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FIFA signs ‘game-changing

pIarmershiE’ with YouTube

YouTube made a World Cup deal with FIFA on
Tuesday that lets rights-holding broadcasters
stream game action live on the video platform that
offers global access to young viewers. FIFA
announced a “game-changing partnership” that
encourages World Cup rights holders to broadcast
the first 10 minutes of games during the June 11-July
19 tournament — in effect an appetiser encouraging
young fans then to watch on traditional channels
such as network TV. Broadcasters “will be able to
stream a select number of matches in full on their
YouTube channel, engaging global audiences and
promoting where to watch more of the
competition,” FIFA said. FIFA also pledged to share
some of its World Cup archive on YouTube
“including full length past matches and many more
iconic moments in the sport’s history”.

18Mar. FIFA signs ‘game-changing partnership’
with YouTube
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¢ FIFA signs ‘game-changing partnership’ with YouTube.
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e YouTube made a World Cup deal with FIFA on Tuesday
that lets rights-holding broadcasters stream game action live on
the video platform that offers global access to young viewers.
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e FIFA announced a “game-changing partnership” that
encourages World Cup rights holders to broadcast the first 10
minutes of games during the June 11-July 19 tournament — in
effect an appetiser encouraging young fans then to watch on
traditional channels such as network TV.
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° Broadcasters “will be able to stream a select number of matches in full on their YouTube

channel, engaging global audiences and promoting where to watch more of the competition,”

FIFA said.

I A e fb TR “3U7 YouTube e IR $& TAMd Fal 1 QU w0 J T B Fb 1,
g Ay gxfepl Y SireT ST Wb 3R UG Y 3R el 31 ¢ Tg Y Sraran S b1

e FIFA also pledged to share some of its World Cup archive on YouTube “including full length
past matches and many more iconic moments in the sport’s history”.
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Sage \yiiscoplayion

As Sage Veda Vyasa was born on an island in the deep wa-
ters of the Yamuna river, he is called Dvaipayana, derived
from the root Dweepa. The river Yamuna is associated
with Krishna, so he is also known as “Krishna Dvaipaya-
na.” The Vedas are considered the divine rules and codes
of God (Lord’s Sankalpa) for the world. They describe
what God has planned for the universe and human beings.

Water is essential to the survival of humans and all liv-
ing beings. Yajnas (sacrificial rituals) are performed for the
welfare of the world. It is believed that the offerings in yaj-
nas reach the Sun and return to the earth in the form of
rain. Because of sufficient rain, water becomes available,
and with water we obtain food (annam), which is essential
for the survival of all creatures. These important ideals are
mentioned in the Vedas. Sage Vyasa classified the Vedas
into different groups. Sri Damodara Dikshitar said in a dis-
course that the Rig Veda hymns are used to invite the de-
vas (deities). Yajur Veda mantras are used while perform-
ing homa or yajna rituals to the devas. In Sama Veda,
hymns or chants are sung in praise of the deities. These
yajnas are generally performed by learned priests called
Dikshitars. Because he divided and organised the Vedas,
he came to be known as Veda Vyasa.

The Atharva Veda contains knowledge of warfare,
methods for defeating enemies, preparation of weapons,
and information on medicines. Vyasa’s disciples included
Jaimini, Sumantu, Paila and Vaisampayana. His important
works include the Mahabharata (the fifth Veda), Brahma
Sutras and Srimad Bhagavata. The Puranas were compiled
by Veda Vyasa.

and all living beings.

18Mar. Sage Vyasa’s contribution
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e As Sage Veda Vyasa was born on an island in
the deep waters of the Yamuna river, he is called
Dvaipayana, derived from the root Dweepa.
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e The river Yamuna is associated with Krishna,
so he is also known as “Krishna Dvaipayana.”
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e The Vedas are considered the divine rules
and codes of God (Lord’s Sankalpa) for the world.
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e They describe what God has planned for the
universe and human beings.
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e Water is essential to the survival of humans
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e Yajnas (sacrificial rituals) are performed for the welfare of the world.
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e ltis believed that the offerings in yajnas reach the Sun and return to the earth in the form of

rain.
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e Because of sufficient rain, water becomes available, and with water we obtain food
(annam), which is essential for the survival of all creatures.

g qui 19 & SR UTHT U Bial &, 3R U & J1Y g HISH (319) U g1l §, ot gt

Siel & 31T & T mawge 2|

e These important ideals are mentioned in the Vedas.
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e Sage Vyasa classified the Vedas into different groups.
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e Sri Damodara Dikshitar said in a discourse that the Rig Veda hymns are used to invite the

devas (deities).
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e Yajur Veda mantras are used while performing homa or yajna rituals to the devas.
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e In Sama Veda, hymns or chants are sung in praise of the deities.
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e These yajnas are generally performed by learned priests called Dikshitars.
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e Because he divided and organised the Vedas, he came to be known as Veda Vyasa.
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e The Atharva Veda contains knowledge of warfare, methods for defeating enemies,
preparation of weapons, and information on medicines.
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e Vyasa’s disciples included Jaimini, Sumantu, Paila and Vaisampayana.

oI & el § SR, gHg, usar ok

U e

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Page3

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in




YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

His important works include the Mahabharata (the fifth Veda), Brahma Sutras and Srimad
Bhagavata. o
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The Puranas were compiled by Veda Vyasa.
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Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1. 18Mar. Q Uiz

U.S. President Harry S. Truman referred to his country's

involvement in the Korean War as: Ans: Sponsor of United ) ]
Nations police action e U.S. President Harry S. Truman described

2. After the 1964 Gulf of Tonkin incident, the U.S. Congress . y .
authorised this President to use military force in Vietnam through AmerICa S I’OIe in the Korean War (1950—53) -

3 jointresoliition: A Fyndan B lokinsan e Truman deliberately avoided calling the conflict a

3. The NATO bombed this country during the Kosovo War. The air
campaign left over 500 dead. Also, does the NATO commit to UN

“war” and instead termed it a “United Nations police

Charter? Ans: Yugoslavia; Yes action”. This framing emphasized that the intervention was
4. The ongoing Russo-Ukrainian war began in 2014. Inwhich year - conducted under the authority of the United Nations, not as

did Vladimir Putin launch a full-scale invasion, and what term did
he use to describe the escalation? Ans: 2022; Special military

a unilateral U.S. war.

operation e |t helped project legitimacy and collective global

5. The post-9/11 Authorisation for Use of Military Force (AUMF) responsibilit

resolution enabled the War on ___. The law has been used by p Y- . . .

successive U.S. leaders to initiate 'counter-terror' activities leading (] Although multlple countries contributed forces, the
e ] United States led and sponsored the military effort in terms

Visual: President Barack Obama took the U.S. into war against X
(country) as part of a NATO-led coalition. Identify X, as well as the

of troops, funding, and command.

de facto military leader pictured in the mosaic who was e Thus, Truman’s description highlights that the U.S.
overthrown and later killed. Ans: Libya; Muammar Gaddafi H F : H H
Early birds: K.N. Viswanathan | Lalchand Bhutani | Pulkit Sathe | aCte_d as_, the pr!mary derlng force behlnd the UN mission,
Tito Shiladitya | Sukdev Shet making it effectively a sponsor of the action.

Labeling it a UN police action allowed Truman to bypass a formal declaration of war by the
U.S. Congress. It also aligned with the UN Security Council resolutions (1950), which
called for collective action against North Korea’s invasion of South Korea, thereby giving legal
backing under international law.

The Korean War occurred during the early Cold War, where the U.S. aimed to contain the
spread of communism. By presenting the intervention as a UN-backed effort, Truman sought
to frame it as a defense of global peace rather than a direct ideological conflict with
communist powers.

The phrase “sponsor of United Nations police action” reflects both the multilateral
character of the operation and the dominant leadership role of the U.S.

. It also set a precedent for future international interventions under UN mandates, though with
varying degrees of global participation and legitimacy.

1964 Gulf of Tonkin incident and the subsequent authorization of U.S. military
action in Vietnam
Gulf of Tonkin Incident (1964)

In August 1964, U.S. naval vessels reported attacks by North Viethamese forces in the Gulf
of Tonkin. Though the second attack remains disputed, the incident was used by the U.S.
administration to justify escalation.

It became a turning point, transforming limited U.S. involvement into a large-scale military
commitment in Vietnam.

Role of President Lyndon B. Johnson

President Lyndon B. Johnson used the incident to seek congressional approval for stronger
military action. He portrayed the attacks as unprovoked aggression, thereby gaining political
support.

Johnson’s leadership marked a significant escalation phase of the Vietham War, shifting from
advisory roles to active combat operations

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution
The U.S. Congress passed the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution (August 1964), granting
Johnson broad powers to use military force without a formal declaration of war.

It allowed him to take “all necessary measures” to repel attacks and prevent further
aggression, effectively giving the President war-making authority in Vietnam
* Impact on Vietnam War

Following the resolution, the U.S. significantly increased troop deployment and initiated
sustained bombing campaigns like Operation Rolling Thunder (1965).
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This marked the beginning of full-scale U.S. involvement, leading to a prolonged and costly
conflict lasting until 1975, with major political and social consequences.

Later Criticism and Reassessment

Over time, the resolution faced criticism as evidence emerged that the second attack may not
have occurred. In 1971, the Pentagon Papers revealed misleading information used to justify
escalation.

This led to greater scrutiny of executive powers and eventually contributed to the War
Powers Act (1973) to limit presidential authority.

Kosovo War (1998-99) and NATO’s military intervention, along with its legal
commitments

NATO Bombing of Yugoslavia (1999)

During the Kosovo War, NATO launched an air campaign called Operation Allied Force
(March=June 1999) against the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro).
The intervention aimed to stop human rights violations against ethnic Albanians in Kosovo.
The bombing lasted 78 days and targeted military as well as strategic infrastructure across
Yugoslavia

Casualties and Impact

The NATO airstrikes resulted in significant destruction and civilian casualties, with estimates
indicating over 500 civilian deaths.

Infrastructure such as bridges, factories, and communication networks was heavily damaged.
The campaign forced Yugoslav forces to withdraw from Kosovo, leading to the establishment
of a UN-administered interim government in the region.

NATO’s Commitment to UN Charter

NATO, as an international alliance, states that it acts in accordance with the principles of
the United Nations Charter, including maintaining international peace and security.

Its founding treaty (1949) emphasizes collective defense and cooperation consistent with UN
objectives

Debate over Kosovo Intervention

However, the Kosovo intervention remains controversial because NATO acted without
explicit authorization from the UN Security Council

. While NATO justified the action on humanitarian grounds, critics argue it challenged the
UN Charter’s provisions on sovereignty and use of force, raising important debates about
legality and legitimacy in international relations.

Russo-Ukrainian conflict, which began in 2014 and intensified later

Full-scale Invasion in 2022

In February 2022, Russian President Vladimir Putin launched a full-scale invasion of
Ukraine, significantly escalating the conflict that began with the annexation of Crimea (2014)
and fighting in eastern Ukraine. Russian forces advanced from multiple directions, including
Belarus and eastern regions.

This marked the largest military conflict in Europe since World War Il, causing widespread
destruction and a major humanitarian crisis

Use of the Term “Special Military Operation”

The Russian government officially described the invasion as a “special military operation”
rather than a war. This terminology was used to frame the action as limited and targeted,
aimed at “demilitarisation” and “denazification” of Ukraine.

The term also had domestic legal implications, as Russian laws restrict the use of the word
“war,” controlling public discourse and information dissemination.

Post-9/11 U.S. policy framework and its global military implications.

Authorisation for Use of Military Force (AUMF), 2001

After the September 11, 2001 attacks, the U.S. Congress passed the AUMF (September
2001), granting the President authority to use force against those responsible for the attacks.
This legal framework enabled military operations without formal war declarations and became
the foundation of the global “War on Terror.”

Scope of the War on Terror

The War on Terror involved military interventions in countries such as Afghanistan (2001)
and Iraq (2003), along with counter-terror operations across multiple regions.
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It included drone strikes, special operations, and intelligence activities aimed at dismantling

terrorist networks like Al-Qaeda and later ISIS
e Human and Global Impact
e Studies by international research institutions estimate that these conflicts and related violence
have contributed to over 4.5 million deaths, including direct and indirect causes such as
displacement and infrastructure collapse.
e The prolonged conflicts also triggered major refugee crises and regional instability, especially
in West Asia and South Asia.
e  Continuity and Criticism
Successive U.S. administrations have continued to use the AUMF to justify counter-terrorism
actions globally.
e  Critics argue that the law provides broad and unchecked executive powers, leading to
prolonged military engagements without clear limits, raising concerns about legality,
accountability, and long-term geopolitical consequences.
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SC allows 12 weeks’ paid leave to all new adoptive mothers
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SC allows 12 weeks’ paid leave
to all new adoptive mothers
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NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court, in a
judgment on Tuesday, de-
clared the protection of
maternity leave for work-
ing women as a basic hu-
man right while urging the
Union government to legal-
ly recognise paternity
leave as a social security
benefit, noting that parent-
hood is not a solitary func-
tion performed by one pa-
rent alone.

The judgment came in a
challenge to provisions in
the Maternity Benefit Act,
which was replaced by the
Code of Social Security in
November 2025, which
dictated that only mothers
who legally adopt a child
below the age of three
months were entitled to
seek maternity benefit of
12 weeks.

‘Lengthy process’

The petition filed by Ham-
saanandini Nanduri, repre-
sented by advocate Bani
Dikshit, argued that the
provision under challenge,
Section 60(4) of the 2020
Code, unjustly deprived a
mother adopting a child of
three months or above of

=

|
|

their physical and emo-
tional well-being. Besides,
the petitioner successfully
argued that the process of
legal adoption usually took
over three months to com-
plete, rendering the provi-
sion completely otiose.

Justice Pardiwala, auth-
oring the judgment for a
Bench comprising Justice
R. Mahadevan, observed
that an adoptive mother
had the same rights and
obligations towards the
child as the natural moth-
er. In fact, in a case of
adoption, the emotional
bond with the child has to
be consciously nurtured
through time, presence
and sustained caregiving.

The court held adoption
as an “expression of repro-
ductive autonomy”.

“The concept of mater-
nity benefit acknowledges

the ability of a woman to
exercise her reproductive
choices without fear of los-
ing her employment, more
particularly, the economic
security. Thus, it ensures
that motherhood does not
become a factor for exclu-
sion at the workplace,” Jus-
tice Pardiwala observed in
the judgment, concluding
that the provision was un-
constitutional and
discriminatory.

The court pointed out
that a mother, without ma-
ternity benefit, would be
driven back to work, leav-
ing the child with, proba-
bly an older sibling. “And if
the older sibling happens
to be a girl child, it would
result in her being with-
drawn from school, which
reinforces the vicious cycle
of gender inequality,” Jus-
tice Pardiwala pointed out.

On father’s presence
Pressing the Union govern-
ment to make specific legal
provisions for paternity
leave, the Supreme Court
said a child should not be
deprived of her father’s
presence and a new moth-
er her partner’s compa-
nionship in the early phase
of caregiving.

18Mar. SC allows 12 weeks’ paid leave
to all new adoptive mothers
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e The Supreme Court, in a judgment on
Tuesday, declared the protection of maternity
leave for working women as a basic human right
while urging the Union government to legally
recognise paternity leave as a social security
benefit, noting that parenthood is not a solitary
function performed by one parent alone.
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e The judgment came in a challenge to
provisions in the Maternity Benefit Act, which
was replaced by the Code of Social Security in
November 2025, which dictated that only
mothers who legally adopt a child below the age
of three months were entitled to seek maternity
benefit of 12 weeks.
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‘Lengthy process’

e The petition filed by Hamsaanandini Nanduri, represented by advocate Bani Dikshit,
argued that the provision under challenge, Section 60(4) of the 2020 Code, unjustly deprived
a mother adopting a child of three months or above of their physical and emotional well-being.
gaHfe I gRT ERR AfedT, fomaT ufaffia siftragar st Siféra = fovan, & adb fear mn
% I faT T Urae, 2020 Tfgdl ST URT 60(4), T TG 1 I 4 31 & a7 HI Mg
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e Besides, the petitioner successfully argued that the process of legal adoption usually took
over three months to complete, rendering the provision completely otiose.
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e Justice Pardiwala, authoring the judgment for a Bench comprising Justice R. Mahadevan,
observed that an adoptive mother had the same rights and obligations towards the child as
the natural mother.
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e Infact, in a case of adoption, the emotional bond with the child has to be consciously
nurtured through time, presence and sustained caregiving.
IRAd B, Tig oF & T B = & 91 YIaTHS HaY o 999, JuRAfT 3R FRAR Taue &
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e  The court held adoption as an “expression of reproductive autonomy”.
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e  “The concept of maternity benefit acknowledges the ability of a woman to exercise her
reproductive choices without fear of losing her employment, more particularly, the economic
security.
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o Thus, it ensures that motherhood does not become a factor for exclusion at the workplace,”
Justice Pardiwala observed in the judgment, concluding that the provision was
unconstitutional and discriminatory.
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e The court pointed out that a mother, without maternity benefit, would be driven back to work,
leaving the child with, probably an older sibling.
3feTad ¥ §arT 3 Aged A1 & foHT1 U T &1 HTH IR dieq & e HorsR g1 ua, forasy
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e “And if the older sibling happens to be a girl child, it would result in her being withdrawn from
school, which reinforces the vicious cycle of gender inequality,” Justice Pardiwala pointed out.
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On father’s presence

foar &t SufRUfa W=

e Pressing the Union government to make specific legal provisions for paternity leave, the
Supreme Court said a child should not be deprived of her father’s presence and a new mother
her partner’'s companionship in the early phase of caregiving.
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| GS Paper 1: Geography |
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18Mar | Migrants vanishing in Mediterranean, but authorities withholding
details
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Brazilian scientists have identified a new species of
giant dinosaur, whose bones are seen here, with ties
to a similar animal found in Spain, reinforcing
knowledge that land routes once connected parts of
South America, Africa and Europe about 120 million
years ago. Named Dasosaurus tocantinensis, the
species is one of the biggest found in the

South American country

South American countryRETERS

Migrants vanishing in Mediterranean,
but authorities withholding details

Associated Press
ROME

Bodies washing ashore day
after day. Phone calls from
relatives going unan-
swered. Migrants’ tents
abandoned overnight.

Migrants trying to reach
Europe are vanishing in
droves in what are known
as “invisible shipwrecks”
but governments responsi-
ble for search and rescue
are withholding informa-
tion about what they know.

The beginning of 2026
ranks as the deadliest start
to any year for people try-
ing to cross the Mediterra-
nean — an unprecedented
682 confirmed missing as
of March 16 — according to
the United Nations’ Inter-
national Organization for
Migration (IOM). But the
real death toll is almost cer-
tainly much higher.

18Mar. Migrants vanishing in Mediterranean, but authorities withholding

details
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man rights groups have
been sounding the alarm
since late January, report-
ing more than 1,000 peo-
ple missing after Cyclone
Harry hit the region. But
authorities have not con-
firmed, denied or correct-
ed those reports.

Even the U.N’s migra-
tion agency is increasingly
unable to verify cases of
migrants who die in what
are known as “invisible
Treacherous waters: Rights groups have reported more than 1,000  shipwrecks” because of the
people missing after Cyclone Harry hit the region in January. AP growing lack of
information.

Human rights groups
are increasingly struggling
to verify tolls as Italy, Tuni-
sia and Malta have quietly
restricted information on
migrant rescues and ship-
wrecks along the deadliest
migration route in the
world. The news barely
makes headlines, in part
because the lack of tran-

sparency prevents journal-
ists from confirming
reports.

“I’s a strategy of si-
lence,” said Matteo Villa, a
researcher focusing on mi-
gration at the Italian Insti-
tute for International Polit-
ical Studies think tank.

The organisation Refu-
gees in Libya and other hu-

. Bod_ies washing ashqre day after day. ‘
AR feA-9-f& fRY R S8 S 3@t B
e Phone calls from relatives going unanswered.
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Last year, at least 1,500
people were reported mis-
sing whose fates IOM could
not confirm, said Julia
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year, they already have
more than 400 missing
they could not verify.
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Migrants’ tents abandoned overnight.

