens to be a girl child, it would result in her being withdrawn from 
school, which reinforces the vicious cycle of gender inequality,” Justice Pardiwala pointed out. 

 “औ             -    ए         ,                       प    ,                        

      औ            ,”          प                 

On father‟s presence 

                   

  Pressing the Union government to make specific legal provisions for paternity leave, the 
Supreme Court said a child should not be deprived of her father‟s presence and a new mother 
her partner‟s companionship in the early phase of caregiving. 

           प                   ए                                          ए,               

                    प       प        औ                                     प           

                                ए  
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TOPICS COVERED     18  March  2026 

18Mar Migrants vanishing in Mediterranean, but authorities withholding 
details 

                                 ,                                   

 
 

Brazilian scientists have identified a new species of 
giant dinosaur, whose bones are seen here, with ties 
to a similar animal found in Spain, reinforcing 
knowledge that land routes once connected parts of 
South America, Africa and Europe about 120 million 
years ago. Named Dasosaurus tocantinensis, the 
species is one of the biggest found in the 
South American country 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18Mar. Migrants vanishing in Mediterranean, but authorities withholding 
details 

                                 ,                                   

  Bodies washing ashore day after day. 

         - -            प                 

  Phone calls from relatives going unanswered. 
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  Migrants‟ tents abandoned overnight. 

                                ए  ए     

  Migrants trying to reach Europe are vanishing in droves in what are known as “invisible 
shipwrecks” but governments responsible for search and rescue are withholding 
information about what they know. 

     प प                                                      ,      “                  ”     

       ,           औ            ए                 प             प          

  The beginning of 2026 ranks as the deadliest start to any year for people trying to cross the 
Mediterranean — an unprecedented 682 confirmed missing as of March 16 — according to 
the United Nations‟ International Organization for Migration (IOM). 

 2026       आ           प                                 ए                    

   आ     — 16         682                                   —                          

                       (IOM)               

  But the real death toll is almost certainly much higher. 

                                         प                  

  Human rights groups are increasingly struggling to verify tolls as Italy, Tunisia and Malta 
have quietly restricted information on migrant rescues and shipwrecks along the deadliest 
migration route in the world. 

                                                                                    , 

         औ                                         प             औ                    

                        

  The news barely makes headlines, in part because the lack of transparency prevents 
journalists from confirming reports. 

                                 ,                        प            प       प            

          

  “It‟s a strategy of silence,” said Matteo Villa, a researcher focusing on migration at the 
Italian Institute for International Political Studies think tank. 

 “                    ,”       प                                 ,                        

                                             

 The organisation Refugees in Libya and other human rights groups have been sounding the 
alarm since late January, reporting more than 1,000 people missing after Cyclone Harry hit 
the region. 

                         औ                                                      ,    

                            1,000                                  प        

  But authorities have not confirmed, denied or corrected those reports. 

                          प                ,       , औ                      

  Even the U.N.‟s migration agency is increasingly unable to verify cases of migrants who die 
in what are known as “invisible shipwrecks” because of the growing lack of information. 

                                         “                  ”                          

          प                                ,                                      

  Last year, at least 1,500 people were reported missing whose fates IOM could not confirm, 
said Julia Black, who leads the organisation‟s Missing Migrants Project. 

  प                 1,500                                 ,           IOM प               , 

                     ,                                                     

  The issue persists in 2026. 

         2026                

  For this year, they already have more than 400 missing that they could not verify. 

             ए,      प   प       400                                          प            प ए 
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18Mar Muslim groups back SC observations on inheritance rights 

                                                                  

        
 
 

18Mar. Muslim groups back SC 
observations on inheritance rights 

                                  

                                     

   

 Several Muslim organisations in 
Mumbai on Tuesday welcomed the Supreme 
Court‟s recent observations on the inheritance 
rights of Muslim women, calling it an important 
step towards removing gender bias. 

                                             

                                              

                              प     , औ      

                                    ए  

   प               

 Social activist Feroze Mithiborwala 
said a three-judge Bench, led by Chief Justice 
Surya Kant and comprising Justices Joymalya 
Bagchi and R. Mahadevan, recently observed 
that a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) may be the 
“most effective answer” to removing gender 
bias in laws governing marriage, succession, 
and property rights. 

                                              

ए     -             ,                 

                        औ                 

              औ  आ .                 ,    

                                        (UCC) 

     ,           औ                            

                                       “     

         ”             

 “This observation came while the Bench 
was examining a plea challenging the Muslim 
Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937, 
which the petitioners argue results in unequal 
inheritance outcomes for women compared to 
their male counterparts.” 

 “                      प               

   (     )           , 1937                

                               ,                                                ए           

                                                  ” 

 The Indian Muslims for Secular Democracy (IMSD) also issued a statement welcoming the 
top court‟s observations. 

                                    (IMSD)                                       

      ए ए                  

 “The IMSD wholeheartedly welcomes the recent observations made by the Supreme Court 
of India during the hearing of a petition filed by Poulomi P. Shukla. 
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 “IMSD प                                                         .                          

                                         ,            

 The case seeks to rectify the long-standing disparity in inheritance rights for Muslim 
women — a move IMSD views as a vital step towards fulfilling the democratic promise of 
the Indian Constitution,” the statement read. 

                             ए                                                    

                        — ए           IMSD                                     प         

           ए     प                ,”                  

 Mr. Mithiborwala said it was heartening to note the court‟s observation that gender bias 
was a problem “beyond one particular community”. 

                                                                              “     ए  

                प  ” ए           

 “The Bench noted that gender discrimination in inheritance is not confined to Muslim 
personal law alone. 

 “प                                                                                    

 The court observed that inequalities persist within the structure of Hindu Undivided 
Families (HUFs) and in various customary or tribal practices,” he added. 

                                                               (HUFs)              औ        

           आ               ,”              

 
 

GS Paper II: Governance, 
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18Mar „UGC-like funding powers to fall under Shiksha Adhishthan‟ 

 „                                               आ    ‟ 

18Mar Centre to brief MPs on crop insurance scheme 
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18Mar. „UGC-like funding powers to fall under 
Shiksha Adhishthan‟ 

 „                                           

    आ    ‟ 

 Months after introducing the Viksit Bharat Shiksha 
Adhishthan Bill, 2025, with a primary objective to separate 
grants-disbursal powers from the higher education 
regulatory framework to minimise conflict of interest, the 
Education Ministry seems to have changed its mind. 

 2025                                प               

          ,                                            

                                                     ,     

                           प                      

 On Tuesday, it told the Joint Committee of 
Parliament examining the Bill that a UGC-like grants-
disbursal mechanism will now be “devised and adopted 
under” the proposed Shiksha Adhishthan, without offering 
any specific details. 

           ,                                                

            ए                                           

              “       औ   प       ए  ”,                 

          

 Ministry officials told the panel, led by BJP MP D. 
Purandeshwari, that the UGC currently disburses monthly 
grants to Central Universities from funds released to it by the 
Department of Higher Education. 

                                        .                         

प                                                            

                                                   ए  ए     

           

 It also releases funds under its own schemes, based 
on quality standards, accreditation status, and NIRF 
ranking. 

     प                                            ,           

    ,            औ  NIRF        प             

 “Similar qualitative processes/systems shall be 
devised and adopted under Shiksha Adhishthan,” the 
government told the panel. 

          प            , "                               

     ए /              औ   प      ए    " 

 The Bill, introduced in December 2025, seeks to 
replace the University Grants Commission (UGC), the All 
India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), and the 

National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE), in an overhaul of India‟s higher 
education regulatory structure driven by the National Education Policy, 2020. 