TaTRE} & e AR 8IS fau Ty %

Migrants trying to reach Europe are vanishing in droves in what are known as “invisible
shipwrecks” but governments responsible for search and rescue are withholding
information about what they know.

Y T B HIRI H I8 T TSt T F M 1 W@ 8, g “ e TeT gUeATy Hgl
ST &, o] Wiel 3R 9919 & 1T RIGR WEHR U THGRT f5uT @ 5
e  The beginning of 2026 ranks as the deadliest start to any year for people trying to cross the

Mediterranean — an unprecedented 682 confirmed missing as of March 16 — according to
the United Nations’ International Organization for Migration (IOM).

2026 B FHEIATT YATITR TR B B HIRIRT B a7l & (04 3 I B] gad gTdd
YT & — 16 HId P 682 AN & ATIAT &1 Bt YfP 53 & — I8 SPR] HYerd MY P
RIS YA TS (I0M) & STIR B

e  Butthe real death toll is almost certainly much higher.
QAfth IRATIDH Gad! Bt WA AT (1T TU I FHg 34fF ¢

e Human rights groups are increasingly struggling to verify tolls as Italy, Tunisia and Malta
have quietly restricted information on migrant rescues and shipwrecks along the deadliest
migration route in the world.

HHAI®R Y] B! Jae! Pt =T AT HI T ggdl BidTs 8l e & i 3ea,
SR 3R Aleel A AT & TN UTdP Y= AR IR YaRf 9919 3R STeTel geenat o
PR A R R

e The news barely makes headlines, in part because the lack of transparency prevents
journalists from confirming reports.

I OR GRepa I R sl 8, Fifes uReRiar @1 $1t aR] o KUl &1 g 3 9
et B

e ‘“It's a strategy of silence,” said Matteo Villa, a researcher focusing on migration at the
Italian Institute for International Political Studies think tank.

g guit B 0 B, TarH IR Y SR aral B3 e 3 FE, o gerferad §wieye Bk
e Uififedd i % 8% A IS B

e The organisation Refugees in Libya and other human rights groups have been sounding the
alarm since late January, reporting more than 1,000 people missing after Cyclone Harry hit
the region.
rogeite 37 <fifear Tree 8ik 3 IHaIfieR g SHad! & 3fd J Idra ¢ W@ 8, 59
TEhaTd 331 & 918 39 & H 1,000 W it @ & Arudr g1 &1 R g

e  But authorities have not confirmed, denied or corrected those reports.

Afp ifRrepTia = & faief &Y 7 dr gfY, 7 Ee, SR 7 & guR fpar g

e Eventhe U.N.’s migration agency is increasingly unable to verify cases of migrants who die
in what are known as “invisible shipwrecks” because of the growing lack of information.
Ig1 e fob HYerd XY Y WA Told! 4t “3re=y SigTe géersi # 1A arel yaridl &
Tt ! gy & o e gich o X8t ], Fiifes Sl @) st sed o & ]

e Last year, at least 1,500 people were reported missing whose fates IOM could not confirm,
said Julia Black, who leads the organisation’s Missing Migrants Project.
fUd 99 &9 ¥ HH 1,500 AN & ATqar g4 $t e R, i1 g1 1oM gfS 718 = IaT,
T Sfferar sAe 3 Hgl, S T1e & MR ATgHicy Miviee &1 Add &1

e  The issue persists in 2026.

Tg qAw 2026 H 1 ORY B

e  For this year, they already have more than 400 missing that they could not verify.

§¥raﬁ$ﬁ«m, I U Ugd & 400 A 3if¥es amudr @it & H1Hd § et 9 gy el R U
I
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Muslim groups back SC observations on inheritance rights

iy Tqg SRIIGR AFRGRI IR JHiT B¢ & fewiory w1 auda

Muslim groups back
SC observations on
inheritance rights

The Hindu Bureau
MUMBAI

Several Muslim organisa-
tions in Mumbai on Tues-
day welcomed the Su-
preme Court’s recent
observations on the inheri-
tance rights of Muslim wo-
men, calling it an impor-
tant step towards
removing gender bias.

Social activist Feroze
Mithiborwala said a three-
judge Bench, led by Chief
Justice Surya Kant and
comprising Justices Joyma-
lya Bagchi and R. Mahade-
van, recently observed that
a Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
may be the “most effective
answer” to removing gen-
der bias in laws governing
marriage, succession, and
property rights. “This ob-
servation came while the
Bench was examining a
plea challenging the Mus-
lim Personal Law (Shariat)
Application  Act, 1937,
which the petitioners ar-
gue results in unequal in-
heritance outcomes for
women compared to their
male counterparts.”

The Indian Muslims for

Secular Democracy (IMSD)
also issued a statement
welcoming the top court’s
observations. “The IMSD
wholeheartedly welcomes
the recent observations
made by the Supreme
Court of India during the
hearing of a petition filed
by Poulomi P. Shukla. The
case seeks to rectify the
long-standing disparity in
inheritance rights for Mus-
lim women — a move IMSD
views as a vital step to-
wards fulfilling the demo-
cratic promise of the In-
dian Constitution,” the
statement read.

Mr. Mithiborwala said it
was heartening to note the
court’s observation that
gender bias was a problem
“beyond one particular
community”.

“The Bench noted that
gender discrimination in
inheritance is not confined
to Muslim personal law
alone. The court observed
that inequalities persist
within the structure of Hin-
du Undivided Families
(HUFs) and in various cus-
tomary or tribal practices.”
he added.

18Mar. Muslim groups back SC
observations on inheritance rights

gRaH GYg STRIIGR USRI TR
%jcﬂwaﬁé%?ﬁwfbm’fmmzhm

e Several Muslim organisations in
Mumbai on Tuesday welcomed the Supreme
Court’s recent observations on the inheritance
rights of Muslim women, calling it an important
step towards removing gender bias.

AR B! §ad § s HiewH Wa 3 gid

PIE DI 810 ! fewiOrT &1 TWrTd fovar st gieaw

afgensii & SRIfUSR fUeRl «R ff, iR 38
i AguTa & I B Fi G H b
Te@yul e Il

e Social activist Feroze Mithiborwala
said a three-judge Bench, led by Chief Justice
Surya Kant and comprising Justices Joymalya
Bagchi and R. Mahadevan, recently observed
that a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) may be the
“most effective answer” to removing gender
bias in laws governing marriage, succession,
and property rights.

e frRfeiRarar A w1 &

TS diF-<ararei=ig g, St sremear g1
grareh=r g &id 3 31 3R o =aragfd
SiqaTedT aRTH R 3R, WeTea Wfia 8, A
g1 81 ¥ U8 ¢ fs T4 ffae #s (ucce)
faarg, SWIYPR SR Hufy SfUerR ¥ et
FIA T AT WeHTa &1 T o3 &1 T
T I B IHdT 3|

e “This observation came while the Bench
was examining a plea challenging the Muslim
Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act, 1937,
which the petitioners argue results in unequal
inheritance outcomes for women compared to
their male counterparts.”
g fewolt 39 wa o 59 die gitaw ue=a
aT (RRTad) TR = Tae, 1937 & AT 3

Tl ArfaresT &t gAaTs R w1 A, O rfaswrendl 9 3 € for g afgersit & forg 39 gou
FHSEN B o § A SRS TROTH SR 217

e The Indian Muslims for Secular Democracy (IMSD) also issued a statement welcoming the
top court’s observations.

ST gUaH™ Bk ARgeR SuIhT 1MSD) 7 o wate <maraa $it ferwfory &1 W@
PR gU U S SR} foha|

e “The IMSD wholeheartedly welcomes the recent observations made by the Supreme Court
of India during the hearing of a petition filed by Poulomi P. Shukla.
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“IMSD R foa & WITd FHrll & o HReta Jfiw ®1d 7 gandt ot e gR1 R Attt &t
GAaTs & SRM 81 gt § o fewfOrt &, 3= TRTeT!

The case seeks to rectify the long-standing disparity in inheritance rights for Muslim
women — a move IMSD views as a vital step towards fulfilling the democratic promise of
the Indian Constitution,” the statement read.

= Amen gieay afgensit & i d9 g0y @ divg SR ifUeRl # sruiar &I
JYRA FT YA Il § — T HeH o IMSD HRAIT JfAUT & ANPdiiAD a1 B I HRA
D! fo=n o ve Ayl weH HFdT 8, S H Hel T

Mr. Mithiborwala said it was heartening to note the court’s observation that gender bias
was a problem “beyond one particular community”.

&t frefaiRaran 3 w81 & g8 Taax TRt 3 6 I @ fewft <t 5 T Weuma & e
ORIy Iger ¥ W U THRI g

“The Bench noted that gender discrimination in inheritance is not confined to Muslim
personal law alone.

“de 7 e oo for IaRITUeR A fofT AeuTe Fraa gieaw safaaia &1 d& Sifdd 61 5|
The court observed that inequalities persist within the structure of Hindu Undivided
Families (HUFs) and in various customary or tribal practices,” he added.

HIC A <1 o SRTATATE o+ Tget € g sifunfora ufkart (HUFs) &t IRemn & iR faftm
fraradt ar snfeardt wursit &, 311 Sie
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‘UGC-like funding
powers to fall under
Shiksha Adhishthan’

Abhinay Lakshman
Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Months after introducing
the Viksit Bharat Shiksha
Adhishthan Bill, 2025, with
a primary objective to sep-
arate grants-disbursal pow-
ers from the higher educa-
tion regulatory framework
to minimise conflict of in-
terest, the Education Mi-
nistry seems to have
changed its mind. On Tues-
day, it told the Joint Com-
mittee of Parliament exa-
mining the Bill that a
UGC-like grants-disbursal
mechanism will now be
“devised and adopted un-
der” the proposed Shiksha
Adhishthan, without offer-
ing any specific details.
Ministry officials told
the panel, led by BJP MP D.
Purandeshwari, that the
UGC currently disburses
monthly grants to Central
Universities from funds re-
leased to it by the Depart-
ment of Higher Education.
It also releases funds under
its own schemes, based on
quality standards, accredi-
tation status, and NIRF

g.

“Similar qualitative pro-
cesses/systems shall be de-
vised and adopted under
Shiksha Adhishthan,” the
government told the panel.

The Bill, introduced in
December 2025, seeks to
replace the University
Grants Commission (UGC),
the All India Council for
Technical Education
(AICTE), and the All India
Council for Technical Edu-
cation (NCTE), in an over-
haul of India’s higher edu-
cation regulatory structure
driven by the National Edu-
cation Policy, 2020.

Fourth sitting
The Joint Committee,
which held its fourth sit-
ting on Tuesday, has 12
members from the BJP and
10 members from Opposi-
tion parties, including the
Congress, the DMK, the
Trinamool Congress, the
Samajwadi Party, and the
Shiv Sena (UBT).

During this sitting, MPs
from the Congress, DMK,

The parliamentary panel
examining the Bill is led by BJP
MP D. Purandeswari.

and Trinamool Congress
raised concerns about cen-
tralised control under the
proposed structure, argu-
ing that even though there
is representation from
States, it is the Centre that
selects the State represen-
tatives. This would allow
the Centre to set up a “sup-
er-regulator”, they said,
warning that this was
against the principles of
federalism.

‘Skeletal’ Bill

Opposition members also
argued that the proposed
legislation is “skeletal” in
nature, requiring most of
the details to be figured out
by the government during
the drafting of the Rules.
Some members argued
this was akin to asking that
the Bill be approved with-
out presenting the whole
scope of what the govern-
ment plans to do.

They also expressed
concerns about funding to
public universities becom-
ing dependent on loans
and borrowing, citing the
ongoing implementation
of the Higher Education
Funding Agency structure.
This will eventually pass
the financial burden to stu-
dents, they warned, mak-
ing higher education ac-
cessible only to the
affluent.

In its submissions to the
Joint Committee, the Edu-
cation Ministry maintained
that it is bringing this pro-
posed regulatory frame-
work under Entry 66 of the
Union list in the Constitu-
tion, the same provision
that allowed it to introduce
the UGC Act, 1956.

18Mar. ‘UGC-like funding powers to fall under
Shiksha Adhishthan’

Feltell i forer diwor SrftreR e srftrg &
m y

¢ Months after introducing the Viksit Bharat Shiksha
Adhishthan Bill, 2025, with a primary objective to separate
grants-disbursal powers from the higher education
regulatory framework to minimise conflict of interest, the
Education Ministry seems to have changed its mind.
2025 # faoRia WRd g g fod tw s & o
e Frame ¢ & arer BT U1 difes fed dud &a 8, ¥
T § o Ruem wamera 3 o0 R S5 fean g

e On Tuesday, it told the Joint Committee of
Parliament examining the Bill that a UGC-like grants-
disbursal mechanism will now be “devised and adopted
under” the proposed Shiksha Adhishthan, without offering
any specific detalils.
HTSTAR P, 35 fodd B S R I WG B Ggad AT D
I o ord U geivil S e faawur d vRarfad Rream
g & qgd Fffd iR s smenr, fam s fafkny
faRu &1

¢ Ministry officials told the panel, led by BJP MP D.
Purandeshwari, that the UGC currently disburses monthly
grants to Central Universities from funds released to it by the
Department of Higher Education.
HATTY & SIS 4 dordt Hivag 1. G & g ardl
O-Tet ! ST b aaa o geiil P fayfaemeat o miie
e fadfd Fxdr g o 3= e faumT gr1 9 forw 0
SRR

e |t also releases funds under its own schemes, based
on quality standards, accreditation status, and NIRF
ranking.
g 30 W & Arorrstt & dgd f the ot &l g, S I[urasn
TS, gr=gar fRufa iR NIRF ¥ R snerid 8

e “Similar qualitative processes/systems shall be
devised and adopted under Shiksha Adhishthan,” the
government told the panel.
WHR A UTet b aarar, “FRiam Srfgr= & dgd qH= e
yferamg/vonfert ST 3R SoHTS S|

e The Bill, introduced in December 2025, seeks to
replace the University Grants Commission (UGC), the All
India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), and the

National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE), in an overhaul of India’s higher
education regulatory structure driven by the National Education Policy, 2020.

Tg fod, fo faxiaR 2025 & O=1 fo5an Tam, &1 35xg gfaRid dicw wHivM gei), sifa
3 FERIA Wk SfFTHa TIHRA (AICTE), 3R =M SeRia BR dwR

(NCTE) &1 Ser 8, I8 WIRd Bt I R fFramde a1 &1 1us uR ¢ off sty fRuam
Hifa, 2020 gRT FaIferd B

Fourth sitting
YT SoB
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e The Joint Committee, which held its fourth sitting on Tuesday, has 12 members from the
BJP and 10 members from Opposition parties, including the Congress, DMK, Trinamool
Congress, Samajwadi Party, and Shiv Sena (UBT).

e Gitfa, R SaaR &) i1 So S fbar, § dfeidt & 12 Jowg 3R faueht gl
F 10 T IMTHA &, o8 ST, DMK, JUIE S0, FaTerard! urf, 3k fRra 9= (UBT)
Rl

¢ During this sitting, MPs from the Congress, DMK, and Trinamool Congress raised
concerns about centralised control under the proposed structure, arguing that even though
there is representation from States, it is the Centre that selects the State representatives.

Y 96 & SRM, PR, DMK, 3N JURIA SR & e - UAdd o & ded Seipd
frd=ror & SR F fid o7ed o1, 98 b od 8¢ fob Ul 81 I3l o1 ufaffda g, dfde o 81 Isa
wfaffRry &1 7 HRar g

e This would allow the Centre to set up a “super-regulator”, they said, warning that this was
against the principles of federalism.

I BEl b 398 $7 U6 “YUR-W[ReY” RITfd B bl 8, R e €t 7 g8 Haarg &
fygidl & o g1

‘Skeletal’ Bill
YT fae

e Opposition members also argued that the proposed legislation is “skeletal” in nature,
requiring most of the details to be figured out by the government during the drafting of the
Rules.
faueht Tewat = g ot 7 o b vRanfad o uopfa & “Sreumft 8, e for siftrepir faamom
WPHR gRI Franl 1 7ier R HRd J99 74 foy o i

e Some members argued this was akin to asking that the Bill be approved without presenting
the whole scope of what the government plans to do.

TS Yew! A a% foun o a5 Uan g & S fo1 3% ST fob WRPR 1 H=A 1 AIerT 51 @1 @,
f9d &1 dofl ¢ & fore @t S|

e They also expressed concerns about funding to public universities becoming dependent

on loans and borrowing, citing the ongoing implementation of the Higher Education
Funding Agency structure.

351 gg i RKidr saea &t fo grdwi=e fayfaemea) & fore famaivor Hor oiv Iurd = ik
Bl SITE, 9dHT & AN 81 6! BTAR Ud R WIS Teidl a1 &1 garell od gul

e This will eventually pass the financial burden to students, they warned, making higher
education accessible only to the affluent.
I AdTaHl &l o Ig 3ida: faxiia aig S W S1d &, oY 3@ fRuen saa §ud arn &
ferg gaw gett|

e Inits submissions to the Joint Committee, the Education Ministry maintained that it is
bringing this proposed regulatory framework under Entry 66 of the Union list in the
Constitution, the same provision that allowed it to introduce the UGC Act, 1956.
Tyad |fifa o st vgfadl §, fRigm @are A $e1 {6 g8 wRarfdd Hame e o |faur
ﬁﬁagﬁ%uﬁw 66 & dgd ol 381 3, I8! UTaeT o 38 geie vae, 1956 U 31 &
S{H SRl
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Centre to brief
MPs on crop
insurance
scheme

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Bir-
la on Tuesday asked the go-
vernment to organise small
groups of Members of Par-
liament (MPs) to brief them
on the Pradhan Mantri Fa-
sal Yojana so that lawmak-
ers gain a better under-
standing of the crop
insurance programme.

The suggestion came
during Question Hour
when Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan was
responding to supplemen-
tary questions. Mr. Birla
proposed that the govern-
ment form groups of MPs
and explain the provisions
and functioning of the
scheme in detail. The Mi-
nister agreed to comply
with the direction.

The scheme provides
farmers with affordable in-
surance coverage against
losses caused by natural
calamities and other risks
affecting crops.

18Mar. Centre to brief MPs on crop insurance scheme

&g GiAc! B BT ST IS TR TSR ST

e Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla on Tuesday asked the
government to organise small groups of Members of Parliament (MPs)
to brief them on the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Yojana so that lawmakers
gain a better understanding of the crop insurance programme.
BT 3eaes 3 faRar 3 HaaR & SR I Fel {6 d B I4g! o
iR (MPs) &1 WU WAl BHd TSHT IR STHGRI ¢ dlfdh (a4 i
BAd T FTRIHH B! dgaR 99 51

e The suggestion came during Question Hour when Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan was responding to supplementary
questions.

Ig YT UYDTA & SR 717 o Hiy it Rravret Rig e ) wsit
HTIW G % Ul

e Mr. Birla proposed that the government form groups of MPs and
explain the provisions and functioning of the scheme in detail.
off faRa A TR 3T fob WRBR FiAGl S FHG THR Ao & YAl
IR SRy 3 fIwR & wHm|

e The Minister agreed to comply with the direction.

T 7 39 fGx-FEw &1 urad A & forg weafa ored 31|

e The scheme provides farmers with affordable insurance
coverage against losses caused by natural calamities and other risks
affecting crops.

Ig AT BTl & Wipfae Smugrsit ik Bal &I THIad H- ard
;ﬂiﬁ@ﬁﬁgﬁﬁﬂﬂﬁ%@wwzﬂmm&nwm
I
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YR &1 UfH TRr qaiqad, St 9 st dfifsa

On scientific collaborations in BRICS

BRICS H ayiIf<e HgaT W}

‘We do not act according to any other power’

¥ Bt o= W & SR &1t A8) Heer
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India’s West Asia reset, more sinned against than sinning
ECUM ST

uring the past month, Indian policy

towards West Asia has stirred

domestic controversy. As substantive

Indian interests are at stake, a
professional assessment, based on two trends, is
offered without wading into the domestic
political blame game.

A link to two trends

First, over the past decade, India has raised its
diplomatic engagement with West Asia. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has made 15 visits to the
six countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) — some after a multi-decade hiatus. He also
visited Israel twice, and the Palestinian Authority
and Iran each once. Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreements (CEPA) have been signed
with the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Oman,
and similar negotiations are underway with the
GCC and Israel.

With over $160 billion in bilateral trade and 10
million diaspora, the GCC ranks as India’s largest
socio-economic partner. Last decade’s
engagements spurred synergy, although the
promised investments have lagged. India’s
political gains include a de-hyphenation with
Pakistan, greater strategic convergence with
stronger defence and security tie-ups and
growing acceptance of India as a responsible and
friendly status quo power.

Second, the Gulf monarchies’ ardour for a
foreign power is normally rooted in the foreign
power’s potential contribution to the security and
stability of their royal family, state and region — in
that order. Exceptional turmoil in West Asia since
October 2023, and a three-week-old war with the
GCC countries under direct Iranian drone and
missile attacks and the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, have accentuated their search for a
better security paradigm than the
eight-decade-old regional Pax Americana.

The recent reset in India’s diplomacy in West
Asia largely acknowledges the aforementioned
two trends and attempts to harness them to serve
India’s national interest. To their credit, India’s
policymakers have finally realised which side of
the bread is buttered, and have launched a
qualitative upscaling of a symbiosis with key West
Asian countries. Recent initiatives, such as Mr.
Modi’s visit to Israel and his individual phone
calls to all his GCC counterparts during the early
days of the hostilities, have not only assured them
of India’s categorical support to their security and
stability but also conveyed that India shares and
prioritises their concerns at this critical juncture.
Later, he also spoke with his Iranian counterpart.

The new doctrine is clearer-sighted and
emphasises hard diplomacy. This reset is bereft of
two traditional aspects that often dampen the
bilateral amity: First, India did not chant the
traditional please-all mantras that left all

Mahesh Sachdev

is a former

Indian Ambassador
with an interest in
West Asia and

oil matters

India needs
balance,
sensitivity and
agility to
leverage
emerging
opportunities in
West Asia

stakeholders partially satisfied and India at the
margins of the arena. There was no attempt to
“balance” its public policy on controversial issues
such as the “two-state solution” and Iran’s quest
for nuclear technology. Second, India’s
statements reflected its views without needless
third-party citations. This demonstrates India’s
growing confidence as a credible and
autonomous power.

Some domestic detractors have criticised the
policy reset on multiple grounds. First, Mr. Modi’s
Israel visit (February 25-26) that concluded two
days before Tel Aviv unleashed a military
campaign against Iran is seen as untimely.
Second, the perceived abandonment of India’s
traditional support for Palestinians and Iran is
seen as immoral. Third, South Block is accused of
surrendering India’s sovereign autonomy to
western dictates. Fourth, this activist reset may
lead to strategic overreach with concomitant
challenges such as exposure to security threats
and costly defence tie-ups abroad.

The dates of the Prime Minister’s visit to Israel
were likely to have been set weeks in advance
without any premonition of the February 28
offensive. The West Asian situation being
perennially on the front burner makes any such
visit risky, giving the ex-post facto criticism of the
timing an unfair advantage of 50:50 hindsight. At
the same time, the focus of the visit being
bilateral renders it in a different domain.

‘Where other international actors stand

The perceived “immorality” of India’s reset is
largely misdirected and should be aimed at more
worthy targets, such as China, Russia and
Pakistan. Beijing siphoned off nearly 90% of the
sanctioned Iranian oil exports, rendering only lip
service to Tehran; Russia, which signed a 20-year
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Treaty with
Iran last year, has also underdelivered. And last
year, Pakistani generals promised to nuke Israel if
it attacked Iran; they are now U.S. President
Donald Trump’s favourites. Similarly, even the
Arabs and Muslim states were conspicuously
silent during the Gaza conflict.

While the Indian reset is a long-overdue
recognition of the tectonic geopolitical shifts in
‘West Asia, the pendulum swung to the other
extreme and is being gradually realigned with
national interests. The regional dynamic being
notoriously mercurial, India should strive to keep
its options more open. The Palestine Cause
cannot be wished away forever. At the end of the
day, Iran would remain an important player for
India as an oil supplier and as a large market for
Indian products, reconstruction projects and
services. Iran, which borders Pakistan and
Afghanistan, could be a strategic ally. Further, if
subterranean trends such as growing Arab unease
with the American and Israeli Armageddon, the

Saudi-UAE rift, the Irag-Iran estrangement, and
aggressive positioning by Pakistan and Tiirkiye
are taken on board, a more nuanced reset would
have suitably underscored continuity and
inclusion. In retrospect, India could have reacted
faster to the developments, such as the
assassination of Iran’s Supreme Leader and the
appointment of his successor. Political
correctness should not make India taciturn, as
the diplomatic doublespeak offers many ways to
skin the proverbial cat. India’s relations with the
U.S. and Israel are not so fragile as to be upended
by our agreeing to disagree. Finally, India could
have rendered more humanitarian relief to
millions affected by the hostilities.

An opportunity for India

The ongoing reset should accommodate two
incipient, but profound, regional movements
with long-term positives for India. First, the
long-standing “Oil-for-Security” compact
between the Washington-led West and the
moderate Arab regimes has become a collateral
casualty of the ongoing U.S.-Israel war against
Iran. The U.S. joined Israel in attacking Iran
without prior notification to the GCC, ignoring
the latter’s cautionary advice. The West not only
failed to protect them from Iranian retaliation,
but its military bases on their soil became
lightning rods for the Iranian attacks. Now, they
fear that the U.S. may abruptly conclude the
campaign, leaving them to face Iran’s wrath.
Once the dust settles, the GCC states may reduce
their reliance on the U.S. and diversify their
security partnership options to countries such as
India, which are less likely to act as a Praetorian
Guard. India’s response to any such proposal
ought to be based on a careful SWOT analysis
with clear rules of engagement.

Second, the Iranian retaliations against the
GCC have disrupted business activity and supply
chains, and an early return to “business as usual’
appears unlikely. The GCC’s appeal as an oasis of
eco-political stability in the turbulent region has
taken a serious long-term knock, leading to some
stakeholders’ clamour for a “GCC+1” strategy.
India’s eco-diplomacy must strive to position
India as a viable and attractive alternative hub to
the GCC's ritzy but fragile hotspots, which thrived
by weaning away capital and talent from India.
The current commotion is a historic opportunity
to seize what is rightfully ours.

To remain relevant and effective, a country
needs a dynamic foreign policy grounded in
realism and national interest. Its execution
requires the right mix of consistency, agility and
modulation. As India’s West Asia policy matures,
it is relevant to recall British Prime Minister Lord
Palmerston’s maxim, “We have no eternal allies,
and we have no perpetual enemies. Our interests
are eternal and perpetual....”

18Mar. India’s West Asia reset, more sinned against than sinning

YRA $T Ui TR gaqad, gt § ¢ifte difsa

During the past month, Indian policy towards West Asia has stirred domestic controversy.
fed te 7R ® ufdm ulRm & ufa yRd &t ifd 3 R faare & o= fear ]

As substantive Indian interests are at stake, a professional assessment, based on two trends,
is offered without wading into the domestic political blame game.

feb HRd b Agaqul fed 3fd IR &, (Y I S IR ST Teh UReR ferwor uegd b
TR B, 1 IR Ao SRIY-JIRY § US|

A link to two trends
A Tl | Ay

First, over the past decade, India has raised its diplomatic engagement with West Asia.
Ugdl, fUsd U g2e § YR 3 ufyd TR & 91y 3ua ge-ifae e &l ger gl
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has made 15 visits to the six countries of the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) — some after a multi-decade hiatus.
YMHAT Narendra Modi 3 Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) & 38 21 &1 15 rTd &1 § —
o 4 o s axD! I1G g3 |
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He also visited Israel twice, and the Palestinian Authority and Iran each once.

IBI SURTSH B &1 IR qUT Tt TRravur iR SH &1 Uh-Udh IR A6 Bt

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreements (CEPA) have been signed with the

United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Oman, and similar negotiations are underway with the

GCC and Israel.

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreements (CEPA) United Arab Emirates

%UAE) 3R M & 1Y gHT&Rd fhT U §, 3R 33 e &t araf GCC 3R IoR1SA & 1Y R
I

With over $160 billion in bilateral trade and 10 million diaspora, the GCC ranks as India’s

largest socio-economic partner.

$160 billion ¥ 3if¥re fguefig MR 3R 10 million diaspora & WY, GCC HRA BT T TS

rHATTD- 31 TPeR 1

Last decade’s engagements spurred synergy, although the promised investments have

lagged.

fUsd a2 & a7 TgaNT &) der, gldife arar fee mu faw 1y 38 U

India’s political gains include a de-hyphenation with Pakistan, greater strategic convergence

with stronger defence and security tie-ups and growing acceptance of India as a responsible

and friendly status quo power.

YR Bt IS IUaierdl § e I S{erT Ugd, Holad Y& 3R YRET TgaIT & 1y

e TrierRE, iR Tw forfeR 9 RR wfdd & w0 § 9l Wiepfd Wia 8|

Second, the Gulf monarchies’ ardour for a foreign power is normally rooted in the foreign

power’s potential contribution to the security and stability of their royal family, state and region

— in that order.

U, WIS oRnfedl &1 forelt fag=h 2fadd & ufd Febra TR )R 39 Al &t I e

URAR, 59 3R &7 BT GR&M G FRRAT & AEH 37 Y &dl TR STeTRd g1 81

Exceptional turmoil in West Asia since October 2023, and a three-week-old war with the

GCC countries under direct Iranian drone and missile attacks and the closure of the Strait of

Hormuz, have accentuated their search for a better security paradigm than the eight-decade-

old regional Pax Americana.

October 2023 ¥ UfYH TRAT & SRATYRUN RRAT SR S S 9 R g9l & Y GCC

SR1 & G IUT Strait of Hormuz & 8 811 1 37 3113 &GP YR Pax Americana d SgaR JR&fl

AR $1 Wiel & forg Uik faman g1

The recent reset in India’s diplomacy in West Asia largely acknowledges the aforementioned

two trends and attempts to harness them to serve India’s national interest.

TR TR § HRT B IR Heifad GARREAT 3 a1F) 3l &) WihR B! § 3R 3T

YRA & P fod H ITIRT B> BT T el 6|

To their credit, India’s policymakers have finally realised which side of the bread is buttered,

and have launched a qualitative upscaling of a symbiosis with key West Asian countries.

YR & ~Hfa-Fafareft 7 sida: ag gae forar § 3 g fown o ey 8 o vz ufdm ufitmg St

& 1Y YgANT & OIS F9 I Ig1aT g

Recent initiatives, such as Mr. Modi’s visit to Israel and his individual phone calls to all his

GCC counterparts during the early days of the hostilities, have not only assured them of

India’s categorical support to their security and stability but also conveyed that India shares

and prioritises their concerns at this critical juncture.

BT B Ugal, S T &1 SoRIZA AT 3R Gu & YoM f& # e Adrsif & 3@t B

CIGEIRH ﬁqmmgv&n@?@m$mw$wﬁﬁgﬁ@ﬁmmwlﬂ

fazaman o YR S} feiamait & wreftrepar ar 21

Later, he also spoke with his Iranian counterpart.

a7e B IR T R T § o ST

The new doctrine is clearer-sighted and emphasises hard diplomacy.

5 ffa 31t Wy B 3R Ted geiifd R oR < 21

This reset is bereft of two traditional aspects that often dampen the bilateral amity:

6 e 2 TR gl G AT o S e G e o

First, India did not chant the traditional please-all mantras that left all stakeholders partially

satisfied and India at the margins of the arena.
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Ugdl, HRd 7 94 &I IS = arell IRARS -ifa Tt oo fore qaft o = u 9 ¥gy Bd
2 3R YR BIRA W IgaT 4T

There was no attempt to “balance” its public policy on controversial issues such as the “two-
state solution” and Iran’s quest for nuclear technology.

“two-state solution” 3R S & URHATY HRIHH oY fIaTGRUS GEi R A S HT T g1
fopam T |

Second, India’s statements reflected its views without needless third-party citations.

GIRT, YRd & T foHT SFTGRA® IR Uel & e & 39 30 faar| &1 gifd &

This demonstrates India’s growing confidence as a credible and autonomous power.

I8 Ue fayg-g ik T 9fad & U § YR & ded STy &l i g1

Some domestic detractors have criticised the policy reset on multiple grounds.

FS W IMAED! A 3T - TG BT H3 AMYRT W HATA BT g

First, Mr. Modi’s Israel visit (February 25-26) that concluded two days before Tel Aviv
unleashed a military campaign against Iran is seen as untimely.

Ugdl, i A1l &} STRISA TET (February 25-26) S 3M & RIAs I=7 A R 8 A &
faT e T g3, Y S IHY IR AT AT

Second, the perceived abandonment of India’s traditional support for Palestinians and Iran is
seen as immoral.

TR, Fhferedt 3R M & ufd URd & URURe T &) BIe1 3Mfde H1-1 o T ]

Third, South Blgck is accused of surrendering India’s sovereign autonomy to western dictates.
Eﬁﬂ%muww R g o 3T URA DT Ty WA $I U gard & 31 qaftd R
fear gl

Fourth, this activist reset may lead to strategic overreach with concomitant challenges such
as exposure to security threats and costly defence tie-ups abroad.

AT, I8 Wfhy T Saara UMD SHfd-fIRAR T HRUT S Fevdll o, Ford gRafm Tav SR Hedl
e T SRft gAfaat S 8 T |

The dates of the Prime Minister’s visit to Israel were likely to have been set weeks in advance
without any premonition of the February 28 offensive.

Y D1 ORI T &) AT GHaa: Ps IwTg Ugd 9d &t Ts ff, f9F1 February 28 &
A @1 fpdll gd TR & |

The West Asian situation being perennially on the front burner makes any such visit risky,
giving the ex-post facto criticism of the timing an unfair advantage of 50:50 hindsight.

Ufyw Tfwn o fRUFY ghe Taesid T8 & SR T gt sifed w8t €, fored a1g & &t
TS 3TEIEFT B1 50:50 hindsight &1 3T T fedr g1

At the same time, the focus of the visit being bilateral renders it in a different domain.

1Y g, T BT By fguelia 819 & SR 3y e I # 3@ T =feu|

Where other international actors stand

31 SraRTg TR A R

The perceived “immorality” of India’s reset is largely misdirected and should be aimed at more
worthy targets, such as China, Russia and Pakistan.

W%Wwﬁﬁ%“ﬁm”wmﬁ% @Tsﬁ China, Russia 3fiY Pakistan
SR =1 b R SR forar s anfeul

Beijing siphoned off nearly 90% of the sanctioned Iranian oil exports, rendering only lip
service to Tehran; Russia, which signed a 20-year Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
Treaty with Iran last year, has also underdelivered.

SR = Ufcraifed ST dd Fafd &1 T 90% Su= U o fordn, Safes &9, forae fUed au
20-year Comprehensive Strategic Partnership Treaty UR g¥dl&R foy, 7 oft sruféra wgamT
el fear|

And last year, Pakistani generals promised to nuke Israel if it attacked Iran; they are now U.S.
President Donald Trump’s favourites.

IR fUza a9 rfersd T ST Ral A 3 TR §H 811 TR IURISA WR URATY] §HAT B Bt 4! ol
oft: 3/ d U.S. President Donald Trump %qﬂ?ﬂ?{aﬁw%l
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Similarly, even the Arabs and Muslim states were conspicuously silent during the Gaza
conflict.

T3 R, TSN §UY & SR 3R 3R G o2 off gu |

While the Indian reset is a long-overdue recognition of the tectonic geopolitical shifts in West
Asia, the pendulum swung to the other extreme and is being gradually realigned with national
interests.

BTdifs YR &1 I8 -ifa Ieara ufdm tRman & Yo ifas deard! @1 X 3 g3 UgdH o, dfd
g 316 GER BR d% FP 1 7 3R eR-4R g fedll & orgaR dqfera fovan s @1 31

The regional dynamic being notoriously mercurial, India should strive to keep its options more
open.

&t RUfa e SRR B & HRUT URA Dl 3U+ fadhed Gaol @+ =1fgul

The Palestine Cause cannot be wished away forever.

OpTeredi &1 ge1 g8=N & ot oRsiaret el favan S gavdi|

At the end of the day, Iran would remain an important player for India as an oil supplier and as
a large market for Indian products, reconstruction projects and services.

3{dd: S YRA & oY T Agaqul UTfigR 1 X7, 918 98 ddt SMYfd 81 a1 HR Iadre) $iR
Jaredl & fore IeR|

Iran, which borders Pakistan and Afghanistan, could be a strategic ally.

R, S U 3R SHMHRAH ¥ ¥el 8, Udh UMHIfdd Tgantt s b g1

Further, if subterranean trends such as growing Arab unease with the American and Israeli
Armageddon, the Saudi-UAE rift, the Irag-lran estrangement, and aggressive positioning by
Pakistan and Turkiye are taken on board, a more nuanced reset would have suitably
underscored continuity and inclusion.

IS 3R =N B Tgd! SgoIdl, TSal-gus fare, SH-30 g, 3R Ui @ gfhd ot
3ATHTHS YUY I FRB ! &= H T ST, < 3iferes Tgferd Hifa dgara #f fFARaRar ek
AR S8R dild ¥ fazd|

In retrospect, India could have reacted faster to the developments, such as the assassination
of Iran’s Supreme Leader and the appointment of his successor.

fed PHIr I S O YR &I S & Tated a1 BT 5T 3R ITRMAGRY BT gy SRt
geraff W oot § ufaferar 3t =nfeu o

Political correctness should not make India taciturn, as the diplomatic doublespeak offers
many ways to skin the proverbial cat.

TS YT & HROT HRD &1 gU et g1 AN, Fifeh Fe-ifad UTeT H &3 avid gid §
U ST 3G & |

India’s relations with the U.S. and Israel are not so fragile as to be upended by our agreeing
to disagree.

AR 3R TTRIZA & Y HRA & YaY Sa- HHOIR T8l & 1o gl F ge S|

Finally, India could have rendered more humanitarian relief to millions affected by the
hostilities.

3idd: HRd &I Tg¥ I YA Ral Tt b1 31T AIAIT Teridl U BT aifeu ot

An opportunity for India
YR & T T& srae

The ongoing reset should accommodate two incipient, but profound, regional movements with
long-term positives for India.

AT i Saed B &l IHRA b TR &3 URTcH! Bl JHIfgd BT A1, Sl URd & g
Sf@Ticie AYaRI 8 9dd ¢ |

First, the long-standing “Oil-for-Security” compact between the Washington-led West and
the moderate Arab regimes has become a collateral casualty of the ongoing U.S.-Israel war
against Iran.

UG, AIRATeA-Ag@ arel i 3R Hed 8R4 o= & s dd IHT I Il 311 3T “Oil-for-
Security” AT U.S.-Israel war against Iran ®T UIE ReR s MBI

The U.S. joined Israel in attacking Iran without prior notification to the GCC, ignoring the
latter’s cautionary advice.
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ARSI 7 GCC F Yd a1 fou a1 SoR1IEd & 1Y fAdes S WR gHa fhar 3R It
ERIGIEUIEAR ERE AT ]

The West not only failed to protect them from Iranian retaliation, but its military bases on their
soil became lightning rods for the Iranian attacks.

U3 9 Fad 3¢ S oAl g9l 3 g | fawd 8T, e 3! oifiF W fRd 39 3=
3T 81 §HeH 1 =11 & T

Now, they fear that the U.S. may abruptly conclude the campaign, leaving them to face Iran’s
wrath.

3d 3% SR ¢ b SR SaM® A JHIW HR Jhdl & 3R 376 3 P TR BT JrHAT
FRAI IS qHal 5|

Once the dust settles, the GCC states may reduce their reliance on the U.S. and diversify

their security partnership options to countries such as India, which are less likely to act as a
Praetorian Guard.

fRuf =fd 8 & 918 GCC states 3MRET W U= FRal &7 #R Tahd § SR URD o1 =0 &b
Y YR WG 9T Yabd &, Sl Praetorian Guard &1 A8 SIIER B B YU HH [ad
gl

India’s response to any such proposal ought to be based on a careful SWOT analysis with
clear rules of engagement.