       ,             2025    प           ,                                 (      ), ऑ  

                                  (AICTE), औ                                 

(NCTE)            ,                                       प                          

    , 2020                  

Fourth sitting 
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 The Joint Committee, which held its fourth sitting on Tuesday, has 12 members from the 
BJP and 10 members from Opposition parties, including the Congress, DMK, Trinamool 
Congress, Samajwadi Party, and Shiv Sena (UBT). 

            ,                                       ,              12     औ             

   10             ,             , DMK,              ,              , औ           (UBT) 

          

 During this sitting, MPs from the Congress, DMK, and Trinamool Congress raised 
concerns about centralised control under the proposed structure, arguing that even though 
there is representation from States, it is the Centre that selects the State representatives. 

                 ,       , DMK, औ                                                          

                             ,              ए                               ,                  

                           

 This would allow the Centre to set up a “super-regulator”, they said, warning that this was 
against the principles of federalism. 

                        ए  “    -        ”    प            , औ                             

                      

„Skeletal‟ Bill 

 „     ‟     

 Opposition members also argued that the proposed legislation is “skeletal” in nature, 
requiring most of the details to be figured out by the government during the drafting of the 
Rules. 

   प                                                    “     ”   ,         ए               

                                               ए             

 Some members argued this was akin to asking that the Bill be approved without presenting 
the whole scope of what the government plans to do. 

                                                       ए                                     , 

                        ए       ए  

 They also expressed concerns about funding to public universities becoming dependent 
on loans and borrowing, citing the ongoing implementation of the Higher Education 
Funding Agency structure. 

                                                                    औ        प        

     ए  ,                                                                       ए  

 This will eventually pass the financial burden to students, they warned, making higher 
education accessible only to the affluent. 

                                               प          ,                                  

  ए            

 In its submissions to the Joint Committee, the Education Ministry maintained that it is 
bringing this proposed regulatory framework under Entry 66 of the Union list in the 
Constitution, the same provision that allowed it to introduce the UGC Act, 1956. 

                 प              ,                                                         

                    66                 ,                               , 1956 प           
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18Mar. Centre to brief MPs on crop insurance scheme 

                                               

 Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on Tuesday asked the 
government to organise small groups of Members of Parliament (MPs) 
to brief them on the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Yojana so that lawmakers 
gain a better understanding of the crop insurance programme. 

                                                                     

        (MPs)                        प                              

                                 

 The suggestion came during Question Hour when Agriculture 
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan was responding to supplementary 
questions. 

                                                            प         

                  

 Mr. Birla proposed that the government form groups of MPs and 
explain the provisions and functioning of the scheme in detail. 

                                                                       

औ                            ए  

 The Minister agreed to comply with the direction. 

                -         प              ए              

 The scheme provides farmers with affordable insurance 
coverage against losses caused by natural calamities and other risks 
affecting crops. 

                             आ      औ                            

                                                                     

    

 
 
 
 

GS Paper II: International Relations  

TOPICS COVERED     18  March  2026 

18Mar India‟s West Asia reset, more sinned against than sinning 

                            ,                    

18Mar On scientific collaborations in BRICS 

BRICS                     

18Mar „We do not act according to any other power‟ 

 „                                       ‟ 
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18Mar. India‟s West Asia reset, more sinned against than sinning 

                            ,                    

 During the past month, Indian policy towards West Asia has stirred domestic controversy. 

 प    ए           प    ए                                                       

 As substantive Indian interests are at stake, a professional assessment, based on two trends, 
is offered without wading into the domestic political blame game. 

                 प             प    ,     ए           प         ए  प                       

      ,                        प-     प    प    

A link to two trends 

                   

 First, over the past decade, India has raised its diplomatic engagement with West Asia. 

प   ,  प    ए                 प    ए             प                                 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has made 15 visits to the six countries of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) — some after a multi-decade hiatus. 

         Narendra Modi    Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)                15              — 
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 He also visited Israel twice, and the Palestinian Authority and Iran each once. 

                                             औ          ए -ए               

 Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreements (CEPA) have been signed with the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Oman, and similar negotiations are underway with the 
GCC and Israel. 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreements (CEPA) United Arab Emirates 

(UAE) औ                        ए  ए   , औ                   GCC औ                     

    

 With over $160 billion in bilateral trade and 10 million diaspora, the GCC ranks as India‟s 
largest socio-economic partner. 

$160 billion           प      प   औ  10 million diaspora       , GCC                  

       -                  

 Last decade‟s engagements spurred synergy, although the promised investments have 
lagged. 

 प                                    ,                ए  ए       प        ए  

 India‟s political gains include a de-hyphenation with Pakistan, greater strategic convergence 
with stronger defence and security tie-ups and growing acceptance of India as a responsible 
and friendly status quo power. 

                  प          प              प    ,           औ                     

              , औ  ए                        प                          

 Second, the Gulf monarchies‟ ardour for a foreign power is normally rooted in the foreign 
power‟s potential contribution to the security and stability of their royal family, state and region 
— in that order. 

     ,                                                       प                      

प     ,     औ                                              प                  

 Exceptional turmoil in West Asia since October 2023, and a three-week-old war with the 
GCC countries under direct Iranian drone and missile attacks and the closure of the Strait of 
Hormuz, have accentuated their search for a better security paradigm than the eight-decade-
old regional Pax Americana. 

October 2023    प    ए                       औ                                   GCC 

                 Strait of Hormuz                           प      Pax Americana                

                 ए                

 The recent reset in India‟s diplomacy in West Asia largely acknowledges the aforementioned 
two trends and attempts to harness them to serve India‟s national interest. 

प    ए                                प                                          औ      

                       प                          

 To their credit, India‟s policymakers have finally realised which side of the bread is buttered, 
and have launched a qualitative upscaling of a symbiosis with key West Asian countries. 

            -                                                        औ       प    ए            

                        प              

 Recent initiatives, such as Mr. Modi‟s visit to Israel and his individual phone calls to all his 
GCC counterparts during the early days of the hostilities, have not only assured them of 
India‟s categorical support to their security and stability but also conveyed that India shares 
and prioritises their concerns at this critical juncture. 

       प    ,                          औ                           GCC                    

      ,                      औ             ए                                         

                                                 

 Later, he also spoke with his Iranian counterpart. 

               प                               

 The new doctrine is clearer-sighted and emphasises hard diplomacy. 

                   औ             प               

 This reset is bereft of two traditional aspects that often dampen the bilateral amity: 

   प            प   प    प                         प                            : 

 First, India did not chant the traditional please-all mantras that left all stakeholders partially 
satisfied and India at the margins of the arena. 
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प   ,                                प   प               प                     प               

   औ              प           

 There was no attempt to “balance” its public policy on controversial issues such as the “two-
state solution” and Iran‟s quest for nuclear technology. 

“two-state solution” औ          प                                 प                            

          

 Second, India‟s statements reflected its views without needless third-party citations. 

     ,                                प                    प                         

 This demonstrates India‟s growing confidence as a credible and autonomous power. 

   ए          औ               प                                       

 Some domestic detractors have criticised the policy reset on multiple grounds. 

                                                प                

 First, Mr. Modi‟s Israel visit (February 25-26) that concluded two days before Tel Aviv 
unleashed a military campaign against Iran is seen as untimely. 

प   ,                        (February 25-26)                                            

    प           ,               प               

 Second, the perceived abandonment of India‟s traditional support for Palestinians and Iran is 
seen as immoral. 

     ,         औ                      प   प                                          

 Third, South Block is accused of surrendering India‟s sovereign autonomy to western dictates. 

     ,          प     प                                    प                    प      

         

 Fourth, this activist reset may lead to strategic overreach with concomitant challenges such 
as exposure to security threats and costly defence tie-ups abroad. 

    ,                               -                        ,                  औ        

                                          

 The dates of the Prime Minister‟s visit to Israel were likely to have been set weeks in advance 
without any premonition of the February 28 offensive. 