HRA &I VY forit vRara R ufafehan <d Ivg Yraugde SWOT analysis 3R W¥ fadf &
YR R vl o =nfeu

Second, the Iranian retaliations against the GCC have disrupted business activity and supply
chains, and an early return to ‘business as usual’ appears unlikely.

QRT, GCC & FATD X & Tarell HNATE A AR IR $Mfet st 1 aferd o faar &
3R Seg, T U e gfed avran 3|

The GCC'’s appeal as an oasis of eco-political stability in the turbulent region has taken a
serious long-term knock, leading to some stakeholders’ clamour for a “GCC+1” strategy.

RR &7 H sniic-Irorifas RRA1 % $% & T H GCC I B &I aiiis JHar g g,
R 39 fRIURS “Gee+1” IUFIT B A R R B

India’s eco-diplomacy must strive to position India as a viable and attractive alternative hub to
the GCC's ritzy but fragile hotspots, which thrived by weaning away capital and talent from
India.

YR B! 3T FHeitd Bl YR Bl GCC & THHER A HHGR hal & [dded & w4 §
R B HT YR A1 AT, T YR T Uoit 3R ufaqur &1 sresfia fawan ol

The current commotion is a historic opportunity to seize what is rightfully ours.

i fRUfY T UeiRies SraeR B R YR 30 SifieR Y U oY Foha g

To remain relevant and effective, a country needs a dynamic foreign policy grounded in
realism and national interest.

URIRTS 3R THTdl S I & g it <= bt gurefare SiR gty fed W smenRa wifor=ier fad=r
Sy Bt Mg gIh 7

Its execution requwes the right mix of consistency, agility and modulation.

% foparaaa & fore FRaRar, afiare iR e &1 Tet s sawas §1

As India’'s West Asia policy matures, it is relevant to recall British Prime Minister Lord
Palmerston’s maxim, “We have no eternal allies, and we have no perpetual enemies. Our
interests are eternal and perpetual....”

S-S HRd & Uiy TiRw Hifa ulkue 81 @ g, fefew uu=H3 Lord Palmerston &1 &Y
IqIe TG I §: “gUR Pis Wl i a1 37 781 8, guR fod & wirht g1
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On scientific collaborations in BRICS

BRICS functions as a collaborative force aimed at establishing a multipolar world system. Cooperation in science, technology and innovation has been a key

agenda for the grouping and has expanded over the years to include socially relevant areas such as energy, water, health and the environment

FULL CONTEXT

Sneha Sinha

he BRICS grouping, comprising

Brazil, Russia, India, China,

and South Africa, is a globally

significant collective defined by
its substantial contributions to global
GDP, scientific and technological capacity,
natural resources, and total population.
Since its formation, the group has evolved
into a prominent international voice,
representing countries that seek to
challenge and provide an alternative to
Western hegemony. BRICS l‘uncuuns asa

ive force aimed at a
multipolar world system. While the
group's positions on global finance and
macro-economic issues are widely
recognised, the depth of cooperation
among member states regarding science,
technology, and innovation (STI) remains
less publjcised.

At a time in which global scientific

collaboranon is increasingly dlctated by

it dials World lead

I tensions, tech
and strategic competition, often
manifesting as sanctions and export
controls, BRICS assumes a critical role in
the global STI landscape. Through this
platform, member nations coordinate
their strategies, amplify their collective
voice in global economic governance, and
influence development finance through
instituti like the New D

Bank.

These members are also vital
contributors to global trade, energy
production, and the supply of essential
natural resources. The 2022 launch of
BRICS+ signaled a move towards a more
inclusive forum, fostering development
and political cooperation across the
Global South to reduce technological
dependencies. This collaboration is now a
concrete effort to build shared capacities

and Innovation meet once a year to
approve and sign strategic documents.
Within each member country, one or two
lead agencies coordinate these activities,
issue calls for proposals, and prepare
project lists for approval during the
respective country's presidency. For
example, during India’s chairmanship,
the Council of Scientific and Industrial
Research (CSIR) and the Department of
Biotechnology (DBT) serve as the lead
agencies.

A clear emphasls on ion-driven

rtake in the 17th annual BRICS summit in Rio de Janeiro on July 6, 2025. 4>

equitable, inclusive, and
development-oriented, moving the
partnership towards a strategic
collaboration with direct economic and
societal relevance. While the 2021-24
Action Plan focused on networking and
thematic frameworks, subsequent plans
aim to scale projects for greater impact,
focusing on biotechnology, climate tech,
industrial innovation, and AL

Under India’s 2026 Presidency, with
the [heme ‘Bulldmg for Resilience,
ion and

and technolc is

evident in recent summit themes and
initiatives such as iBRICS and the BRICS
Technology Transfer Centre (TTC). The
TTC has made notable progress in
creatmg pollcy frameworks and

through various framework
The group’s current membership has
expanded to include Saudi Arabia, Egypt,
the UAE, Ethiopia, Indonesia, and Iran.

Cooperation in STI

Cooperation in STI has been a part of the
BRICS agenda since its early years. It was
formally recognised in 2011 and later
consolidated in meetings between senior
officials and the BRICS Ministers of
Science, Technology, and Innovation. A
pivotal 2015 memorandum of
understanding established STI as a core
strategic pillar, providing the necessary
SEEab i >

signals for collaborative research and
capacity-building. This framework has

since the scope of

for cross-bord
technology cummercialisauon. However,
despite this progress, large-scale
commercialisation of these technologies
remains limited.

‘The focus of BRICS joint research calls
has transitioned from basic science and
enabling technologies to include more
socially relevant areas such as energy,
water, health, and the environment. The
COVID-19 pandemic accelerated this shift,
placing a premium on public health,
vaccine research, biosecurity, and digital
health. Recent calls have integrated
high-performance computing (HPC),
advanced materials, information and
communication technology (ICT), and
space re]ated apphcauons Sclenuﬁc

allowing members to leverage their
complementary strengths to address
shared development challenges and
advance frontier sciences.

The first BRICS Action Plan for
Innovation Cooperation (2017-2020)
tasked the Science, Technology,
Innovation, and Entrepreneurship
Partnership (STIEP) Working Group with
implementing various programmes.
‘These initiatives focused on
entrepreneurship networks, the role of
youth and women in STI, and
collaborations regarding technology
transfer and business incubators. Over
time, BRICS has moved from early joint

d over time,
with a growing focus on artificial
intelligence and data-intensive science.
While working groups reflect these
shared development priorities, their
progress varies across different fields.
Significant progress is visible in ICT and
HPC, highlighted by the establishment of
the BRICS Institute of Future Networks, as
well as in space cooperation following a
2021 intergovernmental agreement.
Conversely, areas that require heavy
infrastructure or are more

, the group is positi to
deepen its scientific partnerships. The
goal is to leverage expanded membership
to strengthen capacities and address
challenges like digital divides, public
health crises, and climate resilience.
However, participation from new
members remains uneven; among the
most recent additions, only Egypt and
Iran joined the call for proposals issued
last December. Additionally, the
China-BRICS Research Centre on New
Quality Productive Forces was recently
inaugurated in Beijing. This center serves
as an international platform for academic
exchange and technological research.

Consequences and concerns
When compared to nations like South
Korea, the National Innovation Systems
(NIS) of BRICS countries exhibit various
strengths and weaknesses. Specifically,
gross domestic expenditure on research
and development (GERD) is relatively
lower across the group, with the
exception of China. Research suggests
that the gap between BRICS nations and
South Korea is wide, and member
countries excluding China have significant
ca(chmg up to do according to various
With the
into BRICS+, the innovation systems of
new members also require assessment
and strengthening. This strengthening
could be a priority for BRICS over the
next decade, with the potential to

Y
such as mega-science projects and ocean
or polar research, have developed slower.

‘The expansion of BRICS has positioned
it as a more inclusive platform for

research calls focused on
science toward prioritising innovation
and technology transfer

These priorities are formally identified
in annual ministerial declarations. The
BRICS Ministers of Science, Technology,

exchange and c
research. The 2025 Declaration on Al,
elevated artificial intelligence from a
sub-theme, to a central pillar of
multilateral governance. This declaration
outlines a vision for Al governance that is

replicate these imp:
across the broader Global South.

As noted by Stanford University visiting
scholar Irina Dezhina, the heterogeneity
of new members in terms of both
eeconomic development and scientific
capacity makes it difficult to reconcile
differing interests. Consequently, BRICS+
may need to focus on catalysing new
"paired links" between specific members.
Comparisons to the European Union (EU)
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BRICS ®

[ AT TEaT W)

suggest that BRICS could learn from the
EU's wide variety of STI programs, as
BRICS currently offers more limited
options. Further, although competition
for funding is intense, the total funding
available remains modest.

Experts suggest that these programmes
must reach a new qualitative level to
effectively respond to major global
challenges. Currently, however, research
into STI cooperation among BRICS
nations is limited, and the existing
mechanism lacks a framework for regular
study to provide data-driven inputs to
member countries.

A way forward
While BRICS countries have achieved
significant collaboration, there are
questions regarding whether the current
framework is sufficient for future needs. A
primary concern is the lack of a
permanent mechanism to manage STI
cooperation. The current system, where
the lead role rotates annually with the
presidency, is not ideally suited for
long-term requirements. BRICS could
potentially model a central mechanism
after the EU’s Horizon Program,
establishing a Secretariat to manage
funds, issue calls for proposals, monitor
, and review outcomes.

Developing a few long-term
Mega-science Projects could also foster
deeper cooperation. The framework for
STI cooperation should eventually expand
beyond just funding science and
technology projects; it should promote
research into the governance of STI and
the impact of emerging technologies on
BRICS+ nations. This would facilitate
greater coherence in international treaty
negotiations and help build capacity for
STI governance.

In conclusion, while STI cooperation
within BRICS has progressed significantly
since 2015 despite various constraints,
there is substantial room for
improvement. Making the framework
more effective, agile, and credible will
enhance the group's legitimacy in the
global arena. As the chair of BRICS+ in
2026, India has the opportunity to lead
this transition.

(Krishna Ravi Srinivas is Adjunct Professor

of Law, Director CoE in Al & Law, NALSAR

Umvemry of Law, Hyderabad. Sneha Sinha

is Consultant, Research and Information

System for Developing Countries (RIS), New
1hi.)
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v
BRICS has emerged as a key
international voice on global
finance and macro-economic
issues. However, the
cooperation among member
states on science, technology,
and innovation remains less
publicised.

v

Scientific collaboration among
BRICS nations has
strengthened over time. Yet,
areas that require heavy
infrastructure or are more
exploratory, such as
mega-science projects and
ocean or polar research, have
developed slower.

v

While working groups reflect
these shared development
priorities, their progress varies
across different fields. There
are questions regarding
whether the current framework
is sufficient for future needs.

The BRICS grouping, comprising Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa, is a
globally significant collective defined by its contributions to global GDP, scientific and
technological capacity, natural resources, and population.

BRICS g, R eitd, &4, ¥IRd, 9 3R afaror s i 2, 3w cop, f9fie

&, TTepicieh TTE 3R SFEe # He@yu GNTeH a1 B

Since its formation, the group has evolved into a prominent international voice, representing

countries that seek to challenge Western hegemony.

W%W%Wmaﬁwaﬁﬁ?ﬁéﬁaﬁﬁaﬁmwww%l

BRICS functions as a collaborative force aimed at establishing a multipolar world system.

BRICS &1 3I£¥0 9gydid fay saawt ifid a3 3|
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¢ While the group’s positions on global finance and macro-economic issues are recognised,
cooperation in science, technology, and innovation (STI) remains less publicised.

gf%ﬁﬂ&ﬁ?&n%aﬁﬁsﬂﬁ@ww%,ﬁ%ﬁaﬁeﬁ?ﬁ@ﬁﬁmﬂmﬁfﬁ
|

e At atime when global scientific collaboration is shaped by geopolitical tensions, techno-
nationalism, sanctions, and export controls, BRICS plays a critical role.

gﬁ%mmﬂ'—ﬂﬁa?m aﬁﬁwﬁuﬁmﬁ%aﬁwﬁ BRICS Tg@yul Hf¥est T
|

e Through this platform, member nations coordinate strategies, strengthen their voice in global
governance, and influence development finance via the New Development Bank.

39 U9 & ATH Y TR IUFIT I § 3R New Development Bank & SIRT 3T fa< &1
JUIRId B &

e These members are also key contributors to global trade, energy production, and natural
resources supply.
3 4T Ay AMUR, Sl IdTe R T Sfe & Ayl |

e The 2022 launch of BRICS+ marked expansion towards a more inclusive platform and
strengthened cooperation across the Global South.
2022 ¥ BRICS+ & 31T 7 3 31 FaTaxf s-man iR Ay efarr & Jeam &) sem|

e This initiative aims to reduce technological dependencies and build shared capacities
through structured programmes.
DT S5 dB-Id! (R 7 HAT1 SR T131 &l f9wRid w31 8|

e The group’s membership has expanded to include Saudi Arabia, Egypt, UAE, Ethiopia,
Indonesia, and Iran.

39 9 H T4l 3ra, i, gug, SR, ge-fRmr oiv g +ft wnfira €1

Cooperation in STI

fagm Meifet wgam

e Cooperation in STI has been a part of the BRICS agenda since its early years.
STI WEUNT TH3M1d T & BRICS & ToieT &1 R @R

e It was formally recognised in 2011 and later consolidated in meetings between senior officials
and BRICS Ministers of Science, Technology, and Innovation.
5 2011 F ST T relt 3R S1E & ARG Jo! & Torgd far )

e A pivotal 2015 memorandum established STI as a core strategic pillar, providing the
institutional framework for collaborative research and capacity-building.
2015 JHFNA 7 STI 1 JReg I Wy o= SR Tgai & fore aian ueM fean

e This framework expanded cooperation, allowing members to leverage their strengths to
address shared challenges and advance frontier sciences.
TG & A =M BT (U dThd BT IUANT HR AT FAITTA! BT FHIHT B H GG Bl

e The first BRICS Action Plan (2017-2020) tasked the STIEP Working Group with
implementing programmes.
Ugait 2017-2020 HTI AT 8 STIEP g $I HRIBGH AN HA DI fSHER! &l TR |

e These initiatives focused on entrepreneurship networks, youth and women participation,
technology transfer, and incubators.
A HrdHHl § Iafar, gar ik afgar urfierR) auT ae-te geaiar mid 2

e Over time, BRICS shifted from fundamental science to prioritising innovation and
technology transfer.
T & I1Y BRICS - Y fAg ¥ g TamaR SR dd-te gxaiarul )R & 3|

e These priorities are defined in annual ministerial declarations.
Y gt gR Y HhRas awonslt § ag gl |

e BRICS Ministers of STI meet annually to approve and sign strategic documents.
STI H30 gR O YU gxdrdell & Widid od g

e Each member country has lead agencies that coordinate activities, issue proposals, and
prepare project lists.

TR o T U el Ryt uRasHIsT &1 9999 $Rdl § |
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During India’s chairmanship, CSIR and DBT act as lead agencies.

YRd Bt 3federdl H CSIR 3R DBT YW TSRk gt €1

Recent Trends in BRICS STI Cooperation

oo fagm wenfret weai & g1 & S5

A clear emphasis on innovation-driven and technology-enabled ecosystems is evident in

recent summit themes and initiatives such as iBRICS and the Technology Transfer Centre

(TTC).

BT & JHeHl & AaraR snutRa 3R Wenfiet Tarfera uikfRufast d w— ok fowar g, s

iBRICS 3R Technology Transfer Centrel

The TTC has made notable progress in creating policy frameworks and institutional links for

cross-border technology commercialisation.

TTC 7 HfenTa e SR AP TP gEATIRUI H W B 5

However, despite this progress, large-scale commercialisation remains limited.

P FIavC 99 WR R Agariie 3af i j1

The focus of BRICS joint research calls has shifted from basic science to socially relevant

areas such as energy, water, health, and environment.

T MY FT BT 3fd Yot fAF I ged o, oid, WA 3R TR0 R g

The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated this shift, emphasising public health, vaccine research,

biosecurity, and digital health.

COVID-19 WETHRI A $Y §5A1d & oo fhaT iR WA G 1T g™ o1 wrfiear 4

Recent calls include high-performance computing, advanced materials, ICT, and space

applications.

§m$$ﬁ$ﬁﬁﬁum$qﬁﬂ, I AR, AT dhte SR Siafer sy e
I

Scientific collaboration now focuses more on artificial intelligence and data-intensive

science.

319 FgaNT HiAw gfHwn 3R ST SnuTha fage W Hied g

Progress varies across sectors; strong growth is seen in ICT and HPC, including the Institute

of Future Networks.

faftr & & e SierT-81e ©; ICT AR HPC & ol 3MTS B

There is also progress in space cooperation, especially after the 2021 agreement.

2021 GHSNA & 915 3faRe wgar & +ft vrfa g2 B

However, areas like mega-science projects, ocean and polar research have developed

slowly.

A A faqm uRaieAng iR ydia ey i 1fd 3 9¢ &

Expansion and Future Direction

fawr sk wfoss #t fa=m

The expansion of BRICS has made it a more inclusive platform for knowledge exchange
and research collaboration.

BRICS T fa¥dR ¥ JTH HTSM B3 3N MY HEURT & ATUH H 51T 61

The 2025 Declaration on Al elevated artificial intelligence to a central governance pillar.

2025 P Al GO = HEH FFGHAT B GBI VI |

It promotes an approach that is equitable, inclusive, and development-oriented.

Ig =R JuH, FHTaRN 3R ey S 71

The earlier 2021-24 Action Plan focused on networking, while later plans aim to scale
projects in biotechnology, climate tech, industrial innovation, and Al.
2021-24 IS AeafdhT W A, STafes 78 AioMNd g Wenfet o Al R $5d &

Under India’s 2026 Presidency, with the theme Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and
Sustainability, BRICS aims to deepen scientific ties.

2026 H YRA Bt AAEAT T TgINT I 3R Jolgd B HT a9 5|
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The goal is to address challenges like digital divide, public health crises, and climate
resilience.

aeg fefrea siar, WA Yde 3R Saarg gHifaa &1 T 8|

However, participation from new members remains uneven, with only Egypt and Iran joining
recent proposals.

¢ gl &t Yt /T 8, Frad firer ok $19 2nfia gul

The China-BRICS Research Centre on New Quality Productive Forces was recently
inaugurated in Beijing.

BT &1 & difSRT I a1 BRICS MY &g & fovar 77|

This centre serves as a platform for academic exchange and technological research.

g &% &P SSM-UeH 3R dah-ie! My &1 19 5|

Consequences and concerns
. A4

When compared to nations like South Korea, the National Innovation Systems (NIS) of
BRICS countries show strengths and weaknesses. ]
SFaT0T HIRET ST g § BRICS =1 &1 APTA TATAR YOI & 5 dlopd 3R HHNA 5
The gross domestic expenditure on research and development (GERD) is relatively lower
across BRICS, except China.

BRICS 3311 ¥ SrIHYUTH 399 B B, Had I 3Uare gl

The gap between BRICS and South Korea is wide, and most members need to catch up on
innovation indicators.

BRICS 3R a0 SIan & s 987 3iaR § 3R 39 S &l WiIfd b1 8

With the expansion to BRICS+, innovation systems of new members also need
strengthening.

BRICS+ faR & 918 U M &1 TR Yumelt & 1} Hogd FH3AT Sa=a e g |

This strengthening could be a priority over the next decade for broader Global South
benefits.

TS axe | I8 Afye <féror & fore uruftresan 8 g 21

The diversity of new members in economic development and scientific capacity creates
difficulty in aligning interests.

T Tl 37 e 3R A fafauar g o Si3rE dar w31

BRICS+ may need to develop paired links between specific members.