                                                  प                ,      February 28    

             प                

 The West Asian situation being perennially on the front burner makes any such visit risky, 
giving the ex-post facto criticism of the timing an unfair advantage of 50:50 hindsight. 

प    ए                                                  ए                   ,                 

             50:50 hindsight                         

 At the same time, the focus of the visit being bilateral renders it in a different domain. 

      ,                प                                                ए  

Where other international actors stand 

                             

 The perceived “immorality” of India‟s reset is largely misdirected and should be aimed at more 
worthy targets, such as China, Russia and Pakistan. 

                           “        ”                औ      China, Russia औ  Pakistan 

                                       ए  

 Beijing siphoned off nearly 90% of the sanctioned Iranian oil exports, rendering only lip 
service to Tehran; Russia, which signed a 20-year Comprehensive Strategic Partnership 
Treaty with Iran last year, has also underdelivered. 

                                            90%  प   प          ,        ,        प        

20-year Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Treaty प          ए,        प           

           

 And last year, Pakistani generals promised to nuke Israel if it attacked Iran; they are now U.S. 
President Donald Trump‟s favourites. 

औ   प        प                       प            प         प  प                           

  ;       U.S. President Donald Trump    प           ए     
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 Similarly, even the Arabs and Muslim states were conspicuously silent during the Gaza 
conflict. 

       ,                         औ                 प      

 While the Indian reset is a long-overdue recognition of the tectonic geopolitical shifts in West 
Asia, the pendulum swung to the other extreme and is being gradually realigned with national 
interests. 

                              प    ए          -                              प       ,       

                              औ      -                                                    

 The regional dynamic being notoriously mercurial, India should strive to keep its options more 
open. 

                                            प                      ए  

 The Palestine Cause cannot be wished away forever. 

                           ए                             

 At the end of the day, Iran would remain an important player for India as an oil supplier and as 
a large market for Indian products, reconstruction projects and services. 

                     ए ए     प                     ,              प                         औ  

            ए        

 Iran, which borders Pakistan and Afghanistan, could be a strategic ally. 

    ,    प       औ                     , ए                             

 Further, if subterranean trends such as growing Arab unease with the American and Israeli 
Armageddon, the Saudi-UAE rift, the Iraq-Iran estrangement, and aggressive positioning by 
Pakistan and Türkiye are taken on board, a more nuanced reset would have suitably 
underscored continuity and inclusion. 

                            ,     -  ए       ,     -         , औ  प                    

                                       ए,                                        औ  

                              

 In retrospect, India could have reacted faster to the developments, such as the assassination 
of Iran‟s Supreme Leader and the appointment of his successor. 

 प                                                       औ                            

       प                           ए     

 Political correctness should not make India taciturn, as the diplomatic doublespeak offers 
many ways to skin the proverbial cat. 

                                 प               ए,                                         

 प                

 India‟s relations with the U.S. and Israel are not so fragile as to be upended by our agreeing 
to disagree. 

        औ                                                                    ए   

 Finally, India could have rendered more humanitarian relief to millions affected by the 
hostilities. 

                                                                              ए     

An opportunity for India 

                    

 The ongoing reset should accommodate two incipient, but profound, regional movements with 
long-term positives for India. 

                                               प                            ए,              ए 

                              

 First, the long-standing “Oil-for-Security” compact between the Washington-led West and 
the moderate Arab regimes has become a collateral casualty of the ongoing U.S.-Israel war 
against Iran. 

प   ,         -           प    औ                                             “Oil-for-

Security”        U.S.-Israel war against Iran                          

 The U.S. joined Israel in attacking Iran without prior notification to the GCC, ignoring the 
latter‟s cautionary advice. 
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           GCC    प            ए                               प            औ       

                             

 The West not only failed to protect them from Iranian retaliation, but its military bases on their 
soil became lightning rods for the Iranian attacks. 

प                                                     ,               प               

                              ए  

 Now, they fear that the U.S. may abruptly conclude the campaign, leaving them to face Iran‟s 
wrath. 

                                                     औ                              

     प           

 Once the dust settles, the GCC states may reduce their reliance on the U.S. and diversify 
their security partnership options to countries such as India, which are less likely to act as a 
Praetorian Guard. 

                      GCC states         प   प                         औ                     

                              ,    Praetorian Guard                                      

    

 India‟s response to any such proposal ought to be based on a careful SWOT analysis with 
clear rules of engagement. 

                      प                          प     SWOT analysis औ               

     प                 ए  

 Second, the Iranian retaliations against the GCC have disrupted business activity and supply 
chains, and an early return to „business as usual‟ appears unlikely. 

     , GCC                                     प   औ   प                                  

औ                                     

 The GCC‟s appeal as an oasis of eco-political stability in the turbulent region has taken a 
serious long-term knock, leading to some stakeholders‟ clamour for a “GCC+1” strategy. 

                 -                          प    GCC                                 , 

                  “GCC+1”                           

 India‟s eco-diplomacy must strive to position India as a viable and attractive alternative hub to 
the GCC‟s ritzy but fragile hotspots, which thrived by weaning away capital and talent from 
India. 

                                 GCC                                         प    

   प                        ए,                 प     औ                           

 The current commotion is a historic opportunity to seize what is rightfully ours. 

            ए                               प                             

 To remain relevant and effective, a country needs a dynamic foreign policy grounded in 
realism and national interest. 

        औ                      ए                      औ             प                      

                        

 Its execution requires the right mix of consistency, agility and modulation. 

                  ए         ,      प  औ                              

 As India‟s West Asia policy matures, it is relevant to recall British Prime Minister Lord 
Palmerston‟s maxim, “We have no eternal allies, and we have no perpetual enemies. Our 
interests are eternal and perpetual....” 

    -             प    ए          प  प           ,                Lord Palmerston        

                : “                                 ,                      ” 
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18Mar. On scientific collaborations in BRICS 

BRICS                     

 The BRICS grouping, comprising Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa, is a 
globally significant collective defined by its contributions to global GDP, scientific and 
technological capacity, natural resources, and population. 

BRICS     ,            ,   ,     ,     औ                     ,       GDP,         

    ,                औ               प                    

 Since its formation, the group has evolved into a prominent international voice, representing 
countries that seek to challenge Western hegemony. 

  प                                                                               

 BRICS functions as a collaborative force aimed at establishing a multipolar world system. 

BRICS                             प           
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 While the group‟s positions on global finance and macro-economic issues are recognised, 
cooperation in science, technology, and innovation (STI) remains less publicised. 

          औ                                  ,             औ                            

    

 At a time when global scientific collaboration is shaped by geopolitical tensions, techno-
nationalism, sanctions, and export controls, BRICS plays a critical role. 

                     ,                औ                     BRICS    प                  

    

 Through this platform, member nations coordinate strategies, strengthen their voice in global 
governance, and influence development finance via the New Development Bank. 

                                      औ  New Development Bank       ए              

                

 These members are also key contributors to global trade, energy production, and natural 
resources supply. 

               प  ,            औ          प           प        

 The 2022 launch of BRICS+ marked expansion towards a more inclusive platform and 
strengthened cooperation across the Global South. 

2022    BRICS+                                    औ                                

 This initiative aims to reduce technological dependencies and build shared capacities 
through structured programmes. 

                                 औ                            

 The group‟s membership has expanded to include Saudi Arabia, Egypt, UAE, Ethiopia, 
Indonesia, and Iran. 

                   ,    ,     ,          ,            औ                    

Cooperation in STI 

                     

 Cooperation in STI has been a part of the BRICS agenda since its early years. 

STI                   BRICS    ए                     

 It was formally recognised in 2011 and later consolidated in meetings between senior officials 
and BRICS Ministers of Science, Technology, and Innovation. 

    2011    औप                 औ                                            

 A pivotal 2015 memorandum established STI as a core strategic pillar, providing the 
institutional framework for collaborative research and capacity-building. 