BRICS+ & <20 & &g fguefta IganT sgmr gl

Comparisons with the European Union suggest BRICS has fewer STI programme options.
TR " &1 a1 H BRICS & HRIHH 61 ¢ |

Funding competition is high but total funding remains modest.

for & ferg ufcreael sifdie § Afds pa A HH B

Experts suggest programmes must reach a new qualitative level to address global
challenges.

fORIvS & AR HRIHHI P! YT wR T&MHT 81|

Research on BRICS STI cooperation is limited and lacks a data-driven framework.

BRICS IguN R TN Tfd g 3R SeT 3merid &= 75t g1

A way forward

3T &I T

While BRICS has achieved collaboration, questions remain about the adequacy of its current
framework.

BRICS = UgdNT ST &, Afdh1 Hiv[al &fel 9ot g g1

A major concern is the absence of a permanent institutional mechanism for STI
cooperation.

T IS AW RITAt & B HHI T

The rotating presidency model is not ideal for long-term planning.

A Seefd] SrawmTfered TieT & ol Sugad el ol
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e BRICS could adopt a central mechanism similar to the EU Horizon Programme with a
dedicated Secretariat.

BRICS EU Horizon Programme ST gt GFCF-HW%I
e This Secretariat could manage funding, proposals, monitoring, and evaluation.
Ig AiaTad Bs, UTa 3R AR SUTd 9T g

o Developing Mega-science Projects can enhance deeper cooperation.

A7 fagr aRASHTE 98a &) 3¢ It &

e STI cooperation should expand beyond funding to include governance and impact of

emerging technologies.
M 3R YU T JeHI ATl
e This would help in international negotiations and capacity building.
7§ SARTEHY araten 3R & fmtor # waq |
e Despite progress since 2015, there is still significant scope for improvement.
2015 & §1G WA g8 ¢ Afdh GUR Bt oIS g
e Making the framework more effective, agile, and credible will strengthen BRICS globally.
Tid &I gUTdY SR i ST ST ¢

e As chair of BRICS+ in 2026, India has the opportunity to lead this transformation.

2026 B HIRT $I 57 IRAIA HT A B BT AW g |

‘We do not act according to any other power’

Iranian Kurdistan party PJAK makes its own decisions, says its co-chair over reports that Trump wanted the armed group to open an insurgency against Tehran; Peyman Viyan says the regime must

change and if not it's heading towards collapse; she asserts that a democratic republic will guarantee the rights of all people; ‘we must not allow some to take advantage of the war and try to divide us'

INTERVIEW

Peyman Viyan

Stanly Johny

he Kurdistan Free
T Life Party (PJAK),

an armed Kurdish
militant group in Iran,
came under spotlight re-
cently after U.S. President
Donald Trump said he
would welcome their invol-
vement in the ongoing war
against Iran. The PJAK,
which is aligned with the
Kurdistan Workers Party
(PKK) of Turkey, has
sought greater autonomy
for the Kurdish region in
Iran (‘Eastern Kurdistan’).
Mr. Trump later ruled out
Kurdish involvement in the
war, but reports suggested
that Kurdish militias were
getting support from the
U.S.and Israel. In a written
interview with The Hindu,
Peyman Viyan, co-chair of
the PJAK, says Kurds in
Iran are not fighting for
others. “We ourselves will
do what is necessary and
we will make the necessary
decisions  accordingly,”
says Ms. Viyan. Edited
excerpts:

How does PJAK assess
the ongoing U.S.-Israeli
‘war on Iran? Do you see
it asa turning point for
Iran and the wider
region?

The time has come for the
Iranian nation-state to
change. Ifit does not try to
change itself and insist on
its policies, it will be
changed in some way. Iran
‘wants to expand its hege-
‘mony in the region. It has
been working for this for
years. Within the frame-
work of the Abraham Ac-
cords, West Asia is being
redesigned. Israel wants to
be the hegemon and domi-
nate the region. The cur-
rent war in Iran has its
roots in the Gulf War of
1991. Since the current re-
gime has not been able to
change itself and has not
responded to the demands
of the Iranian people, it is
now heading towards col-
lapse. The Iranian regime
will try to expand the war
in the region in order to ex-
tend its life. In the current
situation, one cannot say
‘when exactly, but this re-
gime can no longer stand
on its own feet. It needs to
change somehow.

From your perspective

on the ground, how has
the conflict changed the
security situation in
Kurdish areas of Iran?
First of all, as the Kurdish
people, we have a clear
perspective of building a
democratic and free socie-
ty for the whole of Iran
without war. We want Iran
to become democratic. A
democratic Iran will also
guarantee the rights of the
Kurds.

‘The Kurds are not a peo-
ple apart from Iran and
have never had any desire
other than the unity of all
the peoples of Iran. The or-
ganisation of the Kurds will
cause all [ranian peoples to
organise themselves pro-
perly and institutionalise
themselves. Just as the
Kurds are today an impor-
tant actor in West Asia and
everyone takes them into
account, there are also ex-
pectations in Iran from the
Kurds and their move-
ment. Yes, we are an or-
ganisational, political and
military force. We have a
lot of experience in the mil-
itary field. We will do wha-
tever we can to protect our
people. Instead of waging

meaningless wars, our
strategy is based on
self-defence.

What is PJAK’s current
strategy in light of the
‘war?

It would be wrong and in-
correct to define PJAK sole-
ly as force of war. Some fo-
reign powers and those
who want to portray the
Kurds in a bad light always
argue in a way as if our on-
ly option was military. Yes,
we currently find ourselves
in a period of war, but this
does not mean that our
own choice to achieve the
freedom of Iran is war. As
mentioned above, we have
a defence force and are al-
ways ready to protect the
people. We will take action
if necessary. But we know
that four years ago, the Wo-
men, Life, Freedom Revo-
lution began in Iran with a
women-led uprising. Wo-

men are the force for
change in society. This re-
gime has reached this
point today because of the
women’s struggle. Kurdish
women have played a lead-
ing role here and will al-
ways do. We believe that
through the power of Jin,
Jivan, Azadi, a democratic
republic and a free society
will be established in Iran.
This is not a slogan. We will
insist on this.

There have been reports
suggesting that U.S.
President Donald
Trump wants Kurdish
groups to open an
insurgency against Iran.
Has PJAK received any
such signals or
requests? And what
would be your

response?

We do not act according to
any other power. We our-
selves will do what is ne-
cessary and we will make
the necessary decisions ac-
cordingly. Of course, we
have relations with all pow-
ers. But as the parties of
East Kurdistan, we will de-
finitely make our own deci-
sions. We will do what
serves the interests of our
people.

Some reports have
suggested that the CIA
and Israel may be
providing support,
including weapons, to
Kurdish groups fighting
Iran. What is your
response to these
claims?

No one has helped us. We
have been leading a strug-
gle against the Iranian re-
gime for years with our in-
herent strength.

Reports indicate that
Iran carried out a severe
crackdown in Kurdish
areas in January. How
would you describe
what happened during
that period?

That is true. But not only in
Kurdistan. Thousands of
people were killed by the

18Mar. ‘We do not act according to any other power’

gH ot o= TIfe & IR &1t A1) e

e Iranian Kurdistan party PJAK makes its own decisions, says its co-chair over reports
that Trump wanted the armed group to open an insurgency against Tehran; Peyman
Viyan says the regime must change and if not it’s heading towards collapse; she
asserts that a democratic republic will guarantee the rights of all people; ‘we must not
allow some to take advantage of the war and try to divide us’

R B urdl PaAk 3R Fofa wd &t 2, st He-srws sedl €, 99 Rulel &
ta fr g Trga A 5 U 9Ra 9gE agvH ¥ R fagie = oY, tauE faae sedt
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murderous regime
throughout Iran in January.
The blood of those martyrs
will not be left in vain. The
statistics released to the
public show that many in-
nocent people were mur-
dered by the regime. Thou-
sands have also been
arrested and many have
been executed. But the Ira-
nian people are very resi-
lient. Despite all this op-
pression, they have not left
their homeland. Even now,
while the war in Iran conti-
nues, a very small number
of people have actually left
the country.

‘What are PJAK’s core
political demands today
—autonomy, federalism,
or broader democratic
reforms within Iran?

As I mentioned before, we
want a Democratic Repu-
blic of Iran. A democratic
republic will guarantee the
rights of all peoples. We all
own Iran. Iran is home for
all of us. Not just for some.

Do you believe the
current war could lead
to internal instability or
fragmentation in Iran?
This depends on the atti-
tude of the peoples. The
peoples of Iran have a his-

torical past of living togeth-
er. Regimes may have al-
ways wanted to divide and
separate the peoples. But
we have an ancient history
of living together. No one
can divide us. War brings
destruction and divisions.
For this reason, we must
act more cautiously than
ever. We must not allow
some people to take advan-
tage of the war and try to
divide and separate us. We
must also establish our
own joint social, political
and military committees.
The pain of a Kurd in Sine,
Urmia or Kermanshah is
the same as the pain of an
Azeri in Tabriz. It is the
same as the pain of a Ma-
zandaran, a Tehrani or a
Shirazian. Kurdistan has al-
ways felt the pain of Balo-
chistan and has kept it in its
heart. An Arab or a Turk-
men in Iran has always
seen the Kurds as close to
them and felt love for
them. That is why we are
one soul within the great
body of ancient Iran. De-
mocracy is our unifying
strength. At the same time,
we must also prepare our-
selves for all eventualities
and, most importantly, de-
fend ourselves under all
circumstances.
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wedie TR G4 @l & ARGRT ) TRE 3, TH $© AN B I BT BRIET
ISTHR gH faUTiTa H3 & srqufa =gt &+t =afgw

e The Kurdistan Free Life Party (PJAK), an armed Kurdish militant group in Iran, came under
spotlight recently after U.S. President Donald Trump said he would welcome their
involvement in the ongoing war against Iran.
FIETH Wi TRE U (PIAK), S & T IIRA P SUAIE! T9g, 81 ol & 7df & a1 o
;ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁ@wmﬁm%éﬁm%%w@g&ﬁm HRTGRT &1 WRTd

I

e The PJAK, which is aligned with the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) of Turkey, has sought
greater autonomy for the Kurdish region in Iran (‘Eastern Kurdistan’).
PJAK, S g [ &1 ST abd gTet (PKK) & 1Y ST §3M1 &, S & $g & (‘Ydf HfewrT)
¥ fore oifiIes TarTaT &t AT a1 38T 8

e Mr. Trump later ruled out Kurdish involvement in the war, but reports suggested that Kurdish
militias were getting support from the U.S. and Israel.
it T A 91E W g A Pl 31 HFER) ¥ SHHR R faan, dfe Rl # oe1 11 fos P
TRfeRm B okt SR SeRTSd  gHA fird a7 ol

¢ In a written interview with The Hindu, Peyman Viyan, co-chair of the PJAK, says Kurds in Iran
are not fighting for others.
< fig @1 fou ues frfd e R &, PaAK B Tg-3temer U0 faur et 8 fob S & P
TRl & e T8 a8 @ B

o “We ourselves will do what is necessary and we will make the necessary decisions
accordingly,” says Ms. Viyan.

B WY SHIRAS BT B 3R I AR 31axass kg o gt faam weh €1

How does PJAK assess the ongoing U.S.—Israeli war on Iran? Do you see it as a
turning point for Iran and the wider region?

PJAK S TR 99 38 SARPI-3TRISH & BT A TH T Bl 82 FT 31T 5 33
3R ATUP &7 & forw ve FRufas A wrEd 82

e The time has come for the Iranian nation-state to change.
R AP & TG T GG 37 T 5|

o |If it does not try to change itself and insist on its policies, it will be changed in some way.
I U8 T8 B IEa- BT YA el Hdl 3R T ol 1R oreT vgar 8, O 9 fanedt 7 fanedt
dxe decll SE|

e Iran wants to expand its hegemony in the region.
I & H 30T IRd IGHT A8l g

¢ It has been working for this for years.
I8 39 fo auf § 19 TR @

o Within the framework of the Abraham Accords, West Asia is being redesigned.
S{STEH THd & o & fiaR ufdm uiRrn & q: fEemg= ferar o @1 3|

¢ Israel wants to be the hegemon and dominate the region.
ORI &7 T gefd RIfid &A1 T 2|

e The current war in Iran has its roots in the Gulf War of 1991.
R T IAH g B oIS 1991 S WSl g A B

e Since the current regime has not been able to change itself and has not responded to the
demands of the Iranian people, it is now heading towards collapse.

Ffh I I W BT Faa- H T&H g1 6T 3R S S0+ oFdT BT AN BT oad g 143,
ST g 3@ UaH 1 3R 96 6T 3
e The Iranian regime will try to expand the war in the region in order to extend its life.

X R 3T 3T BT 6 & OIE &85 T g BT faedR HA DI BRI BT

e Inthe current situation, one cannot say when exactly, but this regime can no longer stand on
its own feet.

gaqT fufa o g w1 gfed ¢ fob a, AfthT a8 IRA 31 3o R IR WeT 8 X8 Thdl|
e |t needs to change somehow.

EGAERIENCRIGNGEESE I

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page25



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

From your perspective on the ground, how has the conflict changed the security
situation in Kurdish areas of Iran?

3Mys

TR A, 59 T A S F< A A gRe AT 1 & qgan g2

First of all, as the Kurdish people, we have a clear perspective of building a democratic and
free society for the whole of Iran without war.

TaY Ugd, $6 ANl & ¥ B, TR TN R M & T 971 5 & 0 diwditae ok @A
TS §919 &1 ¥ DB 3|

We want Iran to become democratic.

Y 9184 § [ A Abdifis a1

A democratic Iran will also guarantee the rights of the Kurds.

TP ADHAAD [ Fal & AMAGRI BT off TR

The Kurds are not a people apart from Iran and have never had any desire other than the
unity of all the peoples of Iran.

FG S I ST HIS AT 51 g 3R Sai4 Bt S & Tl Al 1 Ueval & SHral pig 3BT
g1 T |

The organisation of the Kurds will cause all Iranian peoples to organise themselves properly
and institutionalise themselves.

Fal BT T3 Goft S AN BT et & W WS SR TRINTT &7 & g IR &y |

Yes we are an organisational, political and military force.

&1, TH Ud TSI, oI 3R -9 Wfad g

We have a lot of experience in the military field.

e 9= &7 § ST 3HT B

We will do whatever we can to protect our people.

B 3T AR b &M & fod S ot dya gRT, B |

Instead of waging meaningless wars, our strategy is based on self-defence.

fRYF gg ¥ & Iomd, THARY VI MTeRem TR enenid g

GS Paper I11: Economy,
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18Mar

9-judge Bench starts hearing on definition of ‘industry’

FENT P U TR 9wt fis GAarE IRE Hd) 2
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9-judge Bench
starts hearing
on definition
of ‘industry’

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

A nine-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court headed by
Chief Justice of India Surya
Kant on Tuesday asked the
government whether a
canteen run in a defence
research organisation
would be considered an
‘industry’ or a ‘sovereign
function’.

The court’s query came
on the first day of the hear-
ing of a reference regard-
ing the definition of ‘indus-
try’ under Section 2(j) of
the now-repealed Indus-
trial Disputes Act, 1947.

The nine-judge Bench is
examining whether “social
welfare activities and
schemes or other enter-
prises” undertaken by go-
vernment departments or
its instrumentalities could
be construed as industrial
activity. Another question
framed by the Supreme
Court for consideration by
the proposed nine-judge
Bench is a clarification on
what ‘state/sovereign activ-
ities’ would fall within the
definition of industry un-
der Section 2(j).

18Mar. 9-judge Bench starts hearing on definition of
‘industry’

JEURT BT TRUTIT W 9T §is a1 = Bl &

e A nine-judge Bench of the Supreme Court headed by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant on Tuesday asked the government
whether a canteen run in a defence research organisation would be
considered an ‘industry’ or a ‘sovereign function’.

YRd & G <Arari=r qd &id &1 sregerar arell Gt s o1 o-
I I3 7 HaR &1 aRGR U YT fos o1 Ueb YT YT HS
T gt ST e S B FENT T ST A1 <[IY PRP |

e The court’s query came on the first day of the hearing of a
reference regarding the definition of ‘industry’ under Section 2(j) of
the now-repealed Industrial Disputes Act, 1947.

BIE BT YE UY I ¥ yga fo o S TeY & g [EnT I
GiRUTT TR faaR forar o TeT T, it 3 5 fovd T Sefvcaa fewgew
THT, 1947 BT YRT 2() H g

e The nine-judge Bench is examining whether “social welfare
activities and schemes or other enterprises” undertaken by
government departments or its instrumentalities could be construed
as industrial activity.
9-TEwi is g oid @ 8 b . “<araifore wearor nfafafimr siv
SIS AT 3T STH” Ol WRPRY FAHTT T I A1e=T gRT Iafera
eIl 8, 32 e wfafaf o o1 s 1

e Another question framed by the Supreme Court for
consideration by the proposed nine-judge Bench is a clarification on
what ‘state/sovereign activities’ would fall within the definition of
industry under Section 2(j).
TH 3R Uy ot Jiia $1¢ 7 TRafad o-vewiy 1is & faaR & fiw duR
a1 8, 98 T8 WY B ¢ & B W rsuauy TAfafEd «rT 2¢)
Ted ST DI GRUTT H A Bih |
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Cholesterol makes cells’ nuclei
squishy, helping melanoma spread

When cholesterol levels in the nuclear envelope were hi

between other cells to spread and a squishier nucleus makes that

, the nucleus became easier to deform; this is important because cancer cells often have to squeeze through tight
eezing easier, so the cancer can invade new tissues more successfull

D.P. Kasg!!r

elanoma is one of the most
dangerous common skin
cancers. It starts in
melanocytes, the skin cells

that make melanin, the pigment that gives
skin its colour.

Cancer doesn’t appear overnight. A
normal cell becomes cancerous in steps,
as its DNA and its gene-control systems
pick up changes over time. These changes
push the cell to do three things: divide too
much, avoid being destroyed by the
immune system, and spread into other
parts of the body. This spread is called
metastasis, and it is what makes many
cancers deadly.

Researchers want to know which
changes matter most because those
changes can become targets for
treatment.

Becoming squishy

A recent study led by scientists at the U.S.
National Institutes of Health reported an
unexpected driver of cancer spread:
cholesterol in the membrane around the
cell nucleus. The nucleus is the cell’s
control room, where most of the DNA is
stored. It’s wrapped in a thin nuclear
envelope, like a flexible shell.

The team found this pattern in
melanoma and also in breast and prostate
cancers. When cholesterol levels in the
nuclear envelope were high, the nucleus
became easier to deform. In other words,
it became more squishy. This is important
because cancer cells often have to
squeeze through tight gaps between other
cells to spread. A squishier nucleus makes
that squeezing easier, so the cancer can
invade new tissues more successfully.

High cholesterol did something else,
too: it made the nuclear envelope more
fragile. Fragile envelopes were more likely
to tear in small, local spots. When a tear
happens, the DNA inside can be exposed
to forces that damage it. Damaged DNA
can lead to new mutations, and some of
those new mutations can make the cancer
even more aggressive.

When the researchers lowered
cholesterol levels in cancer cells, the cells
became less invasive and less aggressive.

These findings also help explain an
earlier observation: people with
melanoma who were taking statins —
drugs that lower cholesterol in the blood
— seemed to show slower progression, on
average, than people who were not.

Too much LBR

A big question arose: how did the cancer
cells raise cholesterol in the nuclear
envelope?

The study pointed to a protein called
the lamin B receptor (LBR). Think of LBR
as a tool with two parts sitting in the inner
nuclear membrane. One part helps attach
DNA (packed with proteins) to the inner
surface of the nucleus. The other part

3D structure of amelanoma cell derived by ion abrasion scanning electron microscopy. NC//UNSPLASH

helps the cell make cholesterol.

In many melanoma samples, the
researchers found that cells produced too
much LBR. When LBR levels were high,
the cellular cholesterol levels rose as well,
and the nucleus became both more
deformable and more fragile. When the
team reduced the LBR levels, the nuclear
envelope became tougher and less easily
deformed.

Curiously, if the researchers used a
version of LBR that couldn’t do its
cholesterol-making job, then boosting the
LBR didn’t produce the same fragile,
squishy nucleus. This suggested the
cholesterol-making function was central
to the effect.