2015           STI                          औ             ए                  

 This framework expanded cooperation, allowing members to leverage their strengths to 
address shared challenges and advance frontier sciences. 

                      प            प                                                

 The first BRICS Action Plan (2017-2020) tasked the STIEP Working Group with 
implementing programmes. 

प    2017-2020               STIEP                                             

 These initiatives focused on entrepreneurship networks, youth and women participation, 
technology transfer, and incubators. 

                     ,      औ                                             

 Over time, BRICS shifted from fundamental science to prioritising innovation and 
technology transfer. 

           BRICS                             औ                प            

 These priorities are defined in annual ministerial declarations. 

           ए                                         

 BRICS Ministers of STI meet annually to approve and sign strategic documents. 

STI                                                 

 Each member country has lead agencies that coordinate activities, issue proposals, and 
prepare project lists. 

                        प                           
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 During India‟s chairmanship, CSIR and DBT act as lead agencies. 

                 CSIR औ  DBT      ए                 

Recent Trends in BRICS STI Cooperation 

                                        

 A clear emphasis on innovation-driven and technology-enabled ecosystems is evident in 
recent summit themes and initiatives such as iBRICS and the Technology Transfer Centre 
(TTC). 

                         आ      औ                                  प              ,      

iBRICS औ  Technology Transfer Centre  

 The TTC has made notable progress in creating policy frameworks and institutional links for 
cross-border technology commercialisation. 

TTC                 औ                                           

 However, despite this progress, large-scale commercialisation remains limited. 

                   प                           

 The focus of BRICS joint research calls has shifted from basic science to socially relevant 
areas such as energy, water, health, and environment. 

                                           ,   ,     औ  प       प      

 The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated this shift, emphasising public health, vaccine research, 
biosecurity, and digital health. 

COVID-19                                 औ                                      

 Recent calls include high-performance computing, advanced materials, ICT, and space 
applications. 

                                    ,          ,             औ                       

    

 Scientific collaboration now focuses more on artificial intelligence and data-intensive 
science. 

                       औ       आ            प            

 Progress varies across sectors; strong growth is seen in ICT and HPC, including the Institute 
of Future Networks. 

                       -      ; ICT औ  HPC                

 There is also progress in space cooperation, especially after the 2021 agreement. 

2021                                              

 However, areas like mega-science projects, ocean and polar research have developed 
slowly. 

                            औ                                     

Expansion and Future Direction 

      औ               

 The expansion of BRICS has made it a more inclusive platform for knowledge exchange 
and research collaboration. 

BRICS                            औ                 प                

 The 2025 Declaration on AI elevated artificial intelligence to a central governance pillar. 

2025    AI                                         

 It promotes an approach that is equitable, inclusive, and development-oriented. 

              ,         औ                 

 The earlier 2021-24 Action Plan focused on networking, while later plans aim to scale 
projects in biotechnology, climate tech, industrial innovation, and AI. 

2021-24                प    ,              ए               औ  AI प            

 Under India‟s 2026 Presidency, with the theme Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and 
Sustainability, BRICS aims to deepen scientific ties. 

2026                              औ                       
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 The goal is to address challenges like digital divide, public health crises, and climate 
resilience. 

              ,          औ                                 

 However, participation from new members remains uneven, with only Egypt and Iran joining 
recent proposals. 

 ए                           ,          औ              ए  

 The China-BRICS Research Centre on New Quality Productive Forces was recently 
inaugurated in Beijing. 

                        BRICS                       

 This centre serves as a platform for academic exchange and technological research. 

              आ   -     औ                        

Consequences and concerns 

       औ          

 When compared to nations like South Korea, the National Innovation Systems (NIS) of 
BRICS countries show strengths and weaknesses. 

                        BRICS                                         औ                

 The gross domestic expenditure on research and development (GERD) is relatively lower 
across BRICS, except China. 

BRICS                           ,           प        

 The gap between BRICS and South Korea is wide, and most members need to catch up on 
innovation indicators. 

BRICS औ                                 औ                            

 With the expansion to BRICS+, innovation systems of new members also need 
strengthening. 

BRICS+               ए                                                 

 This strengthening could be a priority over the next decade for broader Global South 
benefits. 

                               ए                      

 The diversity of new members in economic development and scientific capacity creates 
difficulty in aligning interests. 

 ए          आ     औ                                 प             

 BRICS+ may need to develop paired links between specific members. 

BRICS+                                          

 Comparisons with the European Union suggest BRICS has fewer STI programme options. 

                        BRICS                  

 Funding competition is high but total funding remains modest. 

         ए                                       

 Experts suggest programmes must reach a new qualitative level to address global 
challenges. 

                                                     

 Research on BRICS STI cooperation is limited and lacks a data-driven framework. 

BRICS       प               औ       आ                     

A way forward 

आ          

 While BRICS has achieved collaboration, questions remain about the adequacy of its current 
framework. 

BRICS                  ,                    प              

 A major concern is the absence of a permanent institutional mechanism for STI 
cooperation. 

                                  

 The rotating presidency model is not ideal for long-term planning. 

                                 ए  प             
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 BRICS could adopt a central mechanism similar to the EU Horizon Programme with a 
dedicated Secretariat. 

BRICS EU Horizon Programme             प            

 This Secretariat could manage funding, proposals, monitoring, and evaluation. 

              ,      औ                         

 Developing Mega-science Projects can enhance deeper cooperation. 

                                            

 STI cooperation should expand beyond funding to include governance and impact of 
emerging technologies. 

                     औ                    ए  

 This would help in international negotiations and capacity building. 

                      औ                            

 Despite progress since 2015, there is still significant scope for improvement. 

2015                                              

 Making the framework more effective, agile, and credible will strengthen BRICS globally. 

               औ                       

 As chair of BRICS+ in 2026, India has the opportunity to lead this transformation. 

2026               प                                 

 

18Mar. „We do not act according to any other power‟ 

 „                                       ‟ 

 Iranian Kurdistan party PJAK makes its own decisions, says its co-chair over reports 
that Trump wanted the armed group to open an insurgency against Tehran; Peyman 
Viyan says the regime must change and if not it‟s heading towards collapse; she 
asserts that a democratic republic will guarantee the rights of all people; „we must not 
allow some to take advantage of the war and try to divide us‟ 

                     PJAK                       ,        -           ,              

                                                                ;                   

                         औ                                    ;                  
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                                                    ; „                              

                                                ‟ 

 The Kurdistan Free Life Party (PJAK), an armed Kurdish militant group in Iran, came under 
spotlight recently after U.S. President Donald Trump said he would welcome their 
involvement in the ongoing war against Iran. 

                  प    (PJAK),         ए                      ,                          

            प                                                                            

       

 The PJAK, which is aligned with the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) of Turkey, has sought 
greater autonomy for the Kurdish region in Iran („Eastern Kurdistan‟). 

 PJAK,                           प    (PKK)                  ,                  („प            ‟) 

     ए                                  

 Mr. Trump later ruled out Kurdish involvement in the war, but reports suggested that Kurdish 
militias were getting support from the U.S. and Israel. 

                                                          ,         प                       

                    औ                              

 In a written interview with The Hindu, Peyman Viyan, co-chair of the PJAK, says Kurds in Iran 
are not fighting for others. 

              ए ए                  , PJAK      -    प                                    

            ए                 

 “We ourselves will do what is necessary and we will make the necessary decisions 
accordingly,” says Ms. Viyan. 

 “                       औ                            ,”                     

How does PJAK assess the ongoing U.S.–Israeli war on Iran? Do you see it as a 
turning point for Iran and the wider region? 

 PJAK                       –                   आ           ?    आ           

औ                                         ? 

 The time has come for the Iranian nation-state to change. 

           -                              

 If it does not try to change itself and insist on its policies, it will be changed in some way. 

                                       औ   प           प             ,                    

           ए    

 Iran wants to expand its hegemony in the region. 

              प                        

 It has been working for this for years. 

           ए                       

 Within the framework of the Abraham Accords, West Asia is being redesigned. 

                               प    ए        प                           

 Israel wants to be the hegemon and dominate the region. 

                       प                 

 The current war in Iran has its roots in the Gulf War of 1991. 

                           1991                    

 Since the current regime has not been able to change itself and has not responded to the 
demands of the Iranian people, it is now heading towards collapse. 

                                                औ                                             , 

    ए       प                    

 The Iranian regime will try to expand the war in the region in order to extend its life. 

             प                      ए                                          

 In the current situation, one cannot say when exactly, but this regime can no longer stand on 
its own feet. 

                                      ,                   प   प     प                    

 It needs to change somehow. 
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From your perspective on the ground, how has the conflict changed the security 
situation in Kurdish areas of Iran? 

 आ             ,                                                             ? 

 First of all, as the Kurdish people, we have a clear perspective of building a democratic and 
free society for the whole of Iran without war. 

      प   ,                प   ,       प   प              ए             ए            औ       

                            

 We want Iran to become democratic. 

                                    

 A democratic Iran will also guarantee the rights of the Kurds. 

 ए                                                     

 The Kurds are not a people apart from Iran and have never had any desire other than the 
unity of all the peoples of Iran. 

                                  औ                                     ए                     

          

 The organisation of the Kurds will cause all Iranian peoples to organise themselves properly 
and institutionalise themselves. 

                                                    औ                   ए              

 Yes, we are an organisational, political and military force. 

    ,    ए          ,          औ              

 We have a lot of experience in the military field. 

                               

 We will do whatever we can to protect our people. 

     प                     ए                ,        

 Instead of waging meaningless wars, our strategy is based on self-defence. 

                         ,                    प             

 

GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED     18  March  2026 

18Mar 9-judge Bench starts hearing on definition of „industry‟ 

„    ‟               9-                             
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18Mar. 9-judge Bench starts hearing on definition of 
„industry‟ 

 „    ‟               9-                             

 A nine-judge Bench of the Supreme Court headed by Chief 
Justice of India Surya Kant on Tuesday asked the government 
whether a canteen run in a defence research organisation would be 
considered an „industry‟ or a „sovereign function‟. 

                                                           9-

      प                          प          ए                     

                            „    ‟        ए      „          ‟  

 The court‟s query came on the first day of the hearing of a 
reference regarding the definition of „industry‟ under Section 2(j) of 
the now-repealed Industrial Disputes Act, 1947. 

                                                         „    ‟    

प       प                      ,            ए  ए                   

  , 1947         2(j)        

 The nine-judge Bench is examining whether “social welfare 
activities and schemes or other enterprises” undertaken by 
government departments or its instrumentalities could be construed 
as industrial activity. 

 9-      प                        “                        औ  

                 ”                                               

       ,     औ                               

 Another question framed by the Supreme Court for 
consideration by the proposed nine-judge Bench is a clarification on 
what „state/sovereign activities‟ would fall within the definition of 
industry under Section 2(j). 

 ए  औ                               9-      प                 ए       

       ,                            „   /                ‟      2(j)    

            प                       

 
 
 

GS Paper III: S&T,  
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18Mar Cholesterol makes cells‟ nuclei squishy, helping melanoma spread 

                                            ,                             

         

18Mar Sex bias: key to a DNA puzzle 

           :                      
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18Mar. Cholesterol makes cells‟ nuclei squishy, helping melanoma spread 

                                            ,                             

         

 Melanoma is one of the most dangerous common skin cancers. 

                                            ए      

 It starts in melanocytes, the skin cells that make melanin, the pigment that gives skin its 
colour. 

                                        melanin         ,                        

 Cancer doesn‟t appear overnight. 

     ए                       

 A normal cell becomes cancerous in steps, as its DNA and its gene-control systems pick up 
changes over time. 

ए                           प   DNA औ     -                                  -          
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 These changes push the cell to do three things: divide too much, avoid being destroyed by 
the immune system, and spread into other parts of the body. 

                                     ए              :                     ,              

       , औ                             

 This spread is called metastasis, and it is what makes many cancers deadly. 

                                 , औ                                  

 Researchers want to know which changes matter most because those changes can become 
targets for treatment. 

                                                  प                  प                  

    

Becoming squishy 

           

 A recent study led by scientists at the U.S. National Institutes of Health reported an 
unexpected driver of cancer spread: cholesterol in the membrane around the cell nucleus. 

                                                          ए  ए ए                      

         ए                    :                                     cholesterol  

 The nucleus is the cell‟s control room, where most of the DNA is stored. 

                                 ,              DNA                 

 It‟s wrapped in a thin nuclear envelope, like a flexible shell. 

   ए  प                               ,    ए                            

 The team found this pattern in melanoma and also in breast and prostate cancers. 

          प                     औ                   प     

 When cholesterol levels in the nuclear envelope were high, the nucleus became easier to 
deform. 

                  cholesterol              ,                                     

 In other words, it became more squishy. 

             ,                       

 This is important because cancer cells often have to squeeze through tight gaps between 
other cells to spread. 

      प                                         ए                                     

       प        

 A squishier nucleus makes that squeezing easier, so the cancer can invade new tissues more 
successfully. 

                                          ,             ए                    प     

                 

 High cholesterol did something else, too: it made the nuclear envelope more fragile. 

   cholesterol    ए  औ          :                                          

 Fragile envelopes were more likely to tear in small, local spots. 

                  -           प                                 

 When a tear happens, the DNA inside can be exposed to forces that damage it. 

               ,            DNA              प                              प           

 Damaged DNA can lead to new mutations, and some of those new mutations can make the 
cancer even more aggressive. 

      DNA  ए          प              , औ                      औ                 

         

 When the researchers lowered cholesterol levels in cancer cells, the cells became less 
invasive and less aggressive. 

                                 cholesterol              ,          ए           औ  

                      

 These findings also help explain an earlier observation: people with melanoma who were 
taking statins — drugs that lower cholesterol in the blood — seemed to show slower 
progression, on average, than people who were not. 
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         ए  प                                         :                          statins    

       —          cholesterol               —      औ                              

Too much LBR 

     LBR 

 A big question arose: how did the cancer cells raise cholesterol in the nuclear envelope? 

ए            :                                 cholesterol           ? 

 The study pointed to a protein called the lamin B receptor (LBR). 

        ए                                                           

 Think of LBR as a tool with two parts sitting in the inner nuclear membrane. 

    ए       प                                                              

 One part helps attach DNA (packed with proteins) to the inner surface of the nucleus. 

ए      DNA                                                 

 The other part helps the cell make cholesterol. 

                    cholesterol                       

 In many melanoma samples, the researchers found that cells produced too much LBR. 

                                   प             ए           LBR              

 When LBR levels were high, the cellular cholesterol levels rose as well, and the nucleus 
became both more deformable and more fragile. 

   LBR              ,              cholesterol           औ                            

औ                     

 When the team reduced the LBR levels, the nuclear envelope became tougher and less 
easily deformed. 

          LBR              ,                                 औ                      

    

 Curiously, if the researchers used a version of LBR that couldn‟t do its cholesterol-making job, 
then boosting the LBR didn‟t produce the same fragile, squishy nucleus. 

      प   ,                  LBR         प  प            cholesterol                   

          ,    LBR       प               औ                        

 This suggested the cholesterol-making function was central to the effect. 

                   cholesterol                                           

 The team also tested what happened when they removed cholesterol directly from cell 
membranes: the nuclear membranes became much less fragile than in untreated cells. 

             प                                              cholesterol                  : 

                     प                                                   

 This •t the idea that cholesterol was changing the physical properties of the nuclear 
envelope. 