The team also tested what happened
when they removed cholesterol directly
from cell membranes: the nuclear
membranes became much less fragile
than in untreated cells. This fit the idea
that cholesterol was changing the physical
properties of the nuclear envelope.

A treatment target
The researchers then asked a bigger
question: could this process start early in
cancer development? If high LBR and
high cholesterol appear early, then
repeated small tears in the nuclear
envelope could increase DNA dai
over time. More DNA damage could then
raise the chances of new mutations,
leading to the cancer becoming more
malignant.

The team engineered melanoma cells
in two versions: one set with normal LBR
levels and the other where LBR had been

silenced (i.e. which lacked LBR). They

These findings also help explain
an earlier observation: le
with melanoma who were taki
statins — drugs that lower
cholesterol in the blood —
seemed to show slower
progression, on average, than
people who were not

injected these cells into mice. Tumours
from the control cells showed more
ruptured nuclear envelopes than tumours
made from LBR-silenced cells. This
supported the idea that LBR could help
melanoma invade and spread in a living
organism.

Finally, the researchers checked
patient data in the real world. In one large
melanoma dataset, called TCGA-SKCM,
patients whose tumours showed higher
LBR expression early tended to have
worse outcomes. Put together, the
evidence suggested that LBR could be a
useful therapeutic target for slowing
cancer metastasis. “The finding that
LBR-mediated cholesterol production
causes nuclear envelope fragility is
intriguing in the context of cancer, as high
cholesterol has been associated with
tumour development and lmmune cell
invasion in

“Increased cholesterol synthesis driven
by upregulated LBR could serve as a
metabolic enhancer,” the authors
continued, “increasing tumour cells”
ability to proliferate and cope with
nutrient-deprived conditions. Together,
our findings suggest that LBR could be a
prognostic indicator in early melanoma
disease progression, and could serve as a
drug target to prevent metastatic
dissemination of melanoma, thereby
improving prognosis for patient survival.”

Curiosity-driven
Scientists first discovered LBR’s
cholesterol-related role more than 25
years ago in research that had nothing to
do with cancer. In the 1970s and 19805

hers studying fungi id
genes involved in making sterols — which
are cholesterol-like molecules in fungi. In
the 1990s, when scientists compared DNA
sequences, they noticed that a human
gene, LBR, resembled a sterol-making
gene in fungi.

‘That raised a curious question: could
the human gene replace the broken
fungal gene? It could. That experiment
was early evidence that LBR is an enzyme
that processes sterol.

Years later, that basic biology link
helped researchers connect LBR to
nuclear and the spread of

wrote in their paper.

“Furthermore, epidemiological studies
have shown that long-term statin use to
decrease serum cholesterol is associated
with decreased cancer progression and
severity in many cancer subtypes,
including melanoma.”

cancer. It’s a clean example of how “why
does this work this way?” research can
eventually matter to medicine, even when
no one can predict the connection in
advance.

(D.P. Kasbekar is a retired scientist.
kasbekardp@yahoo.co.in)

THE GIST

A recent study led by
scientists at the U.S. National
Institutes of Health reported
an unexpected driver of
cancer spread: cholesterol in
the membrane around the
cell nucleus

v

The team found this pattern in
melanoma and also in breast
and prostate cancers. When
the researchers lowered
cholesterol levels in cancer
cells, the cells became less
invasive and less aggressive

v

The study pointed to a protein
called the lamin B receptor
(LBR). In many melanoma
samples, the researchers found
that cells produced too much
LBR

18Mar. Cholesterol makes cells’ nuclei squishy, helping melanoma spread

aﬁﬁm;raﬁﬁm&ﬁﬁ?mf‘waﬁmﬂmm% e d Heg

e Melanoma is one of the most dangerous common skin cancers.
VAFAT T WRATS AT @ HERI § J T g

e |t starts in melanocytes, the skin cells that make melanin, the pigment that gives skin its
colour.
g 91 D1 I HIRB131 & L= 8T § S melanin SR §, S @@ &1 77 <l 81

e Cancer doesn’t appear overnight.
PR U Id H et g gl

¢ A normal cell becomes cancerous in steps, as its DNA and its gene-control systems pick up
changes over time.

TP I BB JHT P TT1Y 3T DNA 3R -0 yurel H Searg & SR eR-¢R HIR
PIRIBT &7 i1l B
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These changes push the cell to do three things: divide too much, avoid being destroyed by
the immune system, and spread into other parts of the body.

J 9EATd PIRABGT B I B TR & fore IR R 8 9gd 31 fauTsm B, ufeRem gormait
T §9I, 3R IR & 3= YFT F BT |
This spread is called metastasis, and it is what makes many cancers deadly.

3 Bl P! ARSI 68l I1dT &, 3R T8l B3 HIR| P! °Ide g1 g

Researchers want to know which changes matter most because those changes can become
targets for treatment.

MYl T8 ST I § [ B U Jedld a9 Hg@qul & Fiifh gt SUAR & A& &+ T

gl

Becoming squishy

CEEI

A recent study led by scientists at the U.S. National Institutes of Health reported an
unexpected driver of cancer spread: cholesterol in the membrane around the cell nucleus.

g T ARSI AP WIeRd TRIF & 1! gRT 6T T8 T g1 siema= 3 IR
e &1 TH ST HRUN T BRI ANF & IRI 3R BT f31eeh & cholesterol |
The nucleus is the cell’'s control room, where most of the DNA is stored.

P PIRIPT BT A0 el Bl ©, STe! AU DNA HURd gl

It's wrapped in a thin nuclear envelope, like a flexible shell.

T8 U U] iR fareet! ¥ foRT 81 8, Sl Uop arelicl Wil &1 kg gielt o

The team found this pattern in melanoma and also in breast and prostate cancers.

1 3 U8 Ued AT 9UT T4 3R URee HaR 7 i urm|

When cholesterol levels in the nuclear envelope were high, the nucleus became easier to
deform.

Sq YR f3eehl § cholesterol &1 &R 31f¥es U1, @t A1 DI fadd BT S 71 71T
In other words, it became more squishy.

R Weal H, g eI <reiien g1 |

This is important because cancer cells often have to squeeze through tight gaps between
other cells to spread.

I8 Ayl § Fif HEIR HIRABI3M B! e & oY SRR 3= HIRB13H & s o1 et
TRAT ISl B

A squishier nucleus makes that squeezing easier, so the cancer can invade new tissues more
successfully.

3 i A S0 Ufehar & ST ST 7, R R U SHad! § 3ifiie qwadargds
AT R qhT ¢

High cholesterol did something else, too: it made the nuclear envelope more fragile.

3J= cholesterol 3 T& 3R &Y AT 397 gfaeaR f3reett & 31f¥e Ao a1 faa

Fragile envelopes were more likely to tear in small, local spots.

T fRfeadl Bic-BIC WM IR We &1 3ifdid T X@dt o |

When a tear happens, the DNA inside can be exposed to forces that damage it.

S W gidT §, Al 3faX T DNA 39 91 & WU o 311 FebdT § S 39 JHuH Ugard g

Damaged DNA can lead to new mutations, and some of those new mutations can make the
cancer even more aggressive.

%ﬁmgnmquwﬁaﬁqﬁaaﬁw%,aﬁ?sqﬁﬁgﬂ%ﬂ?aﬁﬁ?&mww
|

When the researchers lowered cholesterol levels in cancer cells, the cells became less
invasive and less aggressive.

STd RNYUHATSH 7 HER PIRBISH H cholesterol BT WR HH 51, T HIRGIE HH SMHHD 3R
HH Har ard 99 TS|

These findings also help explain an earlier observation: people with melanoma who were
taking statins — drugs that lower cholesterol in the blood — seemed to show slower
progression, on average, than people who were not.
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I fend U U & 3raciio ol H IHH H Heg ®Rd & AAHT § I% d AT S statins @
] ¥ — Sl Iad H cholesterol B HH HId & — I NG 0T 1 TATfey efeft St 7|

Too much LBR
3P LBR

A big question arose: how did the cancer cells raise cholesterol in the nuclear envelope?
TUH IS1 UY I3T: HIR BB 7 iR f3reeht H cholesterol & F@HT?

The study pointed to a protein called the lamin B receptor (LBR).

LT = U UICH 1 3R Hobd fora o aft ot RApR Fg1 ST 8

Think of LBR as a tool with two parts sitting in the inner nuclear membrane.

Y U UY IUGRU] ] IRE THI o1 & YT gfaerar fareeht & ofer fyd gid g

One part helps attach DNA (packed with proteins) to the inner surface of the nucleus.
T YN DNA & 1N BT TdRD Jdg I Siigd H AGG HRdl g

The other part helps the cell make cholesterol.

GIRT YT HIRIHT BT cholesterol T H AEE BT ¢

In many melanoma samples, the researchers found that cells produced too much LBR.
H3 BAFMT A § Medarsd = g i SIRGN 9gd $HUd LBR &1 381 |

When LBR levels were high, the cellular cholesterol levels rose as well, and the nucleus
became both more deformable and more fragile.

S LBR &1 &R (e T, df ST & cholesterol Ht a¢ a1 3R Tif¥es 31 fapd 81 ara
3R 31 Ao gt T

When the team reduced the LBR levels, the nuclear envelope became tougher and less
easily deformed.

Ex—sgq"anﬁ LBR &1 &R B foba, dl iR Rieeht it Foiad 81 71 3R 3 & fagpd et
!

Curiously, if the researchers used a version of LBR that couldn’t do its cholesterol-making job,
then boosting the LBR didn’t produce the same fragile, squishy nucleus.

ad T ¥, Al MySHarsh 7 LBR &1 LA B SYART {31 9l cholesterol S &I H1H g1
HR bl T, df LBR dgM WR ff 98t e 3R arelier iy et &
This suggested the cholesterol-making function was central to the effect.

I Hond T f& cholesterol S9F &t UfhdT 81 39 UHTG &1 & HRUT AT

The team also tested what happened when they removed cholesterol directly from cell
membranes: the nuclear membranes became much less fragile than in untreated cells.
GEERH ﬁqﬁwm%ﬁaﬁmﬁ%ﬁ?ﬁ@?ﬁﬁ cholesterol BET%EITF?[ERT[@&H:
fFereR f3fcaar famT SU=R areht SRS &t a1 & 9gd $F AN 8l TS|

This « t the idea that cholesterol was changing the physical properties of the nuclear
envelope.

I8 39 fAaR & 3 &T U1 fab cholesterol -faar et & Hifdds o & sed a7 Tl

A treatment target
QUAR oI &g

The researchers then asked a bigger question: could this process start early in cancer
development?

P 91 AMUHASH ¥ Th 3T Uy UBT: 1 I8 UichdT ¥R & [T & LI TRl & TR= g1
qHl 82

If high LBR and high cholesterol appear early, then repeated small tears in the nuclear
envelope could increase DNA damage over time.

¢ 3 LBR 3R I cholesterol TRH H g1 fa@Ts <d §, 0 oo freet # SR-AR BIe-8I¢
Ted AT & T1Y DNA damage 96T J&hd g

More DNA damage could then raise the chances of new mutations, leading to the cancer
becoming more malignant.

3% DNA damage T IARad Pt FHTET §¢T b 7, Y FIR 31w a1d® 8t Il gl
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e The team engineered melanoma cells in two versions: one set with normal LBR levels and
the other where LBR had been silenced (i.e. which lacked LBR).
&Y A FAFM HIRETH HY & Ul & TR foar: Ue o I LBR iR AT iR geRT ford
LBR ! fAfspa & fear mar ol

e They injected these cells into mice.
I8 3 DIRABI3H BI Jgi H Soiae faa|

e Tumours from the control cells showed more ruptured nuclear envelopes than tumours made
from LBR-silenced cells.
g0 PRSI & 7 SR # LBR-FShy Hifkiep1all § 57 SR &1 o # 3ifdes ®el g3
iR ffeear ot T2 |

e This supported the idea that LBR could help melanoma invade and spread in a living
organism.

?ﬁﬂgﬁﬂﬂ@fﬁﬁgw% LBR Sifad YRR & AAMAT & e 3R MhHU H Heg HR Javal

I

¢ Finally, the researchers checked patient data in the real world.
3id H, RMydmarsi 7 aRardd gl § AR & Sel $i o g B |

¢ Inone large melanoma dataset, called TCGA-SKCM, patients whose tumours showed higher
LBR expression early tended to have worse outcomes.
TH T8 NAHMT STRIT, SR TCGA-SKCM Fg1 ofral 7, B fom At & eR & uRy  oifies
LBR expression YT, 374 GRUMH WRT§ UT¢ 7T

e Put together, the evidence suggested that LBR could be a useful therapeutic target for
slowing cancer metastasis.
Tt vt 1 TR a8 dahd el f LBR ¥R & metastasis @1 410 & & foQ to
IUANTt IUAR A& B Thdl g

e “The « nding that LBR-mediated cholesterol production causes nuclear envelope fragility is
intriguing in the context of cancer, as high cholesterol has been associated with tumour
development and immune cell invasion in melanoma,” the researchers wrote in their paper.
Ymarsi 7 3O YT H ol f LBR §RT U cholesterol ST —faadR et &t
T BT HRUT 1 8, S HeR & Y & Agayul 8 Fifds 3= cholesterol HT TaY TR
fam™ SR UfcRen HIRTBIST & SMMHH F ¢

o “Furthermore, epidemiological studies have shown that long-term statin use to decrease
serum cholesterol is associated with decreased cancer progression and severity in many
cancer subtypes, including melanoma.”

3P ATAT, HETAR] fagm S1eqg=i ¥ U =al @ fb d IHY T statin T IUTNT I |
PRI B B P oY fhaT oYl B UPR & HIR, FoFH Aarmr +f 2nfie 8, &t wifd iR
TR HH B St 2

e ‘“Increased cholesterol synthesis driven by upregulated LBR could serve as a metabolic
enhancer,” the authors continued, “increasing tumour cells’ ability to proliferate and cope with
nutrient-deprived conditions.

gDl A M Fgl fos 9¢ §U LBR gRT YR DleiReld IAWUl U 9= dgH did & &0 §
m?ﬁm%%.m@ammaﬁaﬁq@ﬁvwwwwmﬁ@maﬁmw
&I 9gdl g |

e Together, our » ndings suggest that LBR could be a prognostic indicator in early melanoma
disease progression, and could serve as a drug target to prevent metastatic dissemination of
melanoma, thereby improving prognosis for patient survival.”

1y ey, TR Fps §amd § % LBR URIY® AamIAT I0T Bt WTfa & Ueb qaiqH Jobad &l
Thdl g 3R 3 ST 98T P U H IUTNT B AAHHT & Bd1d Bl AT o bl 3, o
AT & SHifdd Te) B UG S8R 81 Fobdl g

Curiosity-driven

forman-ufva

e Scientists ¢ rst discovered LBR’s cholesterol-related role more than 25 years ago in research
that had nothing to do with cancer.
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AT 7 LBR B BloRerd J Jaiferd Yfirest &1 25 aff ¥ it ugat T iy & WieT o1 forgaet
FW Y BIS Y9y TaT U

e Inthe 1970s and 1980s, researchers studying fungi identie ed genes involved in making

sterols — which are cholesterol-like molecules in fungi.

1970s 3R 1980s T, FHaAH BT LT HIA a1l edhdisit ¥ TH S Tgam off W a1 &
M ¥ — S Had § DIRCIA oI ST Bl 5 |
e Inthe 1990s, when scientists compared DNA sequences, they noticed that a human gene,
LBR, resembled a sterol-making gene in fungi.

1990s ¥, SIF ITMAD! 7 ST S{IeHAT B o B, dl I2i < fb HFG ofF LBR, Hdb &b
WIS S aTel i Sr T R |

e That raised a curious question: could the human gene replace the broken fungal gene? It

could.

Y U D UY JoT: TN A OfiF Hah & TRIG S B o118 o Yl g2 T8 THT AT

e That experiment was early evidence that LBR is an enzyme that processes sterol.
Tg T YRS TET0T AT {6 LBR U USTISH § off WRId & A1 FHall gl

e Years later, that basic biology link helped researchers connect LBR to nuclear cholesterol
and the spread of cancer.

ST aTe, g8 SR AR Ty 3 Dol B LR F) RER ST IR IR B

Theld ¥ Sied | Heg Bl
e It's a clean example of how “why does this work this way?” research can eventually matter to

medicine, even when no one can predict the connection in advance

Ig 39 91 HT WY I&eXUI § 1o I8 59U e I H1H HRal 82” ok Ty 3ida: fferen & forg

Heaqul 81 Uahd €, Ul 81 U5 q s 39 TaY Bt Hfqwrarolt 7 &R 9 |

Sex bias: key to a DNA puzzle

or years, scientists noticed that
F modern humans carry very little

Neanderthal DNA on their X
chromosomes. To understand why,
researchers from the University of
Pennsylvania reversed the perspective
and looked for early modern human DNA
within ancient Neanderthal genomes.

In a study published in Science on
February 26, they reported that
interbreeding between Neanderthals and
early modern humans was heavily
sex-biased.

To find this, the team analysed the
Altai Neanderthal genome — a female
individual found in the Altai Mountains
whose 1,22,000-year-old remains provide
the oldest high-quality Neanderthal
genome — and found a 62% excess of
modern human ancestry on its X
chromosome compared to its other
chromosomes.

The finding allowed the team to rule
out natural selection as the main cause
for the missing DNA. Why? Because if
biological incompatibility were the main
problem, the Neanderthal X chromosome
would have rejected modern human
DNA. But instead it contained a surplus.

The researchers then tested whether
migration patterns, such as females
moving between groups, could explain
the data. They found that even extreme
migration models could not account for
such a high 62% surplus. Instead, the

caf

Reconstructions of a Neanderthal man named
“N” (left) and woman called “Wilma” at the
Neanderthal museum in Germany. AP

most likely explanation was
ancestry-specific mate preference, i.e.
it was concluded that interbreeding
primarily involved male Neanderthals
and female modern humans.

Remarkably, this bias remained
consistent across different encounters
separated by 200,000 years, suggesting
that the social dynamics between
these two groups were stable over very
long periods.

¥
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18Mar. Sex bias: key to a
DNA puzzle
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Neanderthal DNA Study

freevya ieae srama

e For years, scientists noticed
that modern humans carry very little
Neanderthal DNA on their X
chromosomes.

F3 o1 § aFe! 3 3@ b snyfw

Hﬁ@ﬁﬁ X chromosomes TR

SEHW Neanderthal DNA Uil SITdl
I

e To understand why,
researchers from the University of
Pennsylvania reversed the
perspective and looked for early
modern human DNA within ancient
Neanderthal genomes.

3’\%[ FITI%ﬁ & ﬁ*ﬂ;f University of
Pennsylvania & Tymarell 3 =P
e 3R UrdH teRya siAm o
URIN® SMYfH A ST B Al

e |n a study published in Science on February 26, they reported that interbreeding between
Neanderthals and early modern humans was heavily sex-biased.
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February 26 &1 Science ¥ USHTRId U 3{&9a- | 3= gar f Fusyd iR uRfie

YIS T & o T Safies e Terard ol

To find this, the team analysed the Altai Neanderthal genome — a female individual found in

the Altai Mountains whose 1,22,000-year-old remains provide the oldest high-quality

Neanderthal genome — and found a 62% excess of modern human ancestry on its X

chromosome compared to its other chromosomes.

3@ NIGEE:] ﬁﬂl AW A Altai Neanderthal STHIH &7 fazeiyor far — St Altai Mountains # firei

T Afgdl &1 4T, ¥ 1,22,000-year-old A=Y TG4 GRHT 3 UG ATdT USRS S

U&H #3d § — 3R TR fob 3% X chromosome TR 3 IR &1 a1 H Y A

IR BT 62% excess YT

The finding allowed the team to rule out natural selection as the main cause for the missing

DNA.

%gﬁaﬁmﬁ%ﬁwéﬁmﬁﬁ&wﬁa%wmma@wmw
I

Why? Because if biological incompatibility were the main problem, the Neanderthal X

chromosome would have rejected modern human DNA.