                   प       cholesterol                                           

A treatment target 

            

 The researchers then asked a bigger question: could this process start early in cancer 
development? 

                      ए         प   :                                                   

       ? 

 If high LBR and high cholesterol appear early, then repeated small tears in the nuclear 
envelope could increase DNA damage over time. 

       LBR औ     cholesterol                          ,                      -        -     

                DNA damage              

 More DNA damage could then raise the chances of new mutations, leading to the cancer 
becoming more malignant. 

     DNA damage  ए                                ,                                  
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 The team engineered melanoma cells in two versions: one set with normal LBR levels and 
the other where LBR had been silenced (i.e. which lacked LBR). 

                                प                : ए              LBR       औ              

LBR                          

 They injected these cells into mice. 

                                           

 Tumours from the control cells showed more ruptured nuclear envelopes than tumours made 
from LBR-silenced cells. 

                               LBR-                                                   

                         

 This supported the idea that LBR could help melanoma invade and spread in a living 
organism. 

                           LBR                                 औ                      

    

 Finally, the researchers checked patient data in the real world. 

      ,                                                           

 In one large melanoma dataset, called TCGA-SKCM, patients whose tumours showed higher 
LBR expression early tended to have worse outcomes. 

ए                      ,      TCGA-SKCM            ,                                         

LBR expression   ,      प           प ए  ए  

 Put together, the evidence suggested that LBR could be a useful therapeutic target for 
slowing cancer metastasis. 

                                      LBR         metastasis                   ए ए  

 प      प                   

 “The •nding that LBR-mediated cholesterol production causes nuclear envelope fragility is 
intriguing in the context of cancer, as high cholesterol has been associated with tumour 
development and immune cell invasion in melanoma,” the researchers wrote in their paper. 

              प      प             LBR              cholesterol                      

                       ,                        प                cholesterol               

      औ                                 

 “Furthermore, epidemiological studies have shown that long-term statin use to decrease 
serum cholesterol is associated with decreased cancer progression and severity in many 
cancer subtypes, including melanoma.” 

          ,                         प                         statin     प          

                      ए        ए                   ,                           ,         औ  

                       

 “Increased cholesterol synthesis driven by upregulated LBR could serve as a metabolic 
enhancer,” the authors continued, “increasing tumour cells‟ ability to proliferate and cope with 
nutrient-deprived conditions. 

                          ए LBR                            ए     प                  प    

               ,                             औ  प                                  प       

              

 Together, our •ndings suggest that LBR could be a prognostic indicator in early melanoma 
disease progression, and could serve as a drug target to prevent metastatic dissemination of 
melanoma, thereby improving prognosis for patient survival.” 

         ,                         LBR                                 ए  प                    

        औ                 प     प                                             ,       

                                                   

Curiosity-driven 

      -      

 Scientists •rst discovered LBR‟s cholesterol-related role more than 25 years ago in research 
that had nothing to do with cancer. 
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             LBR                                  25             प                             

                           

 In the 1970s and 1980s, researchers studying fungi identi•ed genes involved in making 
sterols — which are cholesterol-like molecules in fungi. 

1970s औ  1980s   ,                                            प                        

         —                                      

 In the 1990s, when scientists compared DNA sequences, they noticed that a human gene, 
LBR, resembled a sterol-making gene in fungi. 

1990s   ,                   ए ए                    ,                            LBR,        

                              

 That raised a curious question: could the human gene replace the broken fungal gene? It 
could. 

     ए             :                                              ?             

 That experiment was early evidence that LBR is an enzyme that processes sterol. 

                           LBR ए  ए                                      

 Years later, that basic biology link helped researchers connect LBR to nuclear cholesterol 
and the spread of cancer. 

       ,                                             LBR                    औ          

                          

 It‟s a clean example of how “why does this work this way?” research can eventually matter to 
medicine, even when no one can predict the connection in advance 

                             “                         ?”                            ए 

   प              ,        प                                          

 

 

18Mar. Sex bias: key to a 
DNA puzzle 

           :                

      

Neanderthal DNA Study 

                    

 For years, scientists noticed 
that modern humans carry very little 
Neanderthal DNA on their X 
chromosomes. 

                                      

               X chromosomes प  

       Neanderthal DNA प         

    

 To understand why, 
researchers from the University of 
Pennsylvania reversed the 
perspective and looked for early 
modern human DNA within ancient 
Neanderthal genomes. 

               ए University of 

Pennsylvania                        

     औ          ए               

                      ए ए        

    

 In a study published in Science on February 26, they reported that interbreeding between 
Neanderthals and early modern humans was heavily sex-biased. 
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February 26    Science           ए                            ए      औ          

                                          प प        

 To find this, the team analysed the Altai Neanderthal genome — a female individual found in 
the Altai Mountains whose 1,22,000-year-old remains provide the oldest high-quality 
Neanderthal genome — and found a 62% excess of modern human ancestry on its X 
chromosome compared to its other chromosomes. 

               ए        Altai Neanderthal                      —    Altai Mountains         

ए             ,       1,22,000-year-old            प                       ए            

             — औ  प            X chromosome प                                     

       62% excess     

 The finding allowed the team to rule out natural selection as the main cause for the missing 
DNA. 

                                                         ए ए                         

         

 Why? Because if biological incompatibility were the main problem, the Neanderthal X 
chromosome would have rejected modern human DNA. 

   ?                                     ,      ए         X                       ए ए 

                   

 But instead it contained a surplus. 

                               प       

 The researchers then tested whether migration patterns, such as females moving between 
groups, could explain the data. 

                                           प    ,                                          , 

                         

 They found that even extreme migration models could not account for such a high 62% 
surplus. 

       प                                     62% surplus                    

 Instead, the most likely explanation was ancestry-specific mate preference, i.e. it was 
concluded that interbreeding primarily involved male Neanderthals and female modern 
humans. 

         ,                      -                 ,                              

              प    प      ए      औ                                 

 Remarkably, this bias remained consistent across different encounters separated by 200,000 
years, suggesting that the social dynamics between these two groups were stable over very 
long periods. 

         प   ,    प प   200,000 years                      प                 ,          
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18Mar. Prison outbreak 

             

 India‟s overcrowded jails pose a serious 
health risk to inmates 

                                            ए       

          प            

 The public health crisis in India‟s prisons is 
distinguished by its poorer infrastructure and a general 
disregard for treating ailments until they become 
inconvenient. 

                                                       

औ                                             प      

                              ए   

 A prisoner does not lose the right to health, a 
point courts have repeatedly stressed; yet, between 
August 20, 2025, and March 9, 2026, around 92 
inmates at the Jalpaiguri Central Correctional Home 
were infected with herpes simplex virus (HSV) and 
seven of them died. 

ए        प                             ,        

              -          ;        August 20, 2025    

March 9, 2026          प                           

     92      herpes simplex virus (HSV)           

 ए औ          7                

 HSV is common in the general population but 
experts have said that in immunocompromised or 
overcrowded populations with poor care, it can lead to 
encephalitis, which is often fatal. 

HSV                      ,                           

                          औ                   

            encephalitis                   ,    

                  

 The Home‟s 171% occupancy rate rendered 
good hygiene and isolation a luxury. 

          171% occupancy rate         औ        

                        

 According to the 2023 Prison Statistics of 
India, district prisons in West Bengal have reported 
occupancy rates exceeding 160% and certain 
facilities, such as the Kandi Sub-Jail, have historically 
reached staggering levels of over 400%. 

2023 Prison Statistics of India          , प          

                 160%         औ                       

  -       400%                               

 While the State has many foreign national 
inmates, overcrowding is a persistent fact of India‟s 
correctional facilities. 

                                ,                      

         ए                

 In 2023, 30% of inmates in 10 prisons in 
Kerala were found to have skin diseases caused by 
humidity and a lack of personal space. 