Fi> ifer afe Sfaes sriTia ger Iawn gidt, df FTSRyd &1 X Y 31yfd AHd S

DI TR R Gl

But instead it contained a surplus.

A 3% TOIT ST SHIYS AT U1 TS|

The researchers then tested whether migration patterns, such as females moving between

groups, could explain the data.

P 91¢ AMuHdrsd ¥ gg S i a1 v e, o b afgarsit &1 99l & & -,

39 ST HI 9 9Hhd G

They found that even extreme migration models could not account for such a high 62%

surplus.

I8 Il foh S Uare= Ared Ht a1 Sifid 62% surplus &1 THET ol Fahd |

Instead, the most likely explanation was ancestry-specific mate preference, i.e. it was

concluded that interbreeding primarily involved male Neanderthals and female modern

humans.

3d SO, a4 YT e Jx1-fafkry At =g o, srufa ag ey FHoTen o fos

ST T ®0 Y gy FueRyd ok Afear snyfie agst & ofa gal

Remarkably, this bias remained consistent across different encounters separated by 200,000

years, suggesting that the social dynamics between these two groups were stable over very

long periods.

3RS FY I, Tg U&UTd 200,000 years & 3faR aral aftre Guessf & ot w94 81, 599 18

Gobd foretan & 6 &7 <1 THg! & e e Tifasiicrar de 9w de fRR @
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PrlsoI n ouzbreak

India’s overcrowded jails pose a serious
health risk to inmates

he public health crisis in India’s prisons is
T distinguished by its poorer infrastructure
and a general disregard for treating ail-
ments until they become inconvenient. A prison-
er does not lose the right to health, a point courts
have repeatedly stressed; yet, between August
20, 2025, and March 9, 2026, around 92 inmates
at the Jalpaiguri Central Correctional Home were
infected with herpes simplex virus (HSV) and se-
ven of them died. HSV is common in the general
population but experts have said that in immuno-
compromised or overcrowded populations with
poor care, it can lead to encephalitis, which is of-
ten fatal. The Home’s 171% occupancy rate ren-
dered good hygiene and isolation a luxury. Ac-
cording to the 2023 Prison Statistics of India,
district prisons in West Bengal have reported oc-
cupancy rates exceeding 160% and certain facili-
ties, such as the Kandi Sub-Jail, have historically
reached staggering levels of over 400%. While
the State has many foreign national inmates,
overcrowding is a persistent fact of India’s correc-
tional facilities. In 2023, 30% of inmates in 10 pri-
sons in Kerala were found to have skin diseases
caused by humidity and a lack of personal space.
A 2023 study in The Lancet Public Health found
prisoners in India five times more likely to deve-
lop tuberculosis (TB) than the general popula-
tion. In 2025, the Home Ministry ordered prison
screening camps as unventilated environments
allow TB to spread rapidly. The Nagpur and In-
dore central jails had major COVID-19 outbreaks.
According to the India Justice Report 2025,
HIV prevalence among inmates is also significant-
ly higher than the national average due to shared
equipment and inadequate screening at entry.
Mandatory, comprehensive medical screening
could catch many of these infections before they
become injurious, which also requires facilities to
have the requisite personnel. But the report also
flagged a 43% vacancy rate for medical officers,
resulting in the number of inmates per doctor be-
ing 2.6 times higher than recommended by the
Model Prison Manual. There are also only 25 psy-
chologists for India’s 5.7 lakh inmates. Filling this
gap requires integrating prisons into the National
Health Mission, ensuring a sufficient number of
health workers trained to manage outbreaks, and
enforcing the Manual’s standards uniformly
across States. As West Bengal’s actions in 2020 il-
lustrate — temporarily releasing thousands of un-
dertrials to relieve overcrowding in the South 24
Parganas District Correctional Home and the Ba-
ruipur Central Jail — the solutions are not con-
fined to health. The judiciary must fast-track cas-
es involving undertrials, who constitute the
majority of inmates, expand the use of bail and
non-custodial alternatives for minor offences and
expedite the repatriation of foreign nationals.

18Mar. Prison outbreak
ELE:RCaL

e India’s overcrowded jails pose a serious
health risk to inmates
YRd B! Af¥p WsHTs arell oid Hieat & forg Mk
e S der At 8

e The public health crisis in India’s prisons is
distinguished by its poorer infrastructure and a general
disregard for treating ailments until they become
inconvenient.

YRA $I Sldl § FTaeT-dh W Ydhe WIS §-ard! i
3R FAIRET H1 AT Id I | B B UgRI ¥ A
STl § 5id dab d TR 7 g1 S|

e A prisoner does not lose the right to health, a
point courts have repeatedly stressed; yet, between
August 20, 2025, and March 9, 2026, around 92
inmates at the Jalpaiguri Central Correctional Home
were infected with herpes simplex virus (HSV) and
seven of them died.

TH &4l SUAT WA HT HAGR 61 Wil 8, Tg a1
3eTadl 3 IR-9R Hal §; bR Wt August 20, 2025 I
March 9, 2026 & S STAUTSTS! e HRaAd gIF o
TATHIT 92 el herpes simplex virus (HSV) ¥ T iid
FUIAR I A 7 B gY B o |

e HSVis common in the general population but
experts have said that in immunocompromised or
overcrowded populations with poor care, it can lead to
encephalitis, which is often fatal.

HSV T ST § 31 §, Afes faxiwsil &1 e §
% FHOR ufeRen a1 WieuTs IR WRIE SaHTE Tt
3TaTet § T8 encephalitis BT BRI 99 JHdT §, S
SRR AP Bl 3

e The Home’s 171% occupancy rate rendered
good hygiene and isolation a luxury.

@@Eﬁ 171% occupancy rate J TowdT 3R 3
DI U 3T 1 feam

e According to the 2023 Prison Statistics of
India, district prisons in West Bengal have reported
occupancy rates exceeding 160% and certain
facilities, such as the Kandi Sub-Jail, have historically
reached staggering levels of over 400%.

2023 Prison Statistics of India & 38R, U3H STd
DI e St  160% F 3ifd 3R $T Sal o Hig!
Ta-91 | 400% ¥ 31 ao isurs 31 T B

¢ While the State has many foreign national
inmates, overcrowding is a persistent fact of India’s
correctional facilities.
gIdiifes X9 | 3 o= Hel 5, Afeh HTS URd B
Sl B T RIRR qAR B |

e |n 2023, 30% of inmates in 10 prisons in
Kerala were found to have skin diseases caused by
humidity and a lack of personal space.

2023 H I DI 10 Sl H 30% pfedl H TH 3R AfFHTT RIF Bt HH! & PRI FT INT YTT

Ry
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A 2023 study in The Lancet Public Health found prisoners in India five times more likely to
develop tuberculosis (TB) than the general population.

The Lancet Public Health T U&TRId 2023 3reaa=T & Ul T fs URd & dfedl & I saret
1 o | 5 T 3D tuberculosis (TB) B &1 TG it 3|

In 2025, the Home Ministry ordered prison screening camps as unventilated environments
allow TB to spread rapidly.

2025 T g AT 7 ol W Thif- RAfeR Smaiford &= &1 e far wifes famm dfeawm ara
TR0 TB ol ¥ Hretal gl

The Nagpur and Indore central jails had major COVID-19 outbreaks.

TRTRR 3R IER B1 Ha Il § 8 THH W COVID-19 F YT g

According to the India Justice Report 2025, HIV prevalence among inmates is also
significantly higher than the national average due to shared equipment and inadequate
screening at entry.

India Justice Report 2025 & 39K, Hfed! § HIV prevalence ?T@“C[ 3 Y PIHT SIS B,
ST RUT AT JUDBRUT 3R Y= & FHY 30U Sff<l 5 |

Mandatory, comprehensive medical screening could catch many of these infections before
they become injurious, which also requires facilities to have the requisite personnel.

3R s e sira 37 Iyl &) THR 81 3 Ugd Ues Iahdl 8, e for wafa
fafdrcn HiHa @t sraxgddr g1t g
But the report also flagged a 43% vacancy rate for medical officers, resulting in the number
of inmates per doctor being 2.6 times higher than recommended by the Model Prison
Manual.

Afp Rard & gg off sarn man fos e sif¥eial 7 43% vacancy rate 2, o ufa Sfeer
Ffgl BT AT Model Prison Manual &1 RIGIRET & 2.6 AT Sif¥® 8 TS |
There are also only 25 psychologists for India’s 5.7 lakh inmates.

YR & 5.7 ARG fedl & T Had 25 AAAD 3|

Filling this gap requires integrating prisons into the National Health Mission, ensuring a
sufficient number of health workers trained to manage outbreaks, and enforcing the Manual’'s
standards uniformly across States.

%Wﬁ%ﬁﬁ%%ﬁ@?ﬁ?ﬁ National Health Mission ﬁTﬂT&IﬁW, i uiRifdrd
Wﬁwmaﬁvﬂﬁmﬁﬁuﬁwwwﬁwgﬁ@amm
|

As West Bengal’s actions in 2020 illustrate — temporarily releasing thousands of undertrials
to relieve overcrowding in the South 24 Parganas District Correctional Home and the Baruipur
Central Jail — the solutions are not confined to health.

ST o UfEH §7ITCT & 2020 & HEH! Y WY § — &7 24 TRIAT T et 3R SFPR batd ot
T 1fis HH HA & U goRT 3feverd Hiedl & srerht = u I et farar mr — wd= Faa
WY d% e T8

The judiciary must fast-track cases involving undertrials, who constitute the majority of

inmates, expand the use of bail and non-custodial alternatives for minor offences and
expedite the repatriation of foreign nationals.

U] B 3ieerad Hial & Al &I aoit ¥ Auerr =Ry, St aiftrpier Bt €, sHma
%ﬁ-%waﬁﬂmﬁwnmaﬁqﬁﬁ%@wﬁﬁﬁmﬁaﬁmﬁﬁm
|
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A bit of a blur over India’s new carbon credit plan
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A bit o[ a blur over India’s new carbon credit plan

Union Budget 2026, involving a massive

320,000 crore outlay for a carbon credit
programme, has sparked a wave of confusion and
conflicting reports, pitting a clear-cut
governmental road map for heavy industry
against a burgeoning narrative of a new income
stream for India’s farmers. At the heart of the
debate is a fundamental question. Is this Budget
allocation designed to fund Carbon Capture,
Utilization, and Storage (CCUS) technologies for
smokestack industries? Or is it a pioneering
scheme to help farmers earn carbon credits
through sustainable agriculture? Evidence from
official documents suggests the first, but a
persistent parallel narrative, echoed in several
media reports, insists on the second.

The first is the CCUS for “Hard-to-Abate”
Industries. The unambiguous anchor for the
Budget announcement is the “R&D Roadmap for
CCUS”, released by the Department of Science
and Technology (DST) in December 2025. This
technical document, which forms the basis of the
budgetary provision, leaves little room for
ambiguity regarding its scope and intent. The
road map explicitly identifies its target sectors,
power, steel, cement, refineries, and chemicals.
These are labelled as “hard-to-abate” industries
where process emissions are concentrated,
measurable, and technically challenging to
eliminate through renewable energy alone. The
proposed ¥20,000 crore over five years is
earmarked for large-scale deployment of CCUS
technologies, essentially capturing carbon
dioxide from factory flue gases and either using it
industrially or storing it underground.

! significant policy announcement in the

Not on the list

Crucially, agriculture is conspicuously absent
from this list of CCUS sectors. The road map
acknowledges agriculture as a source of
greenhouse gases (primarily methane and nitrous
oxide) but only in an inventory context. It
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The strategy
requires distinct
focus on both
‘smokestack’ and

explicitly excludes agriculture from CCUS
strategies because agricultural emissions are
diffuse, biologically mediated, and not suited to
the point-source capture technology that defines
CCUS. The road map draws a clear line between
CCUS (preventing new industrial emissions) and
Carbon Dioxide Removal or CDR (drawing down
existing atmospheric CO2), where agriculture,
through soil carbon sequestration, biochar, and
agroforestry, plays a starring role.

The second is the persistent counter-narrative
of farmers as climate solutionists. Despite this
clear industrial focus, articles and social media
discourse have propagated a different story. This
narrative posits that the budgetary outlay will
directly enable farmers to participate in carbon
markets by adopting regenerative practices,
turning “farms into climate solutions”.

The root of the confusion

This interpretation appears to conflate two
distinct concepts. The Budget’s CCUS fund (for
industrial carbon capture) and the broader,
evolving voluntary carbon market in India, where
agriculture and forestry projects are already
beginning to generate credits for global and
domestic buyers. Proponents of the “farmer”
narrative point to the growing global and
domestic demand for nature-based carbon
credits. Several private sector initiatives and
State-level programmes are already piloting
models where farmers are compensated for
practices that enhance soil organic carbon. The
confusion likely stems from the Budget’s use of
the term “carbon credit programme” in a broader
sense, while its detailed architecture, as per the
DST road map, is exclusively industrial.

Analysts say the confusion highlights a
communication gap and a policy opportunity.
The DST road map is is a technically sound,
sector-specific document, but the Budget’s use of
the more familiar term ‘carbon credit’ has
blurred lines. Mention of a “programme” amid

18Mar. A bit of a blur over India’s new carbon credit plan

YRA DI A5 BIa hisc Ao IR $S ATl

discussion of agricultural carbon credits has led
some to expect a funded scheme for farmers.
This expectation is plausible, as the Agriculture
Ministry has been exploring soil health and
climate-resilient farming for years. A structured
carbon farming programme is a logical next step,
but it would need separate policy, funding, and
institutional frameworks distinct from the costly,
tech-heavy CCUS initiative.

The government faces the task of clarifying this
distinction to manage expectations. The 20,000
crore CCUS programme is a critical pillar for
decarbonising industry, a sector vital for growth
but also responsible for a quarter of India’s
emissions. Its success is non-negotiable for
meeting net-zero goals.

Simultaneously, the powerful narrative around
farmers and carbon credits highlights a massive
parallel opportunity. India’s vast agricultural
lands hold immense potential for carbon
sequestration. A separate, well-designed policy to
create a trusted domestic carbon market for
agriculture could unlock enormous economic
and environmental benefits, truly creating a “new
income stream” for farmers.

A multi-sectoral approach is needed

The current debate underscores a pivotal
moment in India’s climate strategy. Budget 2026
has firmly placed its 20,000 crore bet on
industrial decarbonisation through CCUS. The
“farmer carbon credit” story, while not funded by
this specific outlay, reflects a powerful and
growing reality in the voluntary carbon space and
a compelling demand for a parallel policy
initiative. The path ahead requires the
government to clearly demarcate these two
crucial fronts in the climate fight — smokestack
and soil - while advancing both with equal
ambition. The confusion may be born of
conflation today, but it points to the
comprehensive, multi-sectoral approach India
will need to forge a sustainable future.

A significant policy announcement in the Union Budget 2026, involving a massive ¥20,000

crore outlay for a carbon credit programme, has sparked a wave of confusion and conflicting
reports, pitting a clear-cut governmental road map for heavy industry against a burgeoning

Union Budget 2026 H 20,000 crore & S WY & TTY HTa shiSe HRIHH DI GINu 3 YH
3R faRremHdt fravef ) arer der R & 8, o HRY Iev & e Wy TR} Ao 3R

Is this Budget allocation designed to fund Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage (CCUS)

1 g duic 3{Tdc Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage (CCUS) dHIP! BI faaiftd

Or is it a pioneering scheme to help farmers earn carbon credits through sustainable

1 I8 feul &1 ot N & T1eqd A H1aH hige HHM § Heg B & Aol 82

The first is the CCUS for “Hard-to-Abate” Industries.

narrative of a new income stream for India’s farmers.
foraml & foT 78 oM & HId & HUT & o ThIa gl
» Atthe heart of the debate is a fundamental question.
U 989 & s H TP Jayd U9 g
)
technologies for smokestack industries?
A & fom g2
[ )
agriculture?
)
in several media reports, insists on the second.
AMABTRD TxdrdS
&S 8T ]l
)
UGl § “Hard-to-Abate” SEWI & fg ccus|
)

Evidence from official documents suggests the first, but a persistent parallel narrative, echoed

Ugd fadeu &1 Tl ovd 8, Aft s wiifar Rarel § gar1 syt iR

The unambiguous anchor for the Budget announcement is the “R&D Roadmap for CCUS”,

released by the Department of Science and Technology (DST) in December 2025.

ERENH

&1 WY 3MYR “R&D Roadmap for CCUS” 3,

and Technology (DST) = December 2025 H SR} foaT|
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This technical document, which forms the basis of the budgetary provision, leaves little room
for ambiguity regarding its scope and intent.

g dep-iip! GETAST Soic UG BT YR & 3R SHP I B AbR g 3yl el Bledll
The road map explicitly identifies its target sectors, power, steel, cement, refineries, and
chemicals.

JgsAu A WY ¥ § qaferd ZHEIWTFQ% power, steel, cement, refineries, and chemicals |
These are labelled as “hard-to-abate” industries where process emissions are
concentrated, measurable, and technically challenging to eliminate through renewable energy
alone.

I “hard-to-abate” industries Hg1 T § 9] Iqoi digd, AN TG 3R TdIHI0Ng SHoi o
B H3 g

The proposed ¥20,000 crore over five years is earmarked for large-scale deployment of
CCUS technologies, essentially capturing carbon dioxide from factory flue gases and either
using it industrially or storing it underground.

EIET@H%Z0,000 crore (5 a'cﬁﬂ) CCUS technologies %@WWW%WﬁﬂTﬁH%
e pREF! &1 TG I B SRS B ThsdH IUUNT I1 IIE foar S|

Not on the list

Tt § =fae T8

Crucially, agriculture is conspicuously absent from this list of CCUS sectors.

IIE(_CI'{UTQ?CIQ, ?ﬁf%ﬂ CCUS sectors ﬁﬂjﬁﬁ'm?ﬁ%l

The road map acknowledges agriculture as a source of greenhouse gases (primarily methane

and nitrous oxide) but only in an inventory context.

AU FHY B U T &1 T AT 8, AT hae YAiHRur & g H|

It explicitly excludes agriculture from CCUS strategies because agricultural emissions are

diffuse, biologically mediated, and not suited to the point-source capture technology that

defines CCUS.

g%%ggm@fwaﬁ CCUS strategies ¥ §TgR 38T g Fiifer Y IeqoiT faar gu iR Sifdw
I

The road map draws a clear line between CCUS (preventing new industrial emissions) and

Carbon Dioxide Removal (CDR) (drawing down existing atmospheric CO2), where

agriculture, through soil carbon sequestration, biochar, and agroforestry, plays a starring role.

ASHT CCUS 3R Carbon Dioxide Removal (CDR) & &te WV 3R &l 3, orad HfYy ot

YPrT T B

The second is the persistent counter-narrative of farmers as climate solutionists.

TR ¢ BT @1 climate solutionists % &9 & TRdd B dTdll HUTS |

Despite this clear industrial focus, articles and social media discourse have propagated a

different story.

WY NS BIHT & Fracle, FSar 3R e HifESar & e HeT URdd i o ! 5

This narrative posits that the budgetary outlay will directly enable farmers to participate in

carbon markets by adopting regenerative practices, turning “farms into climate solutions”.