2023            10          30%                औ                                   प ए 

 ए  
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 A 2023 study in The Lancet Public Health found prisoners in India five times more likely to 
develop tuberculosis (TB) than the general population. 

The Lancet Public Health           2023         प                                          

            5           tuberculosis (TB)                          

 In 2025, the Home Ministry ordered prison screening camps as unventilated environments 
allow TB to spread rapidly. 

2025                                                                                          

           TB                   

 The Nagpur and Indore central jails had major COVID-19 outbreaks. 

   प   औ                              प      प  COVID-19       प  ए  

 According to the India Justice Report 2025, HIV prevalence among inmates is also 
significantly higher than the national average due to shared equipment and inadequate 
screening at entry. 

India Justice Report 2025          ,            HIV prevalence        औ                  , 

                 प    औ               प              

 Mandatory, comprehensive medical screening could catch many of these infections before 
they become injurious, which also requires facilities to have the requisite personnel. 

        औ    प                                          प    प          ,         ए प     

                                  

 But the report also flagged a 43% vacancy rate for medical officers, resulting in the number 
of inmates per doctor being 2.6 times higher than recommended by the Model Prison 
Manual. 

        प                                               43% vacancy rate   ,                

                Model Prison Manual               2.6                     

 There are also only 25 psychologists for India‟s 5.7 lakh inmates. 

        5.7                  ए      25                

 Filling this gap requires integrating prisons into the National Health Mission, ensuring a 
sufficient number of health workers trained to manage outbreaks, and enforcing the Manual‟s 
standards uniformly across States. 

          प              ए          National Health Mission              , प            

                        औ                               प    प                      

    

 As West Bengal‟s actions in 2020 illustrate — temporarily releasing thousands of undertrials 
to relieve overcrowding in the South 24 Parganas District Correctional Home and the Baruipur 
Central Jail — the solutions are not confined to health. 

        प             2020                   —      24 प              औ     प             

                    ए                                    प                  —             

                      

 The judiciary must fast-track cases involving undertrials, who constitute the majority of 
inmates, expand the use of bail and non-custodial alternatives for minor offences and 
expedite the repatriation of foreign nationals. 

   प                                                  प         ए,                   ,       

औ     -                                ए औ                       प                        

    ए  
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18Mar. A bit of a blur over India‟s new carbon credit plan 

                                          

 A significant policy announcement in the Union Budget 2026, involving a massive ₹20,000 
crore outlay for a carbon credit programme, has sparked a wave of confusion and conflicting 
reports, pitting a clear-cut governmental road map for heavy industry against a burgeoning 
narrative of a new income stream for India‟s farmers. 

Union Budget 2026    ₹20,000 crore                                                        

औ               प           प            ,                      ए                 औ  

             ए                                      

 At the heart of the debate is a fundamental question. 

                 ए                

 Is this Budget allocation designed to fund Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage (CCUS) 
technologies for smokestack industries? 

                Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage (CCUS)               प     

          ए   ? 

 Or is it a pioneering scheme to help farmers earn carbon credits through sustainable 
agriculture? 

                                                                                ? 

 Evidence from official documents suggests the first, but a persistent parallel narrative, echoed 
in several media reports, insists on the second. 

                प                         ,                   प                          

प           

 The first is the CCUS for “Hard-to-Abate” Industries. 

प       “Hard-to-Abate”               CCUS  

 The unambiguous anchor for the Budget announcement is the “R&D Roadmap for CCUS”, 
released by the Department of Science and Technology (DST) in December 2025. 

                        “R&D Roadmap for CCUS”   ,      Department of Science 

and Technology (DST)    December 2025               
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 This technical document, which forms the basis of the budgetary provision, leaves little room 
for ambiguity regarding its scope and intent. 

                                       औ                                          

 The road map explicitly identifies its target sectors, power, steel, cement, refineries, and 
chemicals. 

     प        प                ए  ए   : power, steel, cement, refineries, and chemicals  

 These are labelled as “hard-to-abate” industries where process emissions are 
concentrated, measurable, and technically challenging to eliminate through renewable energy 
alone. 

    “hard-to-abate” industries                            ,   प       औ                   

               

 The proposed ₹20,000 crore over five years is earmarked for large-scale deployment of 
CCUS technologies, essentially capturing carbon dioxide from factory flue gases and either 
using it industrially or storing it underground. 

       ₹20,000 crore (5       ) CCUS technologies        प      प   प         ए            , 

                                             प      प                   ए    

Not on the list 

                   

 Crucially, agriculture is conspicuously absent from this list of CCUS sectors. 

   प     प   ,         CCUS sectors                           

 The road map acknowledges agriculture as a source of greenhouse gases (primarily methane 
and nitrous oxide) but only in an inventory context. 

     प                                      ,                                 

 It explicitly excludes agriculture from CCUS strategies because agricultural emissions are 
diffuse, biologically mediated, and not suited to the point-source capture technology that 
defines CCUS. 

       प            CCUS strategies                                         ए औ        

         

 The road map draws a clear line between CCUS (preventing new industrial emissions) and 
Carbon Dioxide Removal (CDR) (drawing down existing atmospheric CO2), where 
agriculture, through soil carbon sequestration, biochar, and agroforestry, plays a starring role. 

     प CCUS औ  Carbon Dioxide Removal (CDR)                       ,               

                

 The second is the persistent counter-narrative of farmers as climate solutionists. 

                    climate solutionists     प                          

 Despite this clear industrial focus, articles and social media discourse have propagated a 
different story. 

   औ                    ,        औ                                              

 This narrative posits that the budgetary outlay will directly enable farmers to participate in 
carbon markets by adopting regenerative practices, turning “farms into climate solutions”. 

                  ,                   carbon markets             औ                 

                              

The root of the confusion 

               

 This interpretation appears to conflate two distinct concepts. 

              -                                  

 The Budget‟s CCUS fund (for industrial carbon capture) and the broader, evolving voluntary 
carbon market in India, where agriculture and forestry projects are already beginning to 
generate credits for global and domestic buyers. 

       CCUS fund (औ                       ए) औ                                  

     ,           औ         प       ए  प                               
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 Proponents of the “farmer” narrative point to the growing global and domestic demand for 
nature-based carbon credits. 

“     ”                            -                                                     

 Several private sector initiatives and State-level programmes are already piloting models 
where farmers are compensated for practices that enhance soil organic carbon. 

        औ                                                                               

           ए                      

 The confusion likely stems from the Budget‟s use of the term “carbon credit programme” in 
a broader sense, while its detailed architecture, as per the DST road map, is exclusively 
industrial. 

                    “carbon credit programme”         प   प                ,      

  ए         प                       प        औ          

 Analysts say the confusion highlights a communication gap and a policy opportunity. 

                         ए             औ                          

 The DST road map is a technically sound, sector-specific document, but the Budget‟s use of 
the more familiar term „carbon credit‟ has blurred lines. 

  ए         प         प                ,       „carbon credit‟        प                 

                   

 Mention of a “programme” amid discussion of agricultural carbon credits has led some to 
expect a funded scheme for farmers. 

                             “programme”                    ए    प                       

       

 This expectation is plausible, as the Agriculture Ministry has been exploring soil health and 
climate-resilient farming for years. 

    प                                                           औ        -           प  

               

 A structured carbon farming programme is a logical next step, but it would need separate 
policy, funding, and institutional frameworks distinct from the costly, tech-heavy CCUS 
initiative. 

ए                                              ,              ए         ,     औ  

                      ,          औ       -       प              

 The government faces the task of clarifying this distinction to manage expectations. 

                                                     प                              

 The ₹20,000 crore CCUS programme is a critical pillar for decarbonising industry, a sector 
vital for growth but also responsible for a quarter of India‟s emissions. 

₹20,000 crore CCUS programme                                 प           ,            

              ए                 

 Its success is non-negotiable for meeting net-zero goals. 

           net-zero goals               ए             

 Simultaneously, the powerful narrative around farmers and carbon credits highlights a 
massive parallel opportunity. 

      ,         औ                            ए                         

 India‟s vast agricultural lands hold immense potential for carbon sequestration. 

                                                        

 A separate, well-designed policy to create a trusted domestic carbon market for 
agriculture could unlock enormous economic and environmental benefits, truly creating a 
“new income stream” for farmers. 

          ए ए                                               औ  प                         औ  

             ए                          

A multi-sectoral approach is needed 

  -             आ       

 The current debate underscores a pivotal moment in India‟s climate strategy. 

                                ए     प                      
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 Budget 2026 has firmly placed its ₹20,000 crore bet on industrial decarbonisation through 
CCUS. 

Budget 2026    ₹20,000 crore          CCUS            औ                    प           

 The “farmer carbon credit” story, while not funded by this specific outlay, reflects a powerful 
and growing reality in the voluntary carbon space and a compelling demand for a parallel 
policy initiative. 

“farmer carbon credit”    ,                     प            ,                               

                       

 The path ahead requires the government to clearly demarcate these two crucial fronts in the 
climate fight — smokestack and soil — while advancing both with equal ambition. 

                      प                           प          — smokestack औ  soil —    

    प            औ                 प           ए  

 The confusion may be born of conflation today, but it points to the comprehensive, multi-
sectoral approach India will need to forge a sustainable future. 

                                 ,                    ए ए    प    -                
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18Mar. Moral disengagement and the impact of power 

              औ              

Violence, Ethics and Moral Framing 

     ,         औ                 

 Even with the establishment of norms and laws to maintain morality and ethical behaviour, 
violence and unethical behaviour have always been part of society. 

           ए           ए      औ                             औ                       

             



                      
 

  

P
ag

e4
1

 

 Throughout history, harmful acts, especially by those in power, have rarely been presented as 
immoral. 

                                   ए  ए                                                

 Instead, they are reframed as necessary, justified, or beneficial. 

        आ   ,                                

 The killing of indigenous populations during colonisation was described as “civilising” 
territories. 

औप                                                 प                   

 Wars against weaker nations are justified in the name of security or national defence. 

            प                                    प                       

 Civilian deaths are labelled as “collateral damage”. 

                                             

 Violence against women is dismissed as minor deviance or accidental behaviour, shifting 
blame to victims. 

                                          प                               

 In modern contexts, AI systems use data without consent and present it as progress. 

              AI                                औ                          

 Companies replacing workers with AI frame it as development. 

  प                                        

 Perception of actions depends on power, narrative, and description. 

                       औ        प                 

The concept of moral disengagement 

                        

 The concept of moral disengagement was introduced by psychologist Albert Bandura. 

           Albert Bandura                                

 It explains how individuals justify harmful behaviour while still seeing themselves as moral. 

                                                                     

 Developed in the 1990s, it explains absence of guilt in harmful actions. 

          1990s              औ   प            प                         

 People justify actions by reducing responsibility, ignoring consequences, blaming 
victims, or claiming greater good. 

                    ,                   ,                                           

 प                       

 Moral disengagement operates not only individually but also at collective and institutional 
levels. 

                               औ            प                  

 Within power networks, shared language and narratives help diffuse responsibility and 
sustain authority. 

                   औ                                             

Mechanisms of moral disengagement 

                    

 According to Albert Bandura, there are several mechanisms through which individuals 
disengage from moral responsibility. 

Albert Bandura          ,                                                    

 One mechanism is moral justification, where harmful actions are presented as serving a 
moral purpose such as national security or defence. 

ए              औ      ,                                                   प             

         

 Another is advantageous comparison, where an act is compared to something worse to 
make it appear as a lesser evil. 
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                    औ      ,                                        ए                      

                  

 Displacement of responsibility occurs when individuals believe they are not accountable as 
they are following orders. 

                                                                          आ              

                

 Similarly, diffusion of responsibility spreads accountability across multiple actors, making it 
difficult to identify who is responsible. 

                                                                                            

    

 Distortion of consequences involves ignoring or minimising harm, especially when effects 
seem distant or abstract. 

                                                                

 Dehumanisation and attribution of blame portray victims as less human or responsible for 
their suffering, reducing empathy. 

          औ              प                                                 

 Together, these mechanisms allow individuals and institutions to maintain a positive moral 
self-image while engaging in harmful actions. 

                                               ए               

 Moral disengagement does not mean absence of morality but shows how moral reasoning is 
restructured to justify harm. 

                                                                   

Euphemistic labelling and Media Framing Theory 

               औ                       

 Euphemistic labelling is a key mechanism where harmful acts are described using 
sanitised or technical language. 

                                                                     

 Replacing harsh words with neutral terms reduces the emotional impact and makes actions 
easier to justify. 

                                                                     

 For example, terms like “collateral damage” instead of civilian deaths or “enhanced 
interrogation” instead of torture. 

            ए “collateral damage”    “enhanced interrogation”          

 Language becomes more powerful when amplified through the media. 

                                औ                       

 Media institutions shape public perception by choosing words, narratives, and frames. 

            औ              ए                    

 According to Media Framing Theory by Erving Goffman, presentation of an issue shapes 
how people understand its causes and consequences. 

Erving Goffman    Media Framing Theory                                                 

 Media framing can support political elites and powerful institutions by softening or 
obscuring harmful realities. 

                                                 प           

Use of language in abuse and media narratives 

        औ                                

 In discussions surrounding cases of child rape and trafficking by influential people like Jeffrey 
Epstein, terms such as “underage girls” or “young women” were used. 

                    Jeffrey Epstein              “                ”    “            ”      

         प              

 Such phrasing softens the idea of abuse and violence, framing it as misconduct rather than 
child rape. 

               औ                                                         
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 Phrases like “sex with a minor” imply mutual participation, hiding coercion and power 
imbalance. 

“                    ”                औ                   प        

 Bureaucratic terms like “network,” “client list,” “recruitment” make exploitation appear like 
a corporate activity. 

“      ”, “         ”, “   ”                                   

 Euphemistic language in military context 

                               

 In military operations like those in Gaza, terms such as “airstrikes,” “collateral damage,” 
“security operations” are used. 

Gaza               “        ”, “            ”, “            ”          प             

 These replace direct descriptions like bombing civilians or residential areas. 

                                                 प        

 Such language reframes violence as strategic or procedural, reducing emotional impact. 

                                                              

Moral disengagement and power 

             औ      

 Moral disengagement becomes significant in systems of power like states, militaries, 
corporations, and bureaucracies. 

                ,     ,          औ                   प             

 These systems operate through hierarchies and specialised roles, causing fragmented 
responsibility. 

           औ                                                         

 Top authorities justify harmful policies as necessary for security, growth, or order. 

                      ,                    ए                

 Lower-level actors shift responsibility to rules and procedures. 

                                   औ          प            

 Media may shape perception by softening or hiding harmful realities. 

                                                 

 Civilians may accept such narratives due to limited or distorted information. 

                                                            

Key takeaways 

          

 Bandura‟s theory explains how individuals and institutions justify violence through cognitive 
and linguistic mechanisms. 

Bandura                                  औ                                          

 Moral disengagement allows continuation of harm without rejecting morality explicitly. 

                                                    

 Recognising these behaviours is crucial to challenge and resist such systems. 

              प                   औ                  ए          

 Understanding these mechanisms helps demand accountability and transparency. 

                   औ                                   

 It enables use of language that reflects reality accurately. 

                                                   

 This concept is important in today‟s geopolitical context to critically analyse narratives and 
policies. 

                                 औ                             प        

 
 