T HYFS & IR, Tg Foic [HAMI &I carbon markets T HFT T 3R Bell Pl STaarg

THIY | gee H Hag S|

The root of the confusion
YH BT Jd dRUT

This interpretation appears to conflate two distinct concepts.

g ATSAT &I SHTAT-S1eRT SAYRUMSHT BT e et 3 |

The Budget’'s CCUS fund (for industrial carbon capture) and the broader, evolving voluntary
carbon market in India, where agriculture and forestry projects are already beginning to
generate credits for global and domestic buyers.

e BT CCUS fund (3MENMIE e FER & o) 3R URd &1 I Rid gidT Wiss Hred
TR, S8 HY 3R a1+ TRTSHE Ugd 3 8 hfge Sad &R ! o |
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e Proponents of the “farmer” narrative point to the growing global and domestic demand for
nature-based carbon credits.

fHar 3neRa HUHS & TS UHA-MRd BT Hiec B dgd AN BT 3R TURT H & |

e Several private sector initiatives and State-level programmes are already piloting models
where farmers are compensated for practices that enhance soil organic carbon.
F3 Aol SR o0 TR HTRIHH U T1Sd I 33 § o (b Bl figl & BTaD Bra B!
oM & fore yiam fear S g

e The confusion likely stems from the Budget’s use of the term “carbon credit programme” in
a broader sense, while its detailed architecture, as per the DST road map, is exclusively
industrial.
g YA YYTd: §oic H “carbon credit programme” Xeq & AP IUAT J I g3l % NI
STHCt ASAY F IR 39! T I IR S g

¢ Analysts say the confusion highlights a communication gap and a policy opportunity.
fa=Raived! & IR T8 YT T AR SR 3R M 3fawR &1 g=ifdr 8|

e The DST road map is a technically sound, sector-specific document, but the Budget’'s use of
the more familiar term ‘carbon credit’ has blurred lines.
ST ASHY dAH-h! T Y WY XA g, Afh ‘carbon credit’ sg I ITINT = HrATSH B
efere R e g

e Mention of a “programme” amid discussion of agricultural carbon credits has led some to
expect a funded scheme for farmers.
gfgﬁ%@ﬁ’%ﬁ?“—fﬁ “programme” &g [ o g faquifd s &1 Iwie der

[

e This expectation is plausible, as the Agriculture Ministry has been exploring soil health and
climate-resilient farming for years.
Tg 3e i Tt € ifer SN Harer e gwa 3§ gt & ey iR Sraarg- il Wt W)
HTH R G

e Astructured carbon farming programme is a logical next step, but it would need separate
policy, funding, and institutional frameworks distinct from the costly, tech-heavy CCUS
initiative.
TH TS HIe- Vel BRAHH ST HEH 8l Tabal ©, Al Sqdb g e i, o 3R
TRITTA i SHTIRAH I, O T 3R qdh-1idh-SHTHTRd Ugd o 31er g

e The government faces the task of clarifying this distinction to manage expectations.
WHR & AT U R B WF HA B 8 difes adensit & Fafa fasan o 9|

e The ¥20,000 crore CCUS programme is a critical pillar for decarbonising industry, a sector
vital for growth but also responsible for a quarter of India’s emissions.

%20,000 crore CCUS programme REUIKC] @W@ﬁ]’sﬁ{ H B IIEEE[Uf SHIYR % S YRA &
IO BT T TH AUTS BT &

e |ts success is non-negotiable for meeting net-zero goals.
@Hﬁw net-zero goals Waﬂﬁ%ﬁlﬁ Hﬁﬁﬂf%l

¢ Simultaneously, the powerful narrative around farmers and carbon credits highlights a
massive parallel opportunity.
1y g, At 3R w1 thiee A TS HUMS Th d9 IR P i g

e India’s vast agricultural lands hold immense potential for carbon sequestration.
YR & fana HiYy ufy & wra saivor &) a8t & g1

e A separate, well-designed policy to create a trusted domestic carbon market for
agriculture could unlock enormous economic and environmental benefits, truly creating a
“new income stream” for farmers.
P & T TP fAT-1 R FHIe- IR S 9 98 e iR qafarviig ey fird 9ad § 8k
foramt & fore =18 oy &1 Wi §9 Taha g

A multi-sectoral approach is needed
9g-aeita ef¥aiur smaxa® §

e The current debate underscores a pivotal moment in India’s climate strategy.

g 989 HRd P STaarg 0 H Te Agayul 7ig &l g2idt g

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 8



YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
9971932488

Budget 2026 has firmly placed its 20,000 crore bet on industrial decarbonisation through
CCus.

Budget 2026 = 20,000 crore &1 43 CCUS & H1EH I 3{I=Ie Sipa-EewH | fhar gl

The “farmer carbon credit” story, while not funded by this specific outlay, reflects a powerful
and growing reality in the voluntary carbon space and a compelling demand for a parallel
policy initiative.

“farmer carbon credit’ HYUT, Hdl g1 39 golc I faquiftid et 8, Afd Wiwsew w1d &7 & ggdt
IR B gl |

The path ahead requires the government to clearly demarcate these two crucial fronts in the
climate fight — smokestack and soil — while advancing both with equal ambition.

3T T IR PR F UM HaT § fb 98 3 & Agayul &5 — smokestack 3R soil — &
WY ¥ Y 3T B AR G DI I FU F S T

The confusion may be born of conflation today, but it points to the comprehensive, multi-
sectoral approach India will need to forge a sustainable future.

g YH 3Tl Yol g1 [eae & SRl g, didb g8 Hidw & o1t te s ag-aia eBaiu ot
ISl B! el |
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Moral disengagement and the impact of power
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Moral disengagement and

the impact of power

A psychological concept that explains how individuals rationalise immoral and unethical actions by deflecting

responsibility and minimising consequences, often enabling those in power to legitimise harmful decisions

Rebecca Rose Varghese

ven with the establishment of

norms and laws to maintain

morality and ethical behaviour,

violence and unethical
behaviour have always been part of
society. Throughout history, harmful acts,
especially when done by those who
control the narrative, have rarely been
presented as immoral. Instead, they are
reframed in ways that make them appear
necessary, justified, or even beneficial.
There are many examples of this, both
old and new. The killing of indigenous
populations during colonisation was often
described as “civilising” territories. War
on weaker or defenceless countries for
the purpose of strategic or economic
interests is presented as a necessary
operation, justified in the name of
security or national defence. And, the
consequent civilian deaths are labelled as
“collateral damage.” Violence or
harassment against women and young
girls has been and continues to be
dismissed as “accidental dalliance” or
“minor deviance”, while the behaviour of
the women themselves is always

As discussed in the Media Framing
Theory developed by Canadian
sociologist Erving Goffman, the way an
issue is presented can shape how
audiences understand its causes,
consequences, and moral implications. In
practice, media framing can sometimes
support the interests of political elites and
powerful institutions by softening or
obscuring the reality of their harmful
actions.

In discussions surrounding the cases of
child rape and trafficking by influential
people like Jeffrey Epstein and other
political leaders, many news reports used
terms such as “underage girls” or “young
women”. Such phrasing softens the idea
of abuse and violence by framing it as
sexual misconduct rather than child rape.
Phrases like “sex with a minor” also imply
mutual participation, obscuring the
coercion and power imbalance involved.

Similarly, in this case, bureaucratic
language was used that often referred to
terms like a “network,” “client list,” or
“recruitment,” which made the operation
sound like a corporate enterprise rather
than an organised system of sexual
exploitation.

Euphemistic language is also common
in military contexts. In discussions of
military operations in places such as
Gaza, terms like “airstrikes,” “collateral
damage,” or “security operations” can
replace more direct descriptions such as
bombing residential areas or killing
civilians. Technical and euphemistic
language reframes violence as strategic or
procedural rather than highlighting
human suffering, with the neutral nature
of the terminologies, often reducing the
emotional and ethical impact of a

questioned, shifting the blame from situation.
perpetrators to the victims.
Some of the latest examples of this can Moral disengagement and power

be seen in how Artificial Intelligence (AI)
systems use people’s data without their
consent for training purposes while
presenting it as technological progress,
and in how companies displace millions
of workers with Al, and frame it as
development. In many such situations,
the perception of the act shifts,
depending on who is involved, how it is
described, and who holds power.

The pt of moral di
Many theories attempt to explain harmful
behaviour, violence and crime by focusing
on individual deviance and social
structures. One such concept introduced
by the Canadian-American psychologist
+ Albert Bandura was moral
disengagement. The concept refers to the
psychological processes through which
individuals rationalise or justify harmful
behaviour while continuing to see

GETTY IMAGES.

harmful by comparing it to something

therefore, does not mean that people lack

Moral disengagement becomes
particularly significant in systems of
power. Large institutions, including
states, militaries, corporations, and
bureaucracies, often operate through
complex hierarchies and specialised
roles. Within such systems, responsibility
can easily become fragmented.

Those at the top of a hierarchy may
Justify harmful policies as necessary for
national security, economic growth, or
social order. Institutions and individuals
within bureaucratic levels may diffuse
responsibility by pointing to procedures
or institutional rules. Media institutions
may also shape public perception by
softening or obscuring the reality of
harmful actions. Civilians consuming such
information may be limited to a neutral
understanding of the situation due to the
obscured nature of the information
presented to them, and may therefore

themselves as moral people. worse, allowing it to be presented as the morality; rather, it shows how moral comply.
Developed in the 1990s, the concept “lesser evil.” Displacement of reasoning can be cognitively reorganised
explains how people can commit harmful | responsibility occurs when individuals or | to make harmful conduct appear Key takeaways

acts without experiencing strong guilt or
moral conflict. This can happen in several
ways, by minimising one’s responsibility,
ignoring the consequences of actions,

institutions believe that they are not
personally accountable for the action, as
they are simply following orders, a
dynamic often discussed in relation to

acceptable.

Euphemistic labelling and Media
ing Theory

Bandura’s theory helps explain how
individuals or institutions continue to
propagate violence by reframing and
disengaging from moral standards

blaming victims, or convincing oneself violence by soldiers. One other key mechanism that enables through cognitive and linguistic
that the act serves a greater good. Similar to this, is the idea of diffusion moral disengagement through language is | mechanisms, instead of openly rejecting
However, moral disengagement does of responsibility, where accountability euphemistic labelling. Here, harmful morality.

not operate only at the level of
individuals. Within power-elite networks,

becomes spread across actors, such that it
becomes difficult to pinpoint who is

actions are described using sanitised or
technical language that makes them

Recognising these behaviours becomes
crucial if there is any hope of resisting

these practices can function collectively. responsible for the deed. Distortion of appear less severe. By replacing morally and challenging individuals and
Shared vocabularies and institutional consequences involves minimising or charged words with neutral terms, the institutions that rely on moral
language are used to diffuse ignoring the harm caused by an action, emotional weight of an action is reduced, | d 1o sustain th Ives.
responsibility, limit scrutiny, and help especially when the consequences appear | making it easier to justify. For instance, Understanding these mechanisms enables
sustain authority. distant or abstract. Finally, phrases such as “collateral damage” people to question such systems by
dehumanisation and attribution of blame instead of civilian deaths or “enhanced demanding accountability, insisting on
h of moral di: occur when victims are portrayed as less interrogation” instead of torture transparency, and using language that

According to Bandura, there are several
mechanisms through which individuals
disengage from moral responsibility. One
of these is moral justification, where
harmful actions are framed as having a
moral purpose, such as protecting
national security or defending citizens.
Another is advantageous comparison,
where an action is made to appear less

human, dangerous, or responsible for
their own suffering, reducing empathy for
them, making it easier to justify the
immoral action committed against them.
Together, these mechanisms allow
individuals/institutions to maintain a
positive moral self-image even while
participating in harmful actions or
decisions. Moral disengagement,

transform violence into what appears to
be a technical or bureaucratic procedure.
Language has the potential to become
even more powerful when it is amplified
through the media. Media institutions
play a crucial role in shaping public
perception, as they can influence how
events are interpreted by choosing
particular words, narratives, and frames.

18Mar. Moral disengagement and the impact of power
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accurately reflects the reality of a
situation. Thus, the concept becomes
especially important in the contemporary
geopolitical context, as it helps people
better navigate the world around them
and critically question the narratives,
policies, and decisions presented to them.
(Rebecca Rose Varghese is a freelance
Jjournalist.)

Even with the establishment of norms and laws to maintain morality and ethical behaviour,

violence and unethical behaviour have always been part of society.
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e Throughout history, harmful acts, especially by those in power, have rarely been presented as
immoral.

S § O H 98 AN gRT 6T T SRS Sl &1 g 8 St sHfis samn ma
e Instead, they are reframed as necessary, justified, or beneficial.
Fieh I HTaa®, SFad AT ATHBTRY TATIT o1l 5 |
e The killing of indigenous populations during colonisation was described as “civilising”
territories.
HofaRIe F1a § snfearRigl @1 g &1 9 99 & ¥9 § U fovar |
e Wars against weaker nations are justified in the name of security or national defence.
HHGR A= R G b1 Y& AT IABT I&MT b A1 TR IFId ST SIIell & |
e Civilian deaths are labelled as “collateral damage”.
TR BT HId BT TIPS JHAT Bl oIl 5|
e Violence against women is dismissed as minor deviance or accidental behaviour, shifting
blame to victims.
Afgarsit & fdms & &1 B Tadt sarex Sl & it semar s 8|
e In modern contexts, Al systems use data without consent and present it as progress.
yfis T & Al famm srgafa ST ST Rl § 3R 39 WA S S |
o Companies replacing workers with Al frame it as development.
FHufat AeRal T R T8 fasr Had B
e Perception of actions depends on power, narrative, and description.

et Bl Pt 4R T SR Ugfa R AR e 3

The concept of moral disengagement

Afew fasde @1 SR

e The concept of moral disengagement was introduced by psychologist Albert Bandura.
HAIAFIF Albert Bandura 7 Afae® fasset &t s@eron ¢t

e It explains how individuals justify harmful behaviour while still seeing themselves as moral.
g 11 § o O Tad B B! el 381 WE H! Afdd A 76 ¢ |

e Developed in the 1990s, it explains absence of guilt in harmful actions.
Ig RIgid 1990s & fawRid g3 iR SURIY & dTe STRTYSY B HH THSdl |

e People justify actions by reducing responsibility, ignoring consequences, blaming
victims, or claiming greater good.
T AT o1 S, TR SF¢ET T3, T$d 3 gy qor a1 93 fgd &1 grar #xdb
30 BT FG) e B

o Moral disengagement operates not only individually but also at collective and institutional
levels.

g Had AT el dich ATfeP R TR TR W U HTH HRa1 g

e Within power networks, shared language and narratives help diffuse responsibility and
sustain authority.

AT GHE! A HTHT 3R HUFSH R} &Y BaTe: T« 991¢ 7@d 3|

Mechanisms of moral disengagement

s fdea & o=

e According to Albert Bandura, there are several mechanisms through which individuals
disengage from moral responsibility.
Albert Bandura & 38R, A &3 aid! § Afde STRIGRT § /AT 8 od g

e One mechanism is moral justification, where harmful actions are presented as serving a
moral purpose such as national security or defence.
T dXip Afae SR &, fraH STdReS STl Bl APTT JR&T AT & & H W Fe! e
ST Bl

e Another is advantageous comparison, where an act is compared to something worse to
make it appear as a lesser evil.
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Displacement of responsibility occurs when individuals believe they are not accountable as
they are following orders.

ARt &1 ®IMTaRYT 9 8idT § o/ Al Qe &I fieR T8t Id Fifd 3 =il &1 ura-t
IR BB

Similarly, diffusion of responsibility spreads accountability across multiple actors, making it
difficult to identify who is responsible.

%@WWmmﬁWﬁWﬁﬁm%mﬁmmmWﬁw
|

Distortion of consequences involves ignoring or minimising harm, especially when effects
seem distant or abstract.
gRume BT fapfamor & JHUH &1 HF a1 ToRSigS faar ST g |
Dehumanisation and attribution of blame portray victims as less human or responsible for
their suffering, reducing empathy.

T difSdt & v A a1 e rReR feamr s g
Together, these mechanisms allow individuals and institutions to maintain a positive moral
self-image while engaging in harmful actions.

I gt 77 iR ATl ! APRIAS Afae Bfd §9E @ 3d 8

Moral disengagement does not mean absence of morality but shows how moral reasoning is
restructured to justify harm.

g Afawdl Bt HHl T8l afch b B ISAPR TAd PTU BI TSl ST 8

Euphemistic labelling and Media Framing Theory

el BT Argeor 3R Wifgar b frgia

Euphemistic labelling is a key mechanism where harmful acts are described using
sanitised or technical language.

T WG] BT ITANT § GRS STl &1 RE Wsal B T a1 e 8|

Replacing harsh words with neutral terms reduces the emotional impact and makes actions
easier to justify.

PHOR sl Gl ille HIHI eq oedHIAT PR q HIGATHD YHId W_bpf SITdT %I

For example, terms like “collateral damage” instead of civilian deaths or “enhanced
interrogation” instead of torture.

JaTERT & U “collateral damage” Ul “enhanced interrogation” ERREA

Language becomes more powerful when amplified through the media.

o HifEar 38 Befrar g df WISt 3R THTaRTel 8 ol 21

Media institutions shape public perception by choosing words, narratives, and frames.
HifEar qreg) 3R HUTSH & TRT S 4RO §1 8|

According to Media Framing Theory by Erving Goffman, presentation of an issue shapes
how people understand its causes and consequences.

Erving Goffman & Media Framing Theory & SIAR Elﬁi%[ Al Bt WUW@HW%I
Media framing can support political elites and powerful institutions by softening or
obscuring harmful realities.

Hifegar ShfeRT T Twgt & fd & aRafdsdr o guT Il 8|

Use of language in abuse and media narratives

GOUANRT SR HifSar Hutaii & HIT H1 IR

In discussions surrounding cases of child rape and trafficking by influential people like Jeffrey
Epstein, terms such as “underage girls” or “young women” were used.

E[lﬂa'i]'ﬁ‘ﬁffﬁ"ﬁaﬁ\]effrey Epstein & qal | “wwaﬁasﬁ?m" g1 “qdr fgane” o
sG] BT SYANT foa T

Such phrasing softens the idea of abuse and violence, framing it as misconduct rather than
child rape.

T Uo7 fET SR YT &) TR §116R JTd SATpR B THRdl B HH Bl B
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o Phrases like “sex with a minor” imply mutual participation, hiding coercion and power
imbalance.
“ATETIRNT & TTY Y SN Veg, FaRGX AR TR SrAge &1 gurd 8|

e Bureaucratic terms like “network,” “client list,” “recruitment” make exploitation appear like
a corporate activity.

e Euphemistic language in military context
=g e | A HIST BT I

¢ In military operations like those in Gaza, terms such as “airstrikes,” “collateral damage,”
“security operations” are used.
Gaza S &Ff B “UURRQIS®”, “HEHI® JHAM”, “HR&T AT S s ITANT BId 8

e These replace direct descriptions like bombing civilians or residential areas.
3 Y Trsal S AN Pt 4T I THIRY H1 U B |

e Such language reframes violence as strategic or procedural, reducing emotional impact.

g YT f& & YU Ufshar SR HIaHTHS THTd HH e 7

Moral disengagement and power

A fasdeT ok I

¢ Moral disengagement becomes significant in systems of power like states, militaries,
corporations, and bureaucracies.
fa=ye s, /1, Hufat iR w=ma o 3if¥e Hgayuf gar 31
e These systems operate through hierarchies and specialised roles, causing fragmented
responsibility.
3} USrIHH 3R fRY yfAe1all & RO RER & AT o2 34 €1
e Top authorities justify harmful policies as necessary for security, growth, or order.
T TR & AN 30 Y&, FaprT a1 sggwaT & fog ot §ard § 1
o Lower-level actors shift responsibility to rules and procedures.
el TR & T fomieRt & framy ok wftharaif R srad 81
¢ Media may shape perception by softening or hiding harmful realities.
P TR IT YUIHR YR ST B |
e Civilians may accept such narratives due to limited or distorted information.

TR et a1 fapd BRI & HRU T WHR TR Ad g

Key takeaways

=

¢ Bandura’s theory explains how individuals and institutions justify violence through cognitive
and linguistic mechanisms.
Bandura BT RIgid FaTdr 8 5 T A iR uTuTs afie 3 féar &) Ot oavma 7

o Moral disengagement allows continuation of harm without rejecting morality explicitly.

g for1 AT B1 f 7id B IRY @A AT B

¢ Recognising these behaviours is crucial to challenge and resist such systems.

S IER] B! a1 grel ¢ 3R faRly & & o st 8|
¢ Understanding these mechanisms helps demand accountability and transparency.
T3 TR SaTdea! 3R URGRIAT 3T 1T &t o ¥l 5|
e It enables use of language that reflects reality accurately.
Ig aRAfASHdT B Hal UTHT & ad B § 7GE HRal o
e This concept is important in today’s geopolitical context to critically analyse narratives and
policies.

Tg oS & Ay ufeded o ifaal sk wutsit &1 fazawor s # Agaquf 71
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